
SENATE.....No. 74.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the Peti-
tion of Amos Abbott and others, of Andover, praying for
division of said town, and also the Remonstrances of
Nathaniel Stevens and others, of Frederic Noyes and others,
and of George L. Davis and others, after having given the
parties due notice and a lengthy hearing, and having carefully
considered the subject, were unanimous in opinion that the
public good would be promoted by a division of said town.

In territory, Andover contains thirty-eight thousand square
acres, or sixty square miles—one-sixth of the area of the whole
county of Essex. The population in 1850 was 6,900. In
valuation, Andover is the second in Essex County. At present
Andover is divided into three parishes, well defined, and of
sufficient extent of territory to make two respectable towns.

It appeared in evidence that a large majority of the legal
voters in the town were in favor of the division, and also the
larger part of the property, by representation, in each section
of the town.

There were various considerations presented by the petition-
ers in advocacy of the division. The principal one was the great
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extent of the territory of the town, rendering it exceedingly
inconvenient to the inhabitants of a great portion of the ter-
ritory to attend to their town business. The Committee were
of opinion that the legislature should be cautious and slow in
increasing the number of towns in the Commonwealth, unless an
exigency actually exists. In the case of Andover, therewas no
desire manifested by any party to obtain a city charter, had they
inhabitants enough to entitle them to one, and no prospect of
having the requisite number of inhabitants for a great number
of years, so that it seemed there was no alternative ; the in-
habitants must continue to labor under their present and
increasing disabilities, or by an Act of the Legislature be par-
tially relieved by the incorporation of a new town.

The division line asked for was substantially the Parish line
between the North and South Parishes. This wouldmake two
towns of respectable size, although unequal in territory, (thir-
teen thousand square acres lying north of said line, and twenty-
five thousand square acres south of the same,)and also in popu-
lation, (South Parish having forty-four hundred, and North
Parish about twenty-five hundred inhabitants;) yet the com-
mittee find there were serious objections to any other line,
while the adoption of the Parish line would secure to the
several school districts their present boundaries untouched.

The committee therefore report the accompanying Bill.

JAMES D. BLACK, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To divide the Town of Andover, and to incorporate the

Town of North Andover.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. All that part of the town of Andover,
2 in the county of Essex, which lies northerly and
3 easterly of the following line, viz., beginning on the
4 easterly bank of the Shawsheene River, at a stake at
5 the bend in said river, a few rods westerly of the bridge
6 where it is crossed by the Salem Turnpike; thence
7 southerly on the line dividing the North and South
8 Parishes of said Andover to a stake and stones by
9 the road and near the house of Benjamin Rogers;

10 thence southerly on the said parish line to a stake
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11 and stones at the point where the said parish line
12 crosses the Salem road, east of the house of Widow
13 Betsey Jenkins ; thence across said Salem road, on said
14 parish line, to the town line of North Reading,—is
15 hereby incorporated into a separate town, by the name
16 of North Andover. And the inhabitants of said town
17 of North Andover are hereby invested with all the
18 powers and privileges, and shall be subject to all the
19 duties and requisitions, to which other towns are en-
-20 titled and subjected by the constitution and laws of
21 this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of North
2 Andover shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes
3 legally assessed upon them before the passage of this
4 act, and the said town of North Andover shall be
5 holden to pay its proportion of all state and county
6 taxes which the said town of Andover may be re-
-7 quired to pay previous to the taking of the next
8 State valuation, said proportion to be ascertained and
9 determined by the valuation of the town of Andover

10 next preceding the passage of this act.
11 And the said town of North Andover is hereby
12 authorized and required to assess such proportion of
13 the state and county taxes required to be raised by
14 the town of Andover, determined and ascertained as

15 aforesaid, upon the polls and estates of the inhabit-
-16 ants of said North Andover, and pay the same on

17 demand to the said town of Andover.

1 Sect. 3. The said town of North Andover shall
2 be holden to pay its proportion of the debts due, and
3 owing by, and of all liabilities existing against, the
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4 town of Andover at the time of the passage of this
5 act. and shall be entitled to receive of the town of
6 Andover its proportion of all the corporate property
7 now owned by the town of Andover, such propor-
-8 tions to be ascertained and determined by the valua-
-9 tion of the town of Andover next preceding the pas-

-10 sage of this act.

1 Sect. 4. The said towns of Andover and North
2 Andover shall be respectively liable for the support
3 of all persons who now are relieved or may hereafter
4 be relieved as paupers, whose settlement was gained
5 by, or derived from, a residence within their respec-
-6 tive limits.

1 Sect. 5. The Punchard Free School in Andover
2 shall be free for all youths resident in said town of
3 North Andover in the same manner as if this act
4 had not been passed.

1 Sect. 6. In case the said towns shall disagree in
2 respect to the division of paupers, town property,
3 town debts, State and county taxes, or any other
4 matters arising from the division of the town of An-
-5 dover hereby made, the Court of Common Pleas for
6 the county of Essex are hereby authorized to, and
7 shall on application of either town, appoint three dis-
-8 interested persons to hear the parties and award
9 thereon ; and their award, or that of any two of them,

10 when accepted by said court, shall be final.

1 Sect. 7. The said town of North Andover shall
2 remain a part of the town of Andover, for the pur-
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3 pose of electing State officers, Senators and Repre-
-4 sentatives to the General Court and Representatives
5 to Congress, until the next decennial census shall be
6 taken, or until another apportionment of Representa-
-7 tives to the General Court shall be made. The meet-
-8 ings for the choice of said officers shall be called by
9 the Selectmen of Andover; and the Selectmen of

10 North Andover shall make a true list of persons be-
ll longing to said town of North Andover qualified to
12 vote at every such election, and the same shall be
13 taken and used by the Selectmen of Andover, for
14 such election, in the same manner as if it had been
15 prepared by themselves. Such meetings shall be held
16 in the towns of Andover and North Andover respec-
-17 tively, in alternate years, commencing with the town
18 of North Andover.

1 Sect. 8. Any justice of the peace for the county
2 of Essex is hereby authorized to issue his warrant to
3 any principal inhabitant of said town of North An-
-4 dover, requiring him to warn the inhabitants of said
5 town to meet at the time and place therein appointed,
6 for the purpose of choosing all such town officers as
7 towns are by law authorized and required to choose
8 at their annual meetings.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


