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The Joint Standing Committee on Claims, to whom was com-
mitted the petition of the inhabitants of Somerset praying
fora reimbursement of certain sums of money paid by said
town for the support of Pheba Allen, a State lunatic pauper,
she having no legal settlement in this Commonwealth. The
committee having had a full investigation, have considered
the same, and

It appeared by numerous testimonies that the said pauper
was, on the 24th day of October, in the year 1844, committed
from Somerset by the order of the Judge of Probate for the
county of Bristol, to the State Lunatic Hospital, at Worcester,
as a lunatic, so furiously mad as to render it manifestly danger-
ous to the peace and safety of the community that she should
be at large. And that the town of Somerset was the place
of the lunatic’s residence at the time of her commitment, and
that said town had paid to the hospital for her support from said
24th of October, 1844, to the Ist day of December, 1850, the
sum of seven hundred eighty-five dollars and seventy-one
cents. That an action at law was commenced by the town of
Somerset against the town of Rehoboth to recover of Ilehoboth
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as the town in which the lunatic was supposed to have had at
the time the action was commenced a legal settlement, the
amount of money which Somerset had at the time the action
was commenced, paid for the lunatic’s support at the hospital.
It appeared that one Benjamin Allen, an ancestor of Richard
Allen, (Richard Allen being the husband of the lunatic,) had
gained a settlement in Rehoboth. But it also appeared that
Joseph Allen, a son of said Benjamin, through which son the
town of Somerset attempted to trace the lunatic’s settlement
to Rehoboth, had, prior to 1746, resided in the town of Bar-
rington, then within the jurisdiction of the province of Massa-
chusetts Bay, a time sufficient to give, and under cicumstances
such as would give him a settlement in Barrington, provided he
could gain a settlement in that town upon the following facts.
Barrington was incorporated by the province of Massachusetts
Bay in 1717. The line separating said province from the col-
ony of Rhode Island, was then and until 1746. in dispute. In
the year last aforesaid the said line was settled, and established
by the king, in such a manner as to divide the territory com-
posing said town of Barrington, and to leave the territory upon
which said Joseph Allen had resided, within Rhode Island.
After this, and in the same year, the legislature of the province
of Massachusetts Bay, annexed that portion of Barrington
which remained in Massachusetts, partly to the town of Re-
hoboth, and partly to the town of Swanzey in said county of
Bristol. The Supreme Court of this State, upon these facts,
held, that as inasmuch as the territory upon which Joseph Allen
had resided as aforesaid was at the time of his residence
thereon as aforesaid within the actual jurisdiction of Massachu-
setts, he (said Joseph Allen) had by such residence gained a set-
tlement in Rehoboth. Subsequently to this no settlement in this
Commonwealth available to Somerset was gained by any of the
ancestors of Richard Allen.

It was proved that the aforesaid Richard Allen was himself
poor and unable to support his family, and that he had not
gained a settlement in this Commonwealth, and that the lunatic
was a Rhode Island woman.

Upon a representation of the foregoing facts to the govern-
ment of the State Lunatic Hospital, in which the said lunatic
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continues to be, the expenses of her support there, has, since
said first day of December, 1850, been charged to and paid by
the Commonwealth. Also, a part of the board of assessors
have, under oath, testified that all the State bills and tax-books
(which are proofs that the said Joseph Allen has gained no legal
settlement in Somerset by taxation) have been preserved and
produced, and have never been lost, mislaid, or withheld from
examination. Also the certificate (duly attested) of the town
clerk, which is hereunto annexed, substantiating the same.

Therefore the committee, on principles of equity and justice,
and in conformity to the provisions of the Revised Statutes, c.
48, having duly considered the prayer of the petitioners, sub-
mit the annexed resolve.

I, John D. Cartwright, of Somerset, in the county of Bristol
and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do, on oath testify and
say, that I was chosen clerk, treasurer, and collector of taxes of
said town in the year 1833, and I have held those offices ever
since I was so chosen. From a careful examination of my re-
cords as such treasurer and collector, and of all the tax books
and lists since I was so chosen in 1833, I find that Richard
Allen was assessed and paid a poll-tax in the year 1840 and
1841. I find his name on the tax book for the year 1843, not

assessed, but marked “ omitted.” Said years, 1840, 1841, and
1843, are the only years that I find his name on the tax books
of said town. And so far as I know or believe, the said Rich-
ard Allen has never gained a legal settlement in the town of
Somerset.

Bristol, ss. February 15,1853. Then personally appeared
the before named John U. Cartwright, and made oath to the
foregoing affidavit, by him subscribed.

Before me, Philip Bowers, Justice of the Peace.

CYRUS WEEKS, Chairman.

JOHN D. CARTWRIGHT.



4 [Feb. ’53.TOWN OF SOMERSET.

«

Resolved,
For reasons set forth in the petition, that there be

allowed and paid out of the treasury of this Commonwealth,
to the treasurer of the town of Somerset, in the county of
Bristol, the sum of seven hundred and eighty-five dollars, in
full for moneys paid to the treasurer of the State Lunatic Hos-
pital, for the support of Pheba Allen, a lunatic pauper, having
no legal settlement in this Commonwealth, and that a warrant
be drawn accordingly.

Commontocalti) of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Three.

RESOLVE
in favor of the Town of Somerset.


