
SENATE.....No. 150.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the House Bill entitled an Act to establish a Police Court in
the town of Lee, report that the same ought to pass.

For the Committee,

E. ANDREWS.

In Senate, April 23, 1855.

erommontoealO) of iHassadjusettfiL



eommontoealtt) of //Haßsacimsms.

2 POLICE COURT IN LEE. fApril,

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assetnbled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. A police court is hereby established in
2 the town of Lee, to consist of one learned, able, and
3 discreet person, to be appointed and commissioned by
4 the governor, pursuant to the constitution, to take
5 cognizance of all crimes, offences, and misdemeanors
6 committed within the town of Lee whereof justices of
7 the peace now have, or may hereafter have, jurisdiction.
8 And the court hereby established shall hear and deter-
-9 mine all suits, complaints, and prosecutions in like

10 manner as is by law provided for the exercise of the
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11 powers and authority which are or may be vested in
12 justices of the peace, and shall do all acts necessary
13 to, and consistent with, such powers and authority ;

14 and the said police court shall also have original juris-
-15 diction and cognizance of all suits and actions which
16 may now, or at any time hereafter -, be heard, tried,
17 and determined before any justice of the peace in the
18 county of Berkshire, and exclusive jurisdiction when-
-19 ever all the parties reside in Lee and service of the
20 writ is had on the defendant in said county ; and no
21 writ in any such action or suit shall be made return-

-22 able before any justice of the peace within said town
23 of Lee, but to said police court only; and an appeal
24 shall be allowed from all judgments of said police
25 court in like manner and to the same extent that
26 appeals are now allowed by law from judgments of
27 justices of the peace ; and the justices of said police
28 court shall not be of counsel or attorney to any party
29 in matter or thing whatsoever which may be pending
30 in said court.

1 Sect. 2. All warrants issued by said court shall be
2 made returnable, and shall be returned, before said
3 court; and no warrant shall be issued by any justice
4 of the peace within the county of Berkshire, except
5 by the standing justice or one of the special justices
6 of said court, for any crime or offence committed
7 within said town of Lee.

1 Sect. 3. All fines and forfeitures and all costs in
2 criminal prosecutions which shall be recovered by or
3 paid into the hands of said justice of said court
4 shall be |by him accounted for and paid over to the
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5 same persons in the same manner and under the same
6 penalties as are by law prescribed in cases of justices
7 of the peace. All costs in such prosecutions not thus
8 received shall be made up, taxed, certified and allowed,
9 and shall be paid in like manner as is provided by

10 law in cases of justices of the peace.

1 Sect. 4. The justice of said court shall be allowed
2 to retain for his annual compensation, out of the fees
3 received by him for his services as said justice, the
4 sum of three hundred dollars for each year, and in
5 the same proportion for any part of a year ; provided
6 his fees for services in criminal business amount to
7 the said sum of three hundred dollars per year ; if not,
8 he shall be allowed to retain whatever sum of money
9 said fees amount to. And the said justice shall, on or

10 before the first day of January of each year, pay over
11 to the county treasurer of the county of Berkshire
12 all the surplus fees received by him from said crimi-
-13 nal business over and above said sum of three hun-
-14 dred dollars.

1 Sect. 5. A court shall be held by said justices at
2 some convenient and suitable place, to be provided at
3 the expense of the said town of Lee, on two several
4 days of each week, at nine of the clock in the fore-
-5 noon, and as much oftener as may be necessary, to
(i take cognizance ofcrimes, offences, and misdemeanors;
7 and said courts may be adjourned from day to day by
8 the justices thereof, and at such other times as may
9 be necessary for the trial of civil suits and actions;

10 and the justice of said court shall from time to time
11 establish all necessary rules for the orderly and uni-
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12 form conducting|of the business thereof. Complaints
13 may be received and warrants issued by(

him at all
14 reasonable times when said court is not in session.

1 Sect. 6. The justice of said court shall be allowed
2 as a compensation for his services, in the trial and
3 determination of civil suits cognizable by said court
4 under this act, to tax, receive, and retain the same
5 fees now allowed by law to justices of the peace in
6 civil cases.

1 Sect. 7. The justice of said court shall keep a
2 fair record of all proceedings in said court, and shall
3 make return to the several courts of all legal pro-
-4 cesses, and of his doings therein, in the same manner
5 as justices of the peace are now required by law to
6 do; and he shall also, annually, in the month of Jan-
-7 uary, exhibit to the selectmen of the town of Lee a
8 true and faithful account of moneys received by him.

1 Sect. 8. All suits, actions, s and prosecutions
2 which shall be instituted and pending before any jus-
-3 tices of the peace within the town of Lee when this
4 act shall take effect shall be heard and determined as
5 though this act had not been passed.

1 Sect. 9. There shall be appointed by the gov-
-2 ernor, by and with the advice and consent of the
3 council, two special justices of said court; and when-
-4 ever it shall happen that the standing justice of said
5 court shall be interested in any suit or prosecution
6 cognizable in said court, or shall from any cause be
7 unable to hold said court, or discharge any of the
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8 duties required of him by this act, the said special
9 justices shall have power to issue the processes of

10 said court, and to hear and determine any matter or
11 cause pending therein—the said cause being assigned
12 on the record by the standing or special justices ; and
13 such special justices, for services rendered, shall be
14 paid by the standing justice out of his salary such
15 sums as justices of the peace are paid for like services.

1 Sect. 10. The governor shall have power, by and
2 with the advice and consent of the council, to appoint
3 said justice and special justices at any time after the
4 passage of this act.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.

House of Representatives, April 19, 1855.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

H. A. MARSH, Clerk.


