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In Senate, February 22, 1855.

The Joint Standing Committee on Education, to whom was
referred the Petition of Geo. L. Cook and sixty-five others,
for an enactment to secure the use of the Bible as a reading
book in public schools, also for an Amendment to the Con-
stitution to secure the same object, have considered the first
part of the Petition, and report the accompanying Bill.

J. W. WARD, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.

AN ACT

Concerning the Reading of the Bible in the Public Schools.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The two hundred and twenty-third chap-
-2 ter of the acts of eighteen hundred and forty-six is
3 hereby amended by inserting in the first paragraph
4 of the second section, between the words “ year” and
5 “and,” the following : And in the same certificate shall
6 declare, under oath, that the teachers in all their pub-
-7 lie schools are required, by order of the school com-
-8 mittee, to have a portion of the Bible, known as
9 “King James’s version,” read daily in said.schools,

10 and by adding to the second paragraph of the same
11 section, after the words “ fuel for the schools,” at the
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12 close of the form of certificate, the following : And we
13 further certify that by order of the school committee
14 the teachers in all the public schools are required to
15 have a portion of the Bible, known as King James’s
16 version, read daily in said schools.

1 Sect. 2. The fifth section of the twr o hundred and
2 twenty-third chapter of the acts of eighteen hundred
3 and forty-six is hereby amended by striking out all
4 after the words “ board of teachers,” and inserting in-
-5 stead thereof the following: Fuel for the schools
6 and care of the fires and school-rooms, during
7 the said year, a sum equal at least to one dollar and
8 fifty cents for each person between the ages of five
9 and fifteen years belonging to said city or town on

10 the first day of May of said year, or which shall not,
11 by order of their school committee, have required the
12 teachers in all the public schools in said city or town
13 to have a portion of the Bible, known as King James’s
14 version, read daily in said schools.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after
2 the tenth day of May, eighteen hundred and fifty-five.




