
SENATE.....No. 4.

I

The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred the
returns of votes cast on the 13th day of November, in the.
year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, for Governor and
Lieutenant-Governor of this Commonwealth, submit the fol-
lowing

To wit;—

That they have carefully examined the returns from all the
cities and towns in the Commonwealth, and find said returns
correct except as hereinafter specified, and the whole number
of ballots for Governor, as reported, to be . . 129,981

Henry J. Gardner has . . . 81,503
Emory Washburn has . . . 27,279
Henry W. Bishop has . . . 13,742
Henry Wilson has .... 6,483
Charles Allen has .... 477
Bradford L. Wales has . . . 407
All others, ..... 358

Making the aggregate of votes, . . 130,249
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Showing a difference between the whole number of ballots
as stated in the rehirns, and the aggregate of votes stated to
have been cast for the several candidates.

Taking the aggregate of the votes reported for the several
candidates, the Committee find the whole number of votes for
Governor to be . . . . . . . 130,249
Necessary for a choice, ......65,125

Henry J. Gardner has . . . 81,503
And he is therefore elected.

The returns from the town of Mount Washington were re-
jected, for the reason that they bore date as of November 13,
1804; also because the number of votes was given in figures,
and not in words at length.

The returns from the town ofAuburn were rejected because
the whole number of ballots was not given, and scattered votes
were returned, without stating for whom they were cast.

In the following-named towns the aggregate of votes given
for the several candidates differs from the whole number of
ballots stated in the returns, viz., Essex, Groveland, S wampscott,
West,Newbury, Chelmsford, Waltham, Bolton, Leicester, Peters-
ham, Princeton, Southboro’, Spencer, Granby, Northampton,
Greenfield, Westfield, Cheshire, West Roxbury, Freetown,
Abington, Hanson, North Bridgewater, Scituate, and Province-
town.

The errors in the returns of the above-named towns were very
slight, and evidently were mere clerical mistakes in addition,
(or in some instances from blank pieces of paper being counted
as ballots, which could not be counted as votes for any candi-
date,) except the town of Scituate, in the returns of which the
whole number of voles was not stated ; but inasmuch as the
returns appeared in all other respects to be correct, and there
being no difficulty in ascertaining, from the returns, the whole
number of votes cast, (by adding the votes for all the candi-
dates as returned together,) they were counted. There were
no returns to be found from the towns of Lakeville and
Marion.

The Committee further report that they find the whole num-
ber of ballots for Lieutenant-Governor, as reported in the
returns, to be . . .

,
. . 129,537



31855.] SENATE—No. 4.

Simon Brown has .... 81,929
Wm. C. Plunkett has . . . 27,151
Caleb Stetson has .... 13,769
Increase Sumner has . . . 6,878
George Osborn has .... 393
All others, ..... 178

Making the aggregate of votes, . . 130,298
Necessary for a choice, ..... . 65,150

Simon Brown has' .... 81,929
And he is therefore elected.

In the following-named towns the aggregate of votes given
for the several candidates for Lieutenant-Governor differs
from the whole number of ballots as stated in the returns, viz.,
West Newbury, Ashland, Dracut, Malden, Natick, Northbridge,
Westminster, Westfield, Washington, Hancock, Lanesboro’,
New Marlboro’, Freetown, Hanson, Abington, North Bridge-
water, Proviucetown, and Rochester.

In the. returns from the towns of Dudley and Scituate, the
whole number of ballots was not stated ; in the returns of the
town of Sturbridge, the whole number of ballots stated was two,
while the aggregate number of votes for the candidates named
in the returns was two hundred and ninety-nine ; they were
counted, for the same reasons given for receiving similar returns
for Governor.

The returns from the towns of Auburn and Mount Wash-
ington were not counted, for the same reasons given for the
rejection of their returns of votes for Governor.

There were no returns to be found for Lieutenant-Governor
from the towns of Lakeville and Marion.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

By order and in behalf of the Committee,
B. PALMER,

Chairman of Senate Committee.




