
SENATE.....No. 179.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was committed the
Report of the Commissioners appointed under the Resolve
of April 29, 1854, directing them to consider the expedi-
ency of obviating the crossings of the Boston and Lowell
Railroad Corporation, the Fitchburg Railroad Company, the
Boston and Maine Railroad Company, and the Eastern Rail-
road Company, and the repeal of so much of the charters
of the same as allows them to cross Causeway Street, in
Boston, have considered the same, and

That they have had these subjects under consideration dur-
ing the short time that has elapsed since the report of the
commissioners was put into their hands, but do not feel pre-
pared, upon the slight personal examination and limited inves-
tigation which they have been able to give to subjects of such
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magnitude, to decide with any great degree of assurance just
what the public good requires.

The attention of the committee has been chiefly confined
to that portion of the said commissioners’ report which relates
to the repeal of so much of the charters of the several rail-
roads as allows them to cross Causeway Street. It is to be
regretted that the commissioners should have delayed their
report until so late a period in this session, that, notwithstand-
ing the committee have given close attention to the subject,
and have had a number of important hearings from parties
concerned, they have found so much involved in this case as
to be utterly unable to determine just what justice to all
parties may require, during this session of the legislature, con-
sidering all the various bearings of this subject upon the
interests and business of the corporations, the city of Boston,
and the public generally, and taking into account not only
the present but the probable future wants and interests of all
concerned.

The commissioners recommend that, instead of repealing
any portion of the charters of'these roads, they be authorized
to cross Causeway and Traverse Streets by bridges over them.

Your committee feel that they are not in possession of
sufficient facts and reasons to justify them in proposing any
present action upon this part of the commissioners’ report.

In relation to obviating the crossings of these several rail-
roads, the commissioners recommend that the Fitchburg be
raised above its present level so as to carry it above all the
other railroads, and also over all the public highways which
intersect the route, and that the Eastern and Grand Junction

be carried over the Boston and Maine.
Your committee are not able to see from their examination

of this branch of the report why the public safety may not be
as well secured by requiring all trains to make a complete stop
within a few rods of each crossing. By so doing, sufficient
opportunity will be given to the engine-men of any trains that
may be liable to meet at such crossing to take all proper meas-
ures to prevent a collision. After coming to a full stop near
each crossing, the trains must of necessity pass these dangerous
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points at such a slow rate of speed as that they may be again
stopped almost instantly should circumstances render it neces-
sary.

Your committee therefore report the accompanying Bill.

B. F. WHITE,
Z. L. RAYMOND,

Of the Senate.

ISRAEL W. ANDREWS,
STEPHEN LOVELL,
OTIS TAYLOR,
J. M. SANFORD,
JOSEPH NOYES,

Of the House.
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An ACT

To secure the Safety of Passengers at Railroad Crossings.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. Whenever any railroad now constructed,
2 or which shall hereafter he constructed, crosses or is
3 crossed by any other railroad at grade, it shall be the
4 duty of every engine-man on both such railroads,
5 when approaching the point of intersection with an

6 engine attached to a train, or moving without a train,
7 before reaching such crossing, to stop his engine at

8 some point within the distance of two hundred feet
9 of such crossing, and, when he resumes his' course*

10 to pass slowly over such crossing; and when two or
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11 more crossings on the same railroad are situate within
12 four hundred feet of each other, one stop shall suffice
13 for both. And for every violation of this act, the
1-1 engine-man offending shall forfeit and pay the sum
15 of one hundred dollars. And the corporation on
16 whose railroad such offence shall be committed shall
17 forfeit and pay the further sum of three hundred
18 dollars therefor.

1 Sect. 2. All actions for forfeitures which shall
2 be incurred under this act shall be brought on com-
-3 plaint of any person in the name of the Common-
-4 wealth in the county where the offence was commit-
-5 Jed. And in all cases of conviction one-half of the
6 amount forfeited shall go to the complainant, and
7 the other half shall be paid to the treasurer of the
8 city or town within which the offence shall be com-
-9 mitted, for the use or benefit of such city or town.




