
SENATE.....No. 51.

In Senate, February 21, 1855.

The Committee on the Library to whom was referred so much
of the Governor’s Message as relates to the publication of
the Ancient Records of Massachusetts

That under authority of Resolves of the legislature of this
Commonwealth, all the Records of the General Court including
the English portion, have already been prepared for publica-
tion. These records extend from the year 1628 to the presi-
dency of Joseph Dudley in 1686, and embrace the whole
period that may justly be considered as the time of the exis-
tence of Massachusetts as a Colony under the first charter
granted by Charles I.

The original records are comprised in five large manuscript
volumes, and are printed in the same number of volumes ;
the fourth being divided into two books on account of its size.
These have already been stereotyped, and the last volume is in
the hands of the printer.

Commonweal! tlj of jHaggar&ttßetts.
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From 1686 until the date of the second, or Provincial char-
ter, the records are very imperfect. Investigations have been
instituted in England and elsewhere by the accomplished and
indefatigable editor which promise materials for supplying
the omissions and mutilations which now exist. These
inquiries are in the best hands, and the results will be forth-
coming in a reasonable time. It is deemed advisable therefore,
not to proceed with the publication of the volumes embracing
this period until all accessible information shall be obtained, in
order to secure complete and perfect copies.

The territory now comprised within the limits of Massachu-
setts was formerly divided into two colonies existing under
different charters and governed by separate bodies, which kept
distinct records. It is well known that these colonies were
united in 1692, and then became the Province of Massachu-
setts Bay; from which time all the General Court Records
were of course called Massachusetts Records.

All the records of the Colony of Massachusetts prior to the
union being printed, which seem desirable under present cir-
cumstances, it appears to your committee highly proper that
the Plymouth Colony Records should now be printed from the
earliest date of that venerable government, down to the time
of the union. If hereafter it should be deemed necessary to
proceed with the work already undertaken, the foundation will
have been completed, and the entire publication will be a per-
fect memorial of the earliest acts of the original government
of Massachusetts. It seems scarcely necessary to say that for
all purposes of historical interest the Plymouth records are, at
least, as valuable as any others in our possession.

A prominent reason which led to the printing of the Records
of Massachusetts Proper, was the fact that these documents
were fast going to decay, and were unintelligible to a great
portion of the community who desired to consult them.—
Another reason was that they contained much that was inter-
esting to persons in other sections who could not have con-
venient access to them. It is evident that what was true in
respect to the Records already published, is pre-eminently so
with reference to those of the Colony of New Plymouth pre*
vious to its becoming a part of the Commonwealth. These
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Records have also become much defaced, and are fast going to
decay, partly from age, and chiefly from the use incident to the
frequent reference made to them. The various volumes con-
sist of Court Orders, Probate Records, Deeds, Laws, Acts of
Commissioners of the United Colonies, Original Minutes of
these Commissioners, Indian Deeds, Treasurers’ Accounts, Lists
of Freemen, Actions, Marriages, Births, and Deaths, and other
such matters absolutely invaluable to the history of the State,
and of the highest antiquarian interest. Should they by any
unavoidable calamity be lost or destroyed, the mischief would
be irreparable. They are now in a condition which demands
that something should be done for their preservation. No ab-
solute certainty of permanent existence can be attained, except
through their publication, and the distribution of copies be-
yond the possibility of destruction. It is proposed further, in
the accompanying Resolves, that the originals, after being
copied, should be put in the best possible state to insure their
future security, and it is hoped that' this suggestion will be
approved.

The manner in which the volumes already issued have been
prepared, reflects the highest credit on all concerned in the
publication, and the labors of the editor, thus far, furnish ample
security that the publication now proposed will be an honor to
the Commonwealth. In the future, this series of Records will
be regarded as a most valuable contribution to the materials
for American history, and the State of Massachusetts in in-
itiating and perfectipg this work, will have set an example
which, if followed in other States, will redound to the honor
of a great nation.

Thb Committee recommend the passage of the accompany-
ing Resolves.

For the Committee,

ROBERT B. HALL. Chairman.
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RESOLVES

Concerning the Colony Records of New Plymouth and Massa-
chusetts.

Resolved, That eight hundred copies of the Records of the
Colony of New Plymouth, with suitable Indexes, be stereotyped
and printed, under the supervision of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, who may appoint some competent person or
persons to prepare said records for printing, and take charge of
the same ; and the compensation of such person or persons
shall be determined by the governor and council.

Resolved, 1 hat the Secretary of the Commonwealth be
empowered to remove the said books of records, one or more
volumes at a time, Irom Plymouth, for the purposes aforesaid,
and he is also authorized and empowered to procure the origi-
nal books of records to be repaired and bound and put into a
proper state for preservation ; and he is hereby directed, after
the same shall be piloted, to restore the same to the Registry
of Deeds in the County of Plymouth, together with a duly
attested copy of the same as printed.

Resolved, That all the said volumes of the records of the
Colony of New Plymouth, as printed, be committed to the

CTouimoniueaUf) of JHassaetjusetts,

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Five.



51855.] SENATE—No. 51

Secretary of the Commonwealth, who shall cause them to be
delivered as follows, viz. : one copy of each of said volumes to
be furnished to the governor and lieutenant-governor, respec-
tively, and to each member of the executive council for the
present political year, the senate and house of representatives,
and the clerks and chaplains of the two branches ; one to the
executive department, and one for each of the departments of
the secretary of the Commonwealth, treasurer and receiver-
general, auditor, adjutant-general, and to the State library, one
to the library of congress, one to the State department at
Washington; one to the Smithsonian Institution : one copy
to the State library of each State in the Union; one copy
each to every public library duly incorporated within this
Commonwealth, and one copy each to the editor of said vol-
umes and his assistants.

Resolved, That the governor of the Commonwealth cause
to be printed five hundred additional copies of the first five
volumes of the General Court Records of Massachusetts.

Resolved, That the said volumes of the General Court
Records of Massachusetts, as printed, be also committed to
the Secretary of the Commonwealth to be delivered as follows,
viz. : one copy of each of said volumes to be furnished to the
governor and lieutenant-governor, respectively, and to each
member of the executive council for the present political year,
the senate and house of representatives, and the clerks and
chaplains of the two branches; one to the executive depart-
ment, and one for each of the departments of the Secretary of
the Commonwealth, treasurer and receiver-general, auditor, and
adjutant-general ; one copy each to every public library duly
incorporated within this Commonwealth.




