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The Committee on Education, to whom was referred the Peti-
tion of the Female Medical Education Society, have con-
sidered the same, and present the following

The object of this society is to provide for and promote the
education of female physicians and nurses of the sick, and
diffuse among women generally a knowledge of the principles
and means of preserving and restoring health.

That females are needed as auxiliaries in the medical pro-
fession, to practise among their own sex and children, is
becoming a prevailing public sentiment, and is admitted by
many eminent medical men. Dr. James Deane, of Green-
field, at the present time Vice President of the Massachusetts
Medical Society, in writing to the petitioners, says, “ The
objects of the Female Medical Education Society meet my
approbation, because, from an attentive consideration of the
peculiar diseases of women during a practice of twenty years,
I have ever been of the opinion that, as a general thing, and
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especially as to diseases incident to parturition, these might
with great propriety be committed to the management of their
own sex.”

So far as relates to the branch of practice termed midwifery,
the plan proposed is not an innovation, but a return to a cus-
tom that was nearly or quite universal in our own country
less than a century ago, and still prevails, with trifling excep-
tions, throughout the whole world. On the continent of Europe
females are educated for this occupation in schools provided
by the governments of the various countries. This vocation
has passed into the hands of men in our country, because they
only have been educated for it; while women have been left
in ignorance, and have therefore become helpless and depend-
ent.

That the restoration of these delicate services to the hands
of well-instructed and qualified women would be a change
most grateful to the sentiments of the female portion of the
community, we cannot doubt. Much mental suffering and
many embarrassments which, according to medical authorities,
not unfrequently endanger life, would thereby be avoided.

So strong is this preference for female attendants, that, as we
are informed, many ignorant and incompetent women are
employed, for the want of those better qualified; and some
of those who have been educated are over-burdened with their
engagements.

Not only are female physicians needed for the department of
practice spoken of, but their services are no less demanded as
medical advisers and practitioners in all the diseases and con-
ditions peculiar to their own sex.

The Sixth Annual Report of the Female Medical Educa-
tion Society, recently published, says, “One of the graduates
of the last term of the New England Female Medical College
is now located in the South Hadley Female Seminary as a
teacher in physiology and sanitary science, and a medical ad-
viser to the three hundred young ladies there assembled. How
much more useful than a medical man she may be in that
position, to attend the sick, and, what is more important, to

prevent sickness by early instruction and counsel, every one

can readily understand. Hundreds of ladies, thus uniting
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the qualifications of teacher and physician, are needed in the
female seminaries of the country.

“ So also should the female teachers in our public schools
attend the Medical College at least one term. For this reason
the institution is quite as important to the cause of public educa-
tion as a normal school, and may be as properly and profitably
aided by the State. The legislature of 1850 passed an act
requiring physiology and hygiene to be taught in public
schools. This Medical College is just the institution to qualify
female teachers to carry out that act of the legislature.”

The consideration presented in this last paragraph is a very
important one. If the State takes charge of the intellectual
training of its children and youth, it should not neglect their
physical education. “ A sound mind in a sound body” should
be the motto. Schools for idiots, and asylums for the deaf and
dumb, the blind and insane, will need to be multiplied, unless
the constitutional health of the population can be improved
by teaching and inculcating a better knowledge and a better
observance of the laws of the human constitution.

It is obvious that the physical education of children and
youth devolves mainly upon females—in the nursery, the
family circle, and in the public school; and of course they
should possess all the knowledge requisite to qualify them in
the highest degree for so important a responsibility. There is
no institution in our Commonwealth intended or adapted to
confer such qualifications except the New England Female
Medical College. Without any interference with its principal
object, of educating female physicians, it may, as suggested,
be made a sort of State Normal School to qualify females for
the physiological and sanitary department of public education.

The education of nurses for the sick is another of the ob-
jects of this institution. There is hardly a more responsible
position than that of a nurse in the care of the sick and the
management of the sick room : and yet nothing has heretofore
been done to qualify women for these duties. The admira-
tion of the civilized world has recently been elicited by the
humane conduct of a noble English lady, (Miss Nightingale,)
who, with a company of some forty nurses, went to attend
the sick and wounded in the array of the East. Had these
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women been previously instructed and trained for the office, it
is evident that they might have been much more efficient and
useful. And it may be further remarked, that if it is proper
for these women to have the care of sick and wounded
men, with all the disagreeable accompaniments of an army
hospital, it is certainly proper for females, and entirely within
their sphere, to study and practise the healing art among their
own sex.

Female physicians are needed in corrective and reformatory
institutions for women and girls, and in the female departments
of insane and other hospitals.

The medical profession should be opened to females because
they need the employment and support it will afford them.
The eminent jurist, Jeremy Benthara, as quoted in the
report alluded to, says, “ Females, especially those a little above
ordinary labor, have a peculiar disadvantage in finding occupa-
tion. Men, having more activity, more liberty, and perhaps
more dexterity, even take possession of those labors which
belong more properly to the other sex, and which are almost
indecent in the hands of men. Men are found filling the
function of midwives. I have often doubted whether the
injustice of the custom might not be redressed by the law, and
whether women ought not to be put in possession of those
means of subsistence to the exclusion of men.”

That there will be no want of women to supply the profes-
sion will be manifest when we consider that one in a thousand
would be a sufficient number, and that in all communities there
are many unmarried women, many left to early widowhood,
many married women who have no families; and, so far as
relates to New England, there are some thirty thousand more
females than males ; so that, after the profession is supplied,
many will be without remunerative employment or adequate
support.

Should large numbers of young women qualify themselves
for the medical profession, and soon be diverted from its prac-
tice by domestic duties, the knowledge would be of great service
in their families, and they might afterwards, with the addition
of valuable experience, resume the exercise of their profession;
so that, should all women be fortunate enough to have homes
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to care for, a sufficient number for the public service would at
all times be at liberty to answer calls, as they now do as nurses,
and as assistants with male physicians on many occasions.

The New England Female Medical College was commenced
in Boston in 1848, being the first institution of the kind in
America. It is conducted and sustained by the Female Medi-
cal Education Society, organized the same year, and incor-
porated in 1850, with authority to hold property to the amount
of one hundred thousand dollars. The society and the college
are in their object and their management the same, the officers
of the former being also the officers of the latter.

The following paragraph is from the Sixth Annual Report of
the society and institution: “ Above a hundred pupils have
been connected with the college, who have come from all the
New England and several of the other States, and are widely
scattered in their mission of usefulness. Most of these have
confined their studies to departments of practice relating to
their own sex, and in which there is an immediate and urgent
demand for their services. Many are extensively employed in
obstetric practice—one in this city having attended above five
hundred cases in the past five years, and with a success that
cannot be surpassed, if equalled, by the most renowned profess-
ors of the art. Indeed, it is her success, together with the
natural preference for a female attendant, that has thus given
her six times as large a practice as the male physicians of the
city have on an average in this department. Others have pur-
sued the prescribed three years’ course of study and attendance
upon lectures, and are usefully and profitably employed as
physicians for their own sex and children.”

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, edited by Dr. J.
E C. Smith, and the organ of the profession in New England,
has often spoken in favor of this enterprise. Two years ago
it remarked, “several female physicians are in excellent prac-
tice in Boston, with an increasing business.” And more
recently it closed a long article upon the subject by saying,
“ We wish success to the female medical schools and prosperity
to the fair pupils.”

This college is located in Boston, as being most accessible
from all parts of the State and of New England, and because
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it, requires a large city to furnish hospital and other practice for
the pupils. The society and its institution have been sus-
tained by funds, to the amount of over fifteen thousand dollars,
furnished by benevolent individuals interested in the object,
Last year the legislature appropriated to the society the sum of
one thousand dollars annually, for five years, to pay the tuition
of forty pupils a year from the different counties, according to
the number of senators in the legislature.

As this sum, together with all other tuition money, is em-
ployed in remunerating the six professors, and as the increasing
number of pupils renders it necessary to have more ample and
expensive lecture rooms, additional apparatus, a library, &c.,
the directors of the institution find it difficult to obtain the
requisite funds for the purpose from individual contributions;
and hence their petition for aid from the State.

From information obtained by a full hearing of the petition-
ers, and an examination of the published documents of the
society ; from the fact that much time and labor and fifteen
thousand dollars in money have been expended in this enter-
prise, during the past six years, by public-spirited individuals,
and that the object is one of great importance and of general
interest to the people of the Commonwealth, your Committee
believe it to be not only proper, but very desirable, that the State
should now afford its aid in founding an educational institution
which promises such benefits to society in the present and in
coming time. They therefore recommend the passage of the
following Resolve.

For the Committee,

JOHN BATCHELDER,
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Resolved, That there be paid out of the treasury of the
Commonwealth to the Female Medical Education Society, in
aid of its institution, the New England Female Medical Col-
lege, the sum of ten thousand dollars, to be paid in four equal
annual payments, commencing on the first day of January,
eighteen hundred and fifty-six,—this sum to be applied in pro-
viding a suitable building, library, apparatus and other neces-
sary furniture and fixtures, and in otherwise promoting the
objects of the society and its institution, —and that the Gov-
ernor be authorized to draw his warrant therefor : provided an
equal sum be raised for the same purpose from other sources.

eommontoealtij of ittassacijuGctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Five.

RESOLVE

In Aid of the Female Medical Education Society.




