
SENATE.....No. 117.

The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred the
Petition of James D. Herrick, Alfred P. Clark, George H.
Parker, Charles S. Storrow, Franklin Grant and others, for
amendments to the Act establishing the Police Court in Law-
rence, and remonstrating against the Petition of B. W. Wood-
bury and others, have considered the same, and report the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

ROBERT B. HALL, Chairman.
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In Senate, April 13, 1855.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The standing justice of the police court
2 of the cityfof Lawrence shall receive an 'annual sal-
-3 ary of not less than thirteen 1 hundred dollars, the
4 amount of which, if above that sum, shall be deter-
-5 mined not oftener than once in each {year, by the
6 concurrent vote of the two branches of the city coun-
-7 cil of said city; and saidfsalary shall be paid to him
8 in equal quarterly payments out of the treasury of
9 said city, and shall be in full for all services which

10 he now is, or hereafter mayrbe, required to perform
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11 as said justice. The special justices of said court

12 shall receive from said treasury three dollirs per day,
13 for each day’s service by them performed a said court.
14 But neither the standing justice, nor 3 ither of the
15 special justices of said court, shall hereafter have
16 authority to hear complaints or issue warrants in
17 criminal cases returnable before said court.

1 Sect. 2. The mayor and aldermen of said city
2 shall forthwith, and hereafter, when a vacancy shall
3 occur, appoint a suitable person who, at the time of
4 his appointment shall be a justice of the peace within
5 and for the county of Essex, to be clerk of said court,
6 who shall hold his office three years, or until another
7 is appointed in his place, unless sooner removed by
8 the mayor and aldermen of said city; but he shall
9 hold his office no longer than he continues to be a

10 justice of the peace; and in case of the absence or
11 death of said clerk, the standing justice may appoint
12 a clerk pro tempore, who, at the time of his appoint-
-13 ment shall be a justice of the peace within and for
14 said county, and who shall be paid for his services
15 two dollars per day, to be deducted from the salary
16 of the standing clerk. The standing justice shall be
17 responsible for the official acts and doings of said
18 temporary clerk, who shall officiate till the standing
19 clerk shall resume his duties, or until another clerk
20 shall he duly appointed.

1 Sect. 3. The clerk shall be sworn to the faithful
2 performance of his duties, and shall give a bond to
3 said city in such sum as the mayor and aldermen shall
4 from time to time order, with sureties to the accept-
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5 ance of the city treasurer, with condition for the faith
6 ful performance of the duties of his office.

1 Sect. 4. The clerk shall attend all sessions of
2 said court, whether for the transaction of criminal or
3 civil business, and shall keep a record of all the pro-
-4 ceedings of said court; and the record of the civil
5 and criminal business shall be kept in separate books.

1 Sect. 5. The clerk, as a justice of the peace, shall
2 receive and hear all complaints, and issue all warrants
3 and processes in all criminal matters which come be-
-4 fore said court; and shall make the same returnable
5 thereto. The said clerk shall tax all bills of costs,
6 receive all fines, forfeitures and fees awarded and
7 payable in said court, and all fees for blanks and
8 copies in civil and criminal suits, which the judge
9 thereof now by law receives; which fines, forfeitures

10 and fees, together with the fees for receiving com-
il plaints and issuing warrants he shall account for, and
12 pay over to the treasury of said city quarterly. All
13 writs and processes, whether civil or criminal, issuing
14 from said court, except the complaints, warrants and
15 processes in criminal matters, as before provided,
16 shall be under the seal of said court, signed by the
17 clerk, and shall bear test of the standing justice, or

18 if he is a party thereto, of either of the special jus-
-19 tices not interested in the matter.

1 Sect. 6. The clerk shall also, whenever no other
2 counsel shall be employed on the part of the Com-
-3 monwealth, examine the witnesses in criminal prose-
-4 cutions, and conduct the cause on the part of the
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5 government, and he shall receive, in full compensation
6 for all his services under this act, as justice of the
7 peace or as clerk, except for such copies as he is not
8 required by law to make out, an annual salary of hot
9 less than eight hundred dollars, the amount of which

10 if above that sum, shall be determined by the city
11 council of said city, and be paid quarterly out of the
12 city treasury.

1 Sect. 7. The said clerk as justice of the peace, or
2 any justice of the peace for the county of Essex,
3 may issue a warrant under the forty-ninth chapter of
4 the Revised Statutes, returnable before said court, but
5 no justice of the peace within the city of Lawrence
6 shall exercise any further jurisdiction than to issue
7 such warrant; the said clerk shall not be retained or
8 employed as counsel or attorney in any suit, complaint,
9 petition, or other proceeding whatever, before said

10 court, except as above provided, nor in any case which
11 shall have been heard or tried therein ; and neither of
12 the special justices shall be retained or employed as
13 counsel, or attorney, in any cause which shall have
14 been heard by them respectively.

1 Sect. 8. The said court shall be held on every
2 day of the week, Sundays excepted, at nine of the clock
3 in the forenoon, to take cognizance of crimes, offences
4 and misdemeanors, and twice at least each month, at
5 ten of the clock in the forenoon, and by adjournment
6 as much oftener as may be necessary, for the entry
7 and trial of civil actions, the hearing of motions and
8 such other civil business as may come before it.
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1 Sect. 9. The jurisdiction of said court shall not
2 be limited by reason of any interest on the part of the
3 justices thereof or any of them or of the clerk, in
4 the payment of fines and costs imposed by said court,
5 which are payable into the treasury of the city of
6 Lawrence, or of the county of Essex.

1 Sect. 10. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


