
SENATE...~.No. 114.

The Joint Committee on Towns, to whom was committed
the petition of Benjamin Rockwood and 135 others, praying
for the incorporation of a new town, to be takenfrom the towns
of Wrentham, Franklin, Medway, Medfield and Walpole, report
the accompanying bill.

THOS. WRIGHT, Chairman.

In Senate, April 16, 1853.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Three.

AN ACT

To Incorporate the Town of Norfolk.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. That all the territory now within the
2 towns of Wrentham, Walpole and Medfield, com-
-3 prised within the following limits, that is to say:—■

4 Beginning on the Wrentham and Franklin line, at a
5 monument about ninety rods southerly of the house
6 of Eliphaz Lawrence; thence following northerly the
7 said Wrentham and Franklin line to Medway; thence
8 following northerly the Wrentham and Medway line
9 to Charles Fiver; thence following said river in a

10 north-easterly direction to a point sixty rods below the
11 present line between Wrentham and Medfield, meas-
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12 uring at a right angle therewith; thence running
13 easterly on a line parallel with said Wrentham and
14 Medfield line, at sixty rods distance therefrom, to Stop
15 Eiver; thence running southerly, bounded by said
16 river, to the entrance of a small brook, on the easterly
17 side; thence running still southerly, a straight line,
18 to a point on the line between Walpole and Foxbor-
-19 ough, one hundred rods north-easterly of Dedham
20 Eock (so called); thence south-westerly on said Wal-
-21 pole and Foxborough line to Dedham Eock; thence
22 running in a westerly or north-westerly direction, a
23 straight line to the monument first mentioned,—is
24 hereby incorporated into a town by the name of Nor-
-25 folk; and said town of Norfolk is hereby invested
26 with all the powers, privileges, rights, and immunities,
27 and subject to all the duties and requisitions, to which
28 other towns are entitled and subject, by the constitu-
-29 tion and laws of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of Norfolk
2 shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes which
3 have been legally assessed upon them by the towns of
4 Wrentham, Walpole, and Medfield respectively, and
5 all taxes heretofore assessed and not collected, shall
6 be collected and paid to the treasurers of the towns of
7 Wrentham, Walpole, and Medfield respectively, in the
8 same manner as if this act had not been passed, and
9 also their proportion of all county and State taxes

10 that may be assessed upon them previously to the
11 taking of the next State valuation, said proportion to
12 be ascertained and determined by tire last valuation in
13 the said respective towns; and said town of Norfolk
14 shall be holden to pay their proportion of the debts
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15 due and owing at the time of the passage of this act,
16 from the town of Wrentham, and be entitled to receive
17 of the said town of Wrentham their proportion of
18 all the corporate property now owned by said town,
19 which can be taken or divided by virtue of this act,
20 such proportion to be ascertained and determined by
21 the last valuation of said town.

1 Sect. 3. Said towns of Wrentham, Walpole, and
2 Medfield, and said town of Norfolk, shall be respec-
-3 tively liable for the support of all persons who now
4 do or hereafter shall stand in need of relief as pau-
-5 pers, whose settlement was gained or derived from a
6 settlement gained or derived within their respective
7 limits.

1 Sect. 4. In case said towns of Wrentham,Walpole
2 and Medfield, and said town of Norfolk, shall disagree
3 in respect to a division of paupers, town property,
4 town debts, or State and county taxes, the court of
5 common pleas for the county of Norfolk are hereby
6 authorized to, and shall, on application of said towns,
7 or either of them, appoint three disinterested persons
8 to hear the parties and award thereon, which award,
9 when accepted by said court, shall be final.

1 Sect. 5. The said town of Norfolk shall remain
2 parts of the towns of Wrentham, Walpole and Med-
-3 field, for the purpose of electing the representatives
4 or representative to the general court to which said
5 towns are respectively entitled, and for the purpose of
6 electing state officers and senators, representatives to
7 congress, and electors of president and vice-president
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8 of the United States, until the next decennial census
9 of the inhabitants shall be taken, in pursuance of the

10 thirteenth article of amendment of the constitution ;

11 and the meeting for the choice of such representatives,
12 State officers and senators, shall be called by the se-

-13 lectmen of said respective towns; the selectmen of
14 Norfolk shall make a true list of persons belonging
15 to the territory of each of said towns hereby incor-
-16 porated into the town of Norfolk qualified to vote at
17 every such election, and shall post up the same in
18 said town of Norfolk, and shall correct the same as
19 required by law, and shall deliver a true copy of the
20 same to the selectmen of the respective towns of
21 Wrentham, Walpole, and Medfield, seven days at
22 least before the day of every such election, to be used
23 thereat.

1 Sect. 6. Any justice of the peace in the county of
2 Norfolk is hereby authorized to issue his warrant to
3 any principal inhabitant of the town of Norfolk, re-
-4 quiring him to warn the inhabitants of said town to
5 meet at the time and place therein appointed for the
6 purpose of choosing all such town officers as towns
7 are by law authorized and required to choose at their
8 annual meetings.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.




