
SENATE....: No. 141.

The Joint Committee on Claims, to whom were referred the
petition of Thomas Russell and others, in favor of P. F.
Williston, and of F. C. Shomburg and others, in aid thereof,
and also the remonstrance of J. P. Clarkson and others,
against the same, have given the matter a full and candid
consideration, and ask leave to

Your Committee deem it to be simply an act of justice to
the parties interested to make, as a part of their report upon
this subject, a few statements of facts which have been brought
to their knowledge during the investigation of these papers.

The individual in whose behalf the petitions have been pre-
sented is by birth a Swede. For a period of about eight years
he has been devoted and untiring in his attentions to such of
the foreign immigrants as his acquaintance with their various
languages would enable him to comprehend their wants and
necessities. Especially have his benevolent and philanthropic
efforts for the amelioration of the condition of those in desti-
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lute circumstances been manifested among the Swedish,
Danish, and Norwegian emigrants.

When this class of strangers has arrived in Boston Harbor
Mr. Williston has left his business and gone on board the ship
to visit them, and given such information and advice as would
insure their escape from the nets and traps of those pests of
society who in large sea-ports fatten their purse, and ripen
their guilt, by cajoling and robbing the confused and defence-
less stranger, and enabled them without detention and loss to
proceed on their way to the West, which is in fact the destina-
tion of nearly all of this class of immigrants.

When disease has prevailed to a great extent he has been at
the quarantine hospital for several days at a time, assisting the
officers of the institution as an interpreter, and with such other
service as he was able to render. When parties have pro-
ceeded on their journey westward, taking along with them
their sick and feeble, he has accompanied them a part of the
distance as their guide and interpreter, and on one occasion
was himself taken sick with ship fever near the city of
Albany, and compelled to experience the inconvenience and
expense of sickness among strangers.

For these emigrant parties he procures tickets from the rail-
road agents at the usual reduced rates, and furnishes them
without any additional charge. And in many cases, where
emigrants have not been able to purchase tickets, he has pro-
vided the money from his own pocket, or collected it from his
friends and paid for the same, or persuaded the railroad agent
to pass them free of charge over the entire route. For others
whom he has found in a state of destitution and exposure he
has provided a place of shelter and comfort, with food and
other necessaries of life, and made efforts to procure for them
some employment by which they might be able to earn for
themselves a livelihood.

To such an extent has he carried this system of benevolence
and national sympathy that he has sometimes had as many as

fifteen or twenty poor immigrants thus quartered upon his gen-
erosity ; and scarcely ever is he without some who look to him
for that daily provision which the body requires.

So generally is he now known to such of his countrymen as
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remain in this Commonwealth, that, if they require any assist-
ance or advice, application is usually made to him—and thus
his time is occupied, and his business pursuits interrupted,
much to his disadvantage.

From statements made before the Committee by the Super-
intendent of Alien Passengers, it appears to be a question
whether there is at the present time a single Swede in any of
our prisons or public charitable institutions, and also that Mr.
Williston has very much aided the officers of that department
in the discharge of their duties, by his services as an interpret-
er, and in other ways for which services it does not appear
that he has received any commensurate remuneration.

Although his motive has been one of the purest benevolence
towards his countrymen, his efforts have at the same time
undoubtedly saved large sums of money to the Commonwealth
by hastening to the West many immigrants who would other-
wise have become a public charge.

For acts of this nature he has incurred the enmity of inter-
ested parties, whose interest seems to be to keep the immigrant
in Boston for the purpose of plundering him. He has been sub-
jected to oppressive arrests and groundless suits, and his life
has repeatedly been threatened.

In view, therefore, of these facts, it is heartily recommended
that whenever the Superintendent of Alien Passengers requires
such services as Mr. P. F. Williston is competent to perform as
interpreter, or agent to assist in forwarding emigrants to the
West, he be thus employed, and receive for such services a fair
and just compensation.

And your Committee would further recommend, that as
an acknowledgment of his well-directed efforts, rather than as
any adequate payment therefor, the passing of the accompany-
ing Resolve.

DANIEL WARREN, Chairman.
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Resolved, For reasons set forth in the Petitions of Thomas
Russell and others, that there be paid out of the treasury of
the Commonwealth to P. F. Williston, of Boston, the sum of
one hundred dollars; and the governor is requested to draw his
warrant accordingly.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Five.

RESOLVE

In favor of P. F. Williston.


