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The Joint Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom
was referred the Petition of the Charles River Railroad
Company for leave to extend their line, respectfully submit
the following

The Charles River Railroad Company, with the New York
and Boston Railroad Company, forming what is called the Air
Line route between Boston and New York, desire to make a
connection of their line with the northern and eastern roads
running out of the city of Boston. In order to do this, it is
necessary that they should leave their present line in Newton,
and pass through parts of Newton, Brighton, Cambridge and
Somerville, to points of connection with the Fitchburg, the
Boston and Lowell, and the Eastern Railroads, with means of
access to the Boston and Maine Railroad. These several roads
are also desirous of the proposed extension and connections
being made; and the present and prospective wants of the
business and travelling community seem to demand the earliest
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accomplishment of this design. The Air Line route between
New York and Boston is twenty-five miles shorter than any
other, and if the contemplated extension and connections
prayed for be made, a vast amount of business from the East
and North that would tend to New York by and through other
channels, will seek its way by and through Boston, and Mas-
sachusetts will receive an access of business that will increase
and enlarge from year to year. The same may be said of
business from the South and West seeking access to the
North and East. The present line of the Air Line route ter-
minates at Brookline, and the only access it has to Boston is
over the Boston and Worcester Railroad by the Brookline
branch. With the large and largely increasing business of the
Boston and Worcester and Western Railroad, it is not possible
for the former to accommodate at its depots any large amount
of business that would come to or go from Boston over the
Air Line route, and hence it becomes necessary that this route
should seek other means of access to and accommodations in
this city. The proposed route is no longer than that which is
now used, while the grades are for more favorable, and the
connections are far more desirable.

It is evident that this proposed route and connections must
be made at some time not distant, and if made now it will be
done with more ease and with less expense to all parties in-
terested.

The Committee therefore cannot hesitate to recommend the
passage of the accompanying Bill.

MOSES TENNEY, Jr.,
Of Senate.

S. GARDNER,
P. W. PAIGE,
E. BALDWIN,
T. C. WEBB,

Of House.
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AN ACT

To authorize the Charles River Railroad Company fur-
ther to extend their line.

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The Charles River Railroad Company are
2 hereby empowered to construct a railroad with one

3 or more tracks, diverging from their chartered and
4 constructed’ line at some point in the town of Xcw-
o ton, and running thence through the town of Brigh-
(> ton, crossing the Boston and Worcester Railroad to a

7 point on Charles River, northerly and westerly of the
Western Avenue Bridge, and crossing Charles River

9 by a suitable bridge, thence through the city of Cam-
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10 bridge, crossing Putnam street easterly of Hilliard’s
11 brick house; crossing Main street at or near its junc-
-12 tion with Ellery street, running under or near Ellery
13 street on the westerly side thereof, and having its
14 westerly line not more than seventy-five feet from the
15 easterly side of Ellery street to Harvard street, thence
16 curving towards Dana street and crossing Broadway
17 as near Dana street as may be practicable; thence
18 crossing Cambridge street, curving easterly and pass-
-19 ing through the southerly part of Somerville, across
20 Line street, Hampshire street, Prospect street, and
21 Webster avenue, to a point near the southerly line of
22 the Fitchburg Railroad easterly of the Glass-house,
23 thence parallel with the Fitchburg Railroad, crossing-
-24 the Grand Junction or Union, and the Boston and
25 Lowell Railroads, and thence turning and running
26 southerly not less than one hundred and fifty feet
27 southerly of the bridge of the Fitchburg Railroad, be-
-28 tween Charlestown and Somerville, as the same has
29 been built and now stands, unless by agreement with
30 said Fitchburg Railroad Company, across Charles
31 River to a point on the Eastern Railroad, or on the
32 Boston and Lowell Railroad, or to a point in the city
33 of Boston between the termini of the two ; and said
34 Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation are hereby
35 authorized to curve and change their bridges and
36 tracks to make room for the same, with the right to
37 said railroad to enter the city of Boston in connection
38 with either of the said aforenamed railroads with the
39 consent thereof, and to take such lands not held by
40 any other railroad for similar purposes as may be ne-

-41 cessary for the purposes of their road and depots, ac-

-42 cording to law.
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1 Sect. 2. The crossing of said Charles River Rail-
-2 road over the Boston and Worcester Railroad shall
3 be by a good and substantial bridge, which shall be
4 constructed and maintained in safe condition and re-
-5 pair by said Charles River Railroad Company ; and
6 such bridge shall be so constructed as to leave a clear
7 space of not less than fifty feet between the abut-
-8 ments, and shall be seventeen feet clear above the top
9 of the rail of said Boston and Worcester Railroad.

1 Sect. 3. The bridges across Charles River shall
2 be constructed in a thorough, safe and substantial
3 manner, with commodious and convenient draws and
4 suitable piers to facilitate the passage of vessels; and
5 said company shall keep the piers and draws in good
6 repair, and shall open the same and afford all proper
7 accommodations to vessels having occasion to pass the
8 same by day or night.

1 Sect. 4. The said railroad shall in no case cross

2 any existing highway at its grade and without a bridge
3 therefor, except with the express consent of the proper
4 authorities of the city or town where the same may
5 be; but shall pass over or under all such highways,
6 or shall pass such highways over or under said rail-
-7 road by means of safe and durable and commodious
8 bridges or tunnels, to be by said company constructed
9 and maintained for said railroad or highway as may

10 be, subject to the'reasonable approval of the authori-
-11 ties aforesaid, and the necessary alteration of the grade
12 of any such highway shall also be subject to such ap-
-13 proval.



[May,CHARLES RIVER R. R. COMPANY.

1 Sect. o. From the point where said railroad enters
2 Dana Hill southerly of the Main Street in the city of
3 Cambridge, to the point where it leaves Broadway, it
4 shall pass by a continuous tunnel of brick or stone
5 mason work, passing under Main, Ellery, Harvard
6 and Broadway Streets, without disturbing the incli-
7. nations or rate of grade of either thereof, and if the
8 grade of any street he altered, it shall be under the
9 direction and to the reasonable approval of the proper

10 authorities of said city.

1 Sect. 6. Said company shall establish depots in
2 Brighton, Cambridge and Somerville, subject to the
3 reasonable approval of the proper authorities thereof,
4 and shall stop such trains at said depots as may rea-
-5 sonably accommodate the citizens thereof.

1 Sect. 7. Said railroad shall not cross any other
2 railroad than the Grand Junction or Union, at grade,
3 except with the consent of such railroad.

1 Sect. 8. Said railroad company may take and use
2 the new bridge across Charles River, erected by and
3 for the use of the Boston and Lowell Railroad Corpo-
-4 ration, with their consent, or upon erecting and fur-
-5 nishing to them a like and as well constructed bridge
t) westerly of the same.

1 Sect. 9. Said company shall with respect to the
2 new line hereby authorized be subject to all the du-
-3 ties, liabilities and restrictions, and enjoy all the rights
4 and privileges set forth in the forty-fourth and thirty-
-5 ninth chapters of the Revised Statutes, relating to rail-
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6 roads, and in the acts incorporating and extending
7 said Charles River Railroad.

1 Sect. 10. The Legislature may authorize any rail-
-2 road corporation to enter with their railroad on and
3 use said railroad or any part thereof, by complying
4 with such reasonable rules and regulations as said
5 Charles River Railroad Company may prescribe, and
6 by paying such tolls as may be agreed upon by the
7 parties, or be determined by law.

1 Sect. 11. If the location of such new line of rail-
-2 road be not filed according to law within one year
3 after the time when this act shall take effect, and if
4 the same be not constructed within three years there-
-5 after, then this act shall be void.




