
SENATE.....No. 76.

The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was
referred the Petition of the Charles River Railroad Company
and others in aid thereof, praying for a change of location,
and liberty to extend their line, respectfully submit the fol-
lowing

REPORT AND BILL:

The chartered road of the petitioners now extends from the
terminus of the Brookline Branch of'the Boston and Worces-
ter Railroad through Brookline, East Newton, Newton Centre,
Newton Upper Falls, Needham, Dover, Medfield, East Med-
way, Medway Village, West Medway and Bellingham, to
within one mile of the Boston and New York Central Rail-
road, so called, near the line of Rhode Island.

The road has been opened to Needham, is graded to Dover,
and is in process of actual construction to its southern ter-
minus.

The petitioners ask, first, to change their location in Med-
way and Bellingham, and to take a more westerly course,
passing through the south-easterly corner of Mendon and the
easterly part of Blackstone, thereby accommodating a larger
amount of business and population, and making a saviim of
more than $30,000 in the cost of construction.

Commoutucaltlj of j^assacJjwsetts.

In Senate, March 12, 1855.
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This change is favored by the inhabitants along the line,
and will evidently promote the public convenience, giving
greater facilities to the villages of Bellingham Centre, West
Bellingham, Mendon, and the “Lower and Upper Canadas,”
so called, and will better divide the country between the exist-
ing railroads ; and there was no opposition from any quarter
to this change, and your committee recommend the same.

The petitioners ask, second: for leave to extend their road
to the Rhode Island line, passing under the Boston and New
York Central Railroad, nearly at right angles, and to grade
their road some fifteen or twenty feet below the grade of the
Boston and New York Central, with liberty to unite with the
New York and Boston Railroad, now chartered and under con-
tract, from that point, by the States of Rhode Island and Con-
necticut, through Woonsocket, Pascoag Valley, Willimantic
and Middletown to New Haven.

This extension is opposed by the Boston and New York
Central Railroad Company, and by remonstrances from along
the line of their road, on the ground that the exigencies of the
public do not require it, that there is not business upon the
line to support it, and that, as a local or through road, it will
injure the business of the remonstrants’ road, and finally, if
chartered, will never be built. Upon the question of connect-
ing at Woonsocket with the New York and Boston Road, it
was urged by the remonstrants that it was not the design of
the Legislature, when they granted the charters now held by
the petitioners, that they should connect their roads for a
through route to New York.

Your committee, upon an examination of this last objection,
obtained the following information : that in the year 1849 the
Legislature of Massachusetts chartered a road called the
Charles River Branch Railroad, to extend from the Brookline
Branch of the Boston and Worcester to Hover; that in 1851
the Charles River Railroad was chartered in continuation, to
the town of Bellingham ; that in 1862 the Charles River Rail-
road was extended to within one mile of the Norfolk County
Road.

The charter of 1849, and that of 1851, were doubtless in-
tended by the Legislature as local roads.

On the other hand, your committee find thatthe Legislature
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of Massachusetts, in 1846, chartered the Walpole Railroad
from Dedham to Walpole.

That in 1847 they chartered the Norfolk County Rail-
road, from Walpole to Blackstone, with the right to unite
with the Walpole Railroad.

That in 1849 they chartered the Southbridge and Blackstone
Railroad, from Southbridge to Blackstone ; that in 1850 they
chartered the Midland Railroad, from Boston to Dedham, for
the purpose of passing west to Hartford and Fishkill, in New
York. In 1852, the Norfolk County Railroad Company were
authorized to unite with the Woonsocket Union, or any one
other railroad and to take a common name. It united with the
Southbridge and Blackstone and the Midland Railroad, and
took the name of the Boston and New YVrk Central, uniting
with a road in Connecticut which connects them with the
Norwich and Worcester Railroad at Thompson, in Connecti-
cut. The first three charters held by the Boston and New
York Central, were intended as local roads.

Taking this matter into consideration, your committee have
come to the conclusion that upon this issue both roads have
equal claims.

Upon the other issues presented, your committee, in order
to obtain all desired information, passed over the Boston and
New YVrk Central Railroad to Blackstone, and from thence
by carriage to Woonsocket, and through the Pascoag Valley,
thence by the line of the Charles River Road to Medway.
And after a tiresome but impartial examination, your com-
mitee are unanimous in this, that the busy hand of industry
which is enslaving the waters of the Blackstone at Woon-
socket, and of the Pascoag, in the valley through which it
passes, making them work their way from the sunny hill sides
to the sea, not only demand, but deserve, greater railroad
facilities than they now have.

Ten years ago, and Woonsocket was comparatively a small
village, while the Pascoag Valley was almost unknown. Now,
without railroad facilities, there is a population in the Pascoag
Valley and Woonsocket, of some 25,000 souls, and mills of
some 200,000 spindles, and unimproved water-power in abun-
dance. Give to this valley alone the demanded railroad facil-
ities, and in another ten years their business and population
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will have doubled, and will be sending its wealth into our
commercial emporium.

Business always seeks the great centre of trade; and it has
ever been the policy of Massachusetts to afford the readiest
facilities for her -own citizens to reach after business which,
when built up and developed, will find its way back in re-
turn.

Will our good old Commonwealth change that policy now,
and cease to be what she has always been in that particular,
liberal to all?

We are satisfied that the business to come from Rhode Isl-
and alone, requires that the prayer should be granted ; and when
we add to this the importance of direct access from the Boston
and Brighton markets, and the various manufactories along
the Charles River to reach the business and supply the wants
of the teeming population of the Pascoag, the requirements
would seem to be imperative were the accommodations to stop
there, and Connecticut and New York be left out of the ques-
tion. But when we come to look through Connecticut, and
find opened up to us through this avenue a vast tract of her
territory to which we have no direct access, and vast resources,
which, if developed by proper facilities, will inevitably find
their way, to a large extent, to our own warehouses ; and in
addition to all this we find a route to New York more di-
rect than any other, and shorter by 25 miles in distance, and
from one to two hours in time, we cannot for a moment hesi-
tate to acknowledge the importance of the connecting link that
this Legislature is called upon to sanction.

The doubt will naturally arise in the mind of the reader of
this Report, why, if this connecting link is needed, the petition-
ers did not ask for it at the time their line was extended in 1852,
to a point distant one mile from the Norfolk County Road, —

or what is now, the Boston and New York Central ?

The evidence before your committee, upon this point, came
from two gentlemen who were members of the Legislature of
1852, and upon the Joint Committee of Railways and Canals.
Their evidence was, substantially, “ That the petitioners then
asked to extend their road from Bellingham to the line dividing
the States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, at or near Woon-
socket. That upon the hearing before the committee the
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Norfolk County Railroad Company appeared and objected, on
the ground that they had not been served with proper notice.

“ That upon this objection being taken, the committee sug-
gested to the petitioners that they had better withdraw so
much of their application as related to the crossing of the line
of the Norfolk County Road, and upon the amended applica-
tion they would report a bill, and that petitioners could then
present another petition for the remaining portion, and give
notice to the Norfolk County Railroad Company. That the
petitioners followed their suggestion, and that a bill was ac-
cordingly reported.

“ That immediately after this, the petitioners presented to the
Legislature another petition for the connecting link in their
line of road now asked for; and that before the committee
were able to act upon the same, it was lost, or disappeared
from the files, and has not since been seen. That the session
was too far advanced for a third petition to be acted upon, and
that the matter there ended.” We give the above evidence to
explain what would otherwise seem mysterious, that any peti-
tioners would ask for or accept of a charter for a railroad
having its terminus in an open field, from three to five miles
from any place of business, and at a considerable distance from
any public highway.

If the desired connection should be made, is there any local
business beyond the Pascoag Valley?

The resources and activity of this region may be inferred
from the following statistics, taken from the census of 1850, of
towns within five miles of the route proposed, and of towns
within five miles of the route, via Springfield, and between
Boston and New Haven.

New York and Bos-
Springfleld Line. tonLine.

Length in miles, - -- -- - 160 135
Whole poulation, ------ 395,629 349,915
Population per mile of road, - -

-
- 2,473 2,592

Capital invested in business, - - - - $28,629,783 $27,429,703
Capital invested per mile, - - - - 178,936 203,183
Raw material consumed per annum, - - 39,273,769 33,793,638
Raw material consumed per mile per annum, - 245,461 250,323
Value manufactured articles per annum, - - 66,097,524 55,100,171
Value manufactured articles per mile per annum, 413,109 408,149
Total value real and personal estate, - - 326,489,502 303,644,611
Value real and personal estate per mile, - . 2,040,559 2,249,219
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Its farther importance will be seen by the following
Table of Distances.

piiles by NFROM BY WAY OF MILES. York and
Boston line

Boston to New York, . Charles River Railroad and the N.
York and Boston R R. through
Rhode Island and Connecticut,
(the original Air Line), . . 211

“ “
..... 236 25

“ “ Boston and New York Central
line over the Midland, Norfolk
County, SouthbridgeandBlack-
stone, Norwich and Worcester,
New Haven and New London,
and New Y r ork and New Haven
Railroads, .... 235 24

“ “ Providence and Hartford, . . 243 32
Boston to NewHaven, . ,New York and Boston line, .135 -

“ “ Springfield, ..... 160 25
“ “ Boston and N. York Central, . 159 24

Boston to Middletown, . New York and Boston Railroad, 111
“ “ Springfield, .... 144 33

Boston to Hartford, . . New York and Boston Railroad
and Willimantic, . . . 114 j

“ “ Providence, . . . . 131 I 17
“ “ Springfield, .... 124 j 10

Boston to Willimantic, • New York and Boston Railroad, . 83
“ “ Providence, . . . . 99 ! 16
“ “ Boston and New York Central

and Plainfield, . 101 18
Boston to Norwich, .

. NewYork and Boston Railroad, . 88
“ “ Boston and N. York Central line, 95 7
“ “ Providence and Plainfield, . . 93 5

Woonsocket to New York, New York and Boston Railroad, . 176
“ “ Boston and New York Central,

Norwich and New London, . 198 22
Worcester to New York, . Daysville andN. York and Boston

Railroad, ..... 182
“ « New London and New Haven, . 199 17
“ “ i Springfield and New Haven, .191 9

Providence to New Y'ork, Willimantic and New York and
j Boston line, .... 184

“ “ Willimantic and Hartford, . . 200 16
“ ** Norwich and New London, . 190 6

Willimantic to New York, New York and Boston Railroad,. 128
“ “ Hartford, ..... 143 15
“ “ Norwich and NewLondon, .

. 156 28
Middletown to New York, Hartford and N. Haven Railroad, 110

“ “ New York and Boston line, . 100 10

The importance of a direct through route to New York,
your committee think cannot well be over-estimated, and they
are well aware that this importance will increase from year to
year as commerce increases. If the saving of an hour from
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Liverpool to Boston is enough to establish the claims of a
line of steamers, how much more will the saving of an equal
or greater amount of time between Boston and New York
receive the unanimous approbation of the community.

The exigency of the case has been passed upon by two of
our sister States. Rhode Island and Connecticut have both
expressed their opinion on this matter by granting charters
with direct reference to the connection now asked for. Massa-
chusetts has also in effect done the same thing, by the charter
she has already granted, and which the Charles River Railroad
do now hold, to within one mile of the Norfolk County Railroad,
for it cannot be said that our legislature would ever make the
terminus of a railroad in an open field, far from any business
locality, except with the view of subsequently extending it to
some business point, so as to make it profitable to its stock-
holders, and advantageous to the public.

That this whole route will be built, and that speedily, if this
connection be granted, your committee have no doubt. That
this great public work has already been delayed for want of this
short extension, and has been awaiting the permission now
prayed for with anxious expectation, your committee have no
more doubt. The whole line through Rhode Island and Con-
necticut is now under contract, and portions of it are in active
progress. The line in Massachusetts is in process of construc-
tion to within a few miles of Woonsocket. It cannot be de-
nied that with the closing of this gap by a charter from
this State, the requisite amount of capital can be found to
facilitate the completion of a line of railroad connecting, by
almost an air line, the two great cities and business centres of
Boston and New York, through some of the. most thickly
settled and promising portions of New England.

That this is not the first time that this extension has been
asked for, your committee are well aware. That it is the last
link in the scheme of which, nearly ten years ago, was called
the air lineargreat central route to New York, your committee
are also aware.

But in the judgment of your committee the manly and
honest perseverance of those who ten years ago saw the im-
portance of this route, and who still have full confidence in its
excellence, is no small guarantee of its completion and its suc-
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cessful operation, if the connecting link, which shall carry the
invigorating shock through the whole line, be once inserted in
its place.

S. C. MAINE, Chairman.

S. C. MAINE,
MOSES TENNEY, Jr.,

Senate.
STEPHEN GARDNER,
ELIZUR BALDWIN,
T. C. WEBB,
STEPHEN SMITH,
P. W. PAIGE,

House.
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AN ACT
To authorize the Charles River Railroad Company to

Change their Location and Extend their Line.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The said company are hereby empowered
2 to change their location in Medway and Bellingham,
3 by locating and constructing arailroad diverging from
4 their chartered and located line, at some point near
5 the west village in said Medway, and thence running
6 through the north-westerly part of Bellingham, across
7 the south-easterly corner of Mendon, and in the east-
-8 erly part of Blackstone, by or near the Valley of Mill
9 River, to some point on the line of Rhode Island

10 convenient to unite with the New York and Boston
2

ftommontoealtfl at jHaggatfjttgttte.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.
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11 Railroad, and may discontinue that portion of their
12 located line which lies south of the said point of
13 divergence.

1 Sect. 2. The said company shall continue liable
2 to pay to all persons and corporations, all damages
3 which shall be caused prior to such discontinuance,
4 by the location of said line thus discontinued.

1 Sect. 8. If the location of such new line of rail-
-2 road shall not be filed, according to law, within one
3 year from the passage of this act, and if the same
4 shall not be completed with at least one track, within
5 two years from the passage of this act, then this act
6 shall be void.

1 Sect. 4. The said company shall, with respect to
2 the new line hereby authorized, be subject to all the
3 duties, restrictions and liabilities, and enjoy all the
4 rights and privileges set forth in all preceding acts in
5 relation to this company, and in the forty-fourth
6 chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in that part of
7 the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes which relates
8 to railroads, and in the public statutes which have
9 been or may be hereafter passed, relating to such cor-

-10 porations.

1 Sect. 5. The legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with their railroad at any point on said
3 road, and use the same, or any part thereof, by com-
-4 plying with such reasonable rules and regulations as
5 said Charles River Railroad Company may prescribe,
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6 and paying such toll as may be agreed upon by the
7 parties, or may be determined according to law.

1 Sect. 6. The Charles River Railroad Company in
2 constructing the railroad authorized by this act, shall
3 construct the same under the railroad of the Boston
4 and New York Central Railroad, in such manner as
5 shall be directed and approved by the county commis-
-6 sioners, upon application made to them by either of
7 said railroad companies.

1 Sect. 7. The Charles River Railroad Company
2 and the New York and Boston Railroad Company, a
3 corporation established under the laws of the States
4 of Rhode Island and Connecticut, (or any railroad
5 company which now is, or may be authorized to unite
6 its railroad stock with the stock of the Charles River
7 Railroad Company,) are hereby authorized to unite
8 themselves in one corporation upon such terms as
9 shall be agreed upon, whenever a majority in interest

10 in each of said companies shall by a vote at meetings
11 called for the purpose decide so to unite. And when
12 such votes shall have been passed by said corpora-
-13 tions, they shall thereupon become one corporation
14 under such name as after such union shall be adopted,
15 and all the franchises, property, powers and privileges,
16 now enjoyed by, and all the restrictions, liabilities
17 and obligations, imposed upon such corporation or
18 corporations by their respective charters, shall apper-
-19 tain to such united corporation in the same manner
20 as if the same had been contained in or acquired
21 under an original charter; and the saidCharles River
22 Railroad Company shall not by any such union with
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23 any other company he thereby released from any
24 liability or obligation under which they now are to
25 any person or corporation, but such liabilities and
26 obligations may be enforced against the united corpo-
-27 ration in the same manner as they may now be en-
-28 forced against the Charles River Railroad Company.

1 Sect. 8. If the union provided for in the preced-
-2 ing section shall be effected, one or more of the direc-
-3 tors or other officers of said united corporation shall be
4 an inhabitant of this Commonwealth, on whom pro-
-5 cess against said company may be legally served, and
6 said company shall be held to answer in the juris-
-7 diction where the service is made and the process is
8 returnable.

1 Sect. 9. The said company shall keep a separate
2 account of their expenditures in Massachusetts,Rhode
3 Island and Connecticut, respectively; and three com-
-4 missioners shall be appointed, one by the governor
5 of each State, to hold their offices for the term of
6 four years, and to be compensated by said company,
7 who shall decide what portion of the expenditures of
8 said company', and of its receipts and profits, properly
9 pertain to those parts of the road lying in Massachu-

-10 setts, Rhode Island and Connecticut, respectively;
11 and the annual report required to be made by the
12 directors to the legislature of this Commonwealth

O

13 shall be approved by said commissioners.


