
SENATE....No. 84.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred the report
of the committee appointed by authority of the resolve of
May 20th, 1852, to procure plans and estimates for a fire-
proof building, to be erected in the rear of the State House,
have considered the same, and

REPORT:

That the project of enlarging the State House having been
agitated for a series of years, and at no inconsiderable expense,
the time has arrived for its final disposition. Additional accom-
modations for the various departments of the government, the
preservation of the library, and the security of the invaluable
documents which are crowded into inconvenient, as well as
unsafe places, are of imperious necessity.

This was conceded by each member of the committee, so
that their labors were limited to the consideration of the com-
parative merits of the three plans submitted to them, and the
ways and means for defraying the cost of the plan selected.
With entire unanimity the committee adopted Plan No. 3,
(which is one of the series of plans appended to senate docu-
ment No. 59, of the present year,) and they earnestly recom-
mend it to the favorable regard of the legislature.

Commontaitiiltl) of iwassadjiisctts.

In Senate, March 21, 1853.
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The estimated cost of the structure described in Plan No. 3
is $63,500; for which sum a most responsible person has ex-
pressed a willingness to contract to erect it. But as estimates,
however carefully prepared, are liable to be affected by varia-
tions in the price of materials and other causes, the committee
conclude to raise the estimate to the sum of $65,000, to obtain
which, they recommend that scrip be issued redeemable in
twenty years from its date.

The debt being incurred for the permanent improvement of
the property of the Commonwealth, may, with entire propriety,
be transmitted to our successors for liquidation, especially
“when (to use the language of the auditor of accounts in his
recent report) at the same time we provide the means for pay-
ment, by reserving for that purpose what was originally applied
to the payment of the ordinary demands upon the treasury.”
This is very clearly and concisely demonstrated in that report.

Concurring in opinion with the auditor, that “ there need be
no especial apprehension as to any debt now existing, or to be
created hereafter for objects of permanent utility, as it seems
plain that we shall have about two millions of productive
property in 1870, which can be made use of if necessary,”
the committee recommend the passage of the accompanying
bill.

JOHN EARLE, Chairman.
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AN ACT
Relating to the Enlargement of the State House.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. There shall be erected on the north side
2 of the State House, a fire-proof building to connect
3 with the main edifice, in general conformity to a plan
4 called Xo. 3 in the report of the committee appointed
5 by authority of chap. 99 of theresolves of 1852, and
6 dated the 21st of February last, and the sum of sixty-
-7 five thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for the
8 payment of the expenses of such erection.

1 Sect. 2. The governor, with the advice of the
2 council, is hereby authorized to appoint three com-
-3 missioners, who shall superintend the erection of said

eomnwwtoealtJj of i&assacljusctts*

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Three.
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4 structure, and their accounts shall be rendered from
5 time to time to the auditor of accounts, and the gov-
-6 ernor is requested to drawwarrants, from time to time,
7 for their payment.

1 Sect. <3. In order to defray any expenses incurred
2 in pursuance of this act, the treasurer is hereby
3 authorized, under the direction of the governor, by
4 and with the consent of the council, to issue scrip or
5 certificates of debt, in the name and behalf of the
6 Commonwealth, to an amount not exceeding sixty-five
7 thousand dollars, redeemable in twenty years from the
8 date thereof, and bearing interest at the rate of five
9 per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually; and all

10 such scrip shall be countersigned by his excellency the
11 governor, and the faith of the Commonwealth is here-
-12 by pledged for the redemption of the same, as above
13 prescribed. And the treasurer may, under the direc-
-14 tion of the governor, with the advice and consent of
15 the council, dispose of any portion of said scrip, at
16 any price not less than the original par value.

1 Sect. 4. The treasurer, under the direction of the
2 governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
3 council, may borrow in anticipation of the scrip author-
-4 ized as above, of any of the banks of this Common-
-5 wealth, or of any corporations, or individuals, such
6 sums as may be necessary for the purposes of this
7 act: provided, that the whole amount borrowed by
8 authority hereof shall not exceed the said sum of
9 sixty-five thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


