
SENATE.....No. 175.

The Standing Committee on Towns, to whom were committed
the Petition of Joseph Allen and others, praying for Division
of the Town of Plymouth, also the Petition of the Com-
mittee of the Town of Plymouth, and of Daniel Robbins
and others, in aid of same, together with the Remonstrance
of Wm. Sears and others, submit the following

and the accompanying Bill.

The Committee gave several hearings to all parties inter-
ested in the subject, and visited the town at the invitation of
the committee of the town.

We find that Plymouth has now a territory of about fifteen
miles in length along the shore of the sea, and of a varying
width, averaging about five miles. The separation of Kings-
ton, on the north, many years since, has left the compact set-
tlement in the northerly portion of the town; while to the
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southward there is a large territory, with sparse and chiefly
rural population, and a few small villages. The chief villages
are Manomet, Eel River, (or Chiltonville,) and Willingsly, (or
Hobb’s Hole.) The people of this territory, which is South
Plymouth, are obliged to travel to a very considerable distance
to attend town meetings; and the increase of the compact
town, and the development there of the characteristics, inter-
ests and necessities of a city-like character, have produced a
diversity and almost an inconsistency of interests and feelings,
so obvious and so likely to increase that we find the inhabit-
ants of both sections of the town agreeing in opinion that a
separation ought to take place. No person appeared before us
to oppose a separation. The only question debated before us
was, the place where the division line should be made.

At a town meeting, held on the sth of January last, it was
voted by a large majority, with little opposition, to petition the
legislature to divide the town at a place called Stephen’s Lane j
and a committee was appointed to present a petition to that
effect. Subsequently, it appearing that several persons living
a little south of Stephen’s Lane preferred to reside in the old
town, a compromise was made, and the inhabitants of South
Plymouth adopted a line, to be run southerly of Stephen’s
Lane, and north of Willingsly, (or Hobb’s Hole Brook,) which
line is represented by the petition of Joseph Allen and others.

At the regular March meeting this year, upon an order of
notice from the legislature, it was voted, by a vote large, if not
quite unanimous, not to oppose a division to be made in pur-
suance of Mr. Allen’s petition. At the adjournment of this
meeting, held in April, it was voted to appoint a committee to
see that the line was run in a manner and at a place just to both
parties, and to see that the terms of settlement of the division
were equitable. This was a mixed committee, consisting of
persons from both sections of the town ; and the committee
appeared before us. The people of South Plymouth fixed
their line of division at Holmes’ Lane, a place answering to
the description in Mr. Allen’s petition ; and it appeared to
your Committee that no persons living south of that line were
opposed to being set off', although the opinions of a few were
doubtful, and that, with these exceptions, all that would be
embraced in the new town by this division were anxious of
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being set off. From the inhabitants of the old town there was
no formal remonstrance against this line ; but several inhabit-
ants of that section appeared before the Committee to urge
that the line be removed so far south as to leave the village of
Willingsly and the whole of the harbor line as far as the head
of the beach in the old town. After a full hearing and exami-
nation of the spot, the Committee approve of the line desired
by the petitioners. The reasons which bring them to this
conclusion they ask leave to assign in brief.

First—All or nearly all of the persons to be set off at this
line are desirous of being part of the new town, and the
Committee presume them to be the best judges of their own
interests; and no line farther to the southward of this line
could be adopted, which would not leave in the old town sev-
eral citizens of prominence and influence who are desirous of
being set off; and the Committee see no sufficient reason for
counteracting their wish.

Second—The village of Willingsly, which is the territory in
dispute, contains a considerable portion of the resident taxable
property of the town. If this village is left out, the new town,
very large in territory, will be srtiall in population, not strong
in point of taxable property, and will be burdened with unu-
sually large expenses. Being near to a large county town, a
centre of business and travel, it will have a great amount of
roads to maintain, and roads which will be a good deal trav-
elled, the population being scattered in small and rather
distant gatherings or hamlets. The number of school-houses
has always been, and must continue to be, large in proportion
to the number of scholars. Some statistics were laid before
the Committee which seemed to them to establish these posi-
tions ; and the people of South Plymouth assured the Com-
mittee, through their agents and counsel, that they would be
unwilling to attempt the formation of a new town without the
aid of Willingsly.

Third—The people of South Plymouth are largely engaged
in fishing. Nearly one-half the fishing fleet of Plymouth is
owned in the proposed new town, and there are other vessels
owned there. The harbor at Eel River is very shoal, and is
said to be growing more shoal; and the only valuable harbor
privilege is north of Eel River village, and between that and
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Holmes’ Lane. The proposed line would give to South Plym-
outh a good harbor port of about three-fourths of a mile,
leaving to the old town a harbor port of about three miles, and
the inhabitants of South Plymouth would have their wharves
and places of business in the same town where they reside;
whereas, the line proposed by certain of the inhabitants of the
old town—that at the head of the harbor—would leave the
wharves, water privileges, and counting-rooms, and much of the
valuable property of the people of South Plymouth within the
jurisdiction of Plymouth. The Committee can see no rea-
sonableness or equity in this arrangement, while it would be
attended with many disadvantages. It is a disadvantage and
inconvenience for citizens to have their places of business and
their business property, while near to their residences, set in a
different jurisdiction. As to all this taxable property, they be-
come non-residents, and have no voice in its taxation, in deter-
mining the laying out of roads, or other -municipal improve-
ments connected with it, or in any matters of police or other
municipal jurisdiction.

Fourth—The Committee do not see that the loss of Wil-
lingsly to the old town will be attended with any peculiar
disadvantages beyond those which always attend the loss of
territory and population ; while the loss of this village to the
new town might even defeat the project of a separation, in the
propriety of which all seem to agree.

The Committee thought it natural that the old town should
seek to secure to itself this territory and population ; and in
this opposition of interests we thought the considerations, that
the people of the disputed territory preferred to go with South
Plymouth, and that their so doing would be attended with no
extraordinary and peculiar inconvenience to the old town, while
the loss of it would probably defeat the desirable result of a
new corporation, ought to prevail.

The Committee have thought the duties of the legisla-
ture, in a case of a proposed division of a town, to be twofold
—first, to see that the interests of the whole do not suffer;
and, second, to act as an umpire between the portions of the
town. We can see no interest of the State which can be in-
juriously affected by the incorporation of a new town. The
proposed new town will contain a population of over two
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thousand inhabitants, and a valuation of about $BOO,OOO.
This will constitute a new political community of sufficient
strength to perform in a satisfactory manner all those duties
which our polity casts upon municipal corporations. And
whereas this is the case, we think that the Commonwealth
gains by every establishment of a new political community,
with the duties and honors of a little republic, a new training
school of public officers and servants, having the duties of
citizens and officers under an increased sense of responsibility.
Where, too, as in this case, there is a great and increasing
diversity, and even inconsistency, of interests, between two
sections of a town, and no peculiar inconvenience is incurred
by their separation, not only the towns, but the State, gains by
the establishment of peace and tranquillity in place of discord
and contention. In this case, the history of the town has
shown a good deal of expense'of frequent town meetings, in-
curred by reason of the great difference of interests to which
we have referred.

The proposed division leaves to the old town a territory of
about three miles square, with a harbor front of about three
miles, with a population likely to be united in interests and
feelings, securing to them the ability to carry out the improve-
ments necessary to a growing town. And it leaves the old
town a valuation of a little less than two millions of dollars,
and all the localities and monuments of historical interest.

Both as guardians of the interests of the State, and as um-
pire between the two portions of the present municipality, we
are of opinion that the legislature should grant the prayer of
the petitioners; and we ask leave to report the accompanying
Bill to incorporate the town of South Plymouth.

J. D. BLACK, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Town of South Plymouth.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. All that part of the town of Plymouth,
2 iu the county of Plymouth, which lies southerly of
3 the following line, viz.: Beginning at the centre of a

4 lane known as Holmes’ Lane, on the road to Sand-
-5 wich, and thence running along the middle of said
6 lane to the ordinary high-water mark of the harbor;

7 thence north-easterly, in a straight line, across the
8 harbor, to a stone monument on a point called Open-
-9 ing Point, on the beach; thence in the same line

10 across the beach as far as the jurisdiction or property
11 of the town of Plymouth now extends; then to begin
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Five.
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12 again at the said point of beginning, at the centre of
13 Holmes’ Lane, on the Sandwich Road, and thence fol-
-11 lowing the centre of said Holmes’ Lane, in a general-

O j o

15 ly westerly direction, to the South Pond Road; thence
16 from the point where said lane intersects said road,
17 south-westerly in a straight line to a stone monument
18 on a point which extends from the north-easterly side
19 of Great South Pond, (said monument being on the

20 south-easterly edge of said point;) thence from said
21 monument across said pond to a stone monument in
22 the great line between the fifth and sixth great lots,
23 near the landing-place, on the southerly side of said
24 pond; and thence to follow said great line between
25 the fifth and sixth great lots, to the boundary line of
26 the town of Carver,—is hereby incorporated into a
27 separate town by the name of South Plymouth. And
28 the inhabitants of said town of South Plymouth are
29 hereby invested with all the powers and privileges, and
30 shall he subject to all the duties and requisitions, to
31 which other towns are entitled and subjected by the
32 constitution and laws of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of said town of South
2 Plymouth shall he holden to pay all arrears of taxes
3 legally assessed upon them before the passage of this
4 act, and the said town of South Plymouth shall be
5 holden to pay its proportion of all state and county
6 taxes which said town of Plymouth may be required
7 to pay previous to the taking of the next State valua-
-8 tion, said proportion to be ascertained and determined
9 by the valuation of the town of Plymouth next pre-

-10 ceding the passage of this act.
11 And the said town of South Plymouth is hereby
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authorized and required to assess such proportion of
the state and comity taxes required to be raised by the
town of Plymouth, determined and ascertained as
aforesaid, upon the polls and estates of the inhabitants
of said South Plymouth, and to pay the same on de-
mand of the town of Plymouth.

Sect. 3. The said town of South Plymouth shall
be holden to pay its proportion of the debts due and
owing by, and all liabilities existing against, the town
of Plymouth at the time of the passage of this act,
and shall be entitled to receive of the town of Plym-
outh its proportion of all corporate property now
owned by the town of Plymouth, such proportions to
be ascertained and determined by the valuation of the
town of Plymouth next preceding the passage of this
act; and in ascertaining and determining said propor-
tions of the corporate property of the town of Plym-
outh, all the common and undivided lands of the town
of Plymouth, whether riparian or otherwise, shall be
held by the inhabitants of the town in which they lie,
and be allowed for accordingly in said apportionment.

Sect. 4. The said towns of Plymouth and South
Plymouth shall be respectively liable for the support
of all persons who now are relieved or may here-
after be relieved as paupers, whose settlement was

gained by, or derived from, a settlement gamed •within
their respective limits.

Sect. 5. The town of South Plymouth shall pay
its just and equitable proportion of the surplus rev-

enue whenever called for by the government of the
tinited States.
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1 Sect. 6. In case the said towns shall disagree in
2 respect to the division of paupers, town property, town
3 debts, or state and county taxes, the court of common
4 pleas for the county of Plymouth is hereby authorized
5 to, and shall, on application of either town, appoint
6 three disinterested persons as commissioners to hear
7 the parties and award thereon; and their award, or
8 that of any two of them, when accepted by said court,
9 shall be final.

1 Sect. 7. The said town of South Plymouth shall
2 remain a part of the town of Plymouth for the pur-
-3 pose of electing state officers, senators and representa-
-4 tives to the general court, and representatives to con-
-5 gress, until the next decennial census shall he taken,
6 or until another apportionment of representatives to
7 the general court shall he made. The meeting for the
8 choice of said officers shall he called by the selectmen
9 of Plymouth, who shall preside at said meetings; and

10 the selectmen of South Plymouth shall make a true
11 list of persons belonging to said town of South Plym-
-12 outh qualified to vote at every such election; and the
13 same shall be taken and used by the selectmen of
14 Plymouth for such election in the same manner as if
15 it had been prepared by themselves. Such meetings
16 shall be held in the town of Plymouth.

1 Sect. 8. Any justice of the peace for the county
2 of Plymouth is hereby authorized to issue his warrant
3 to any principal inhabitant of said town of South
4 Plymouth, requiring him to warn the inhabitants of
5 said town to meet at the time and place therein ap-
-6 pointed, for the purpose of choosing all such town

2
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7 officers as towns are by law authorized and required
8 to choose at their annual meetings.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


