
SENATE.... No. 28.

Executive Department Council Chamber, )

Boston, February 11, 1858. }

Hon. Julius Rockwell, Speaker of the House of Represents
lives.

Sir :—I have the honor to transmit a Report of the Commis-
sioners on Boston Harbor, with a manuscript Chart, and copies
of an engraved Chart of the Harbor, for the use of the
Legislature.

NATH’L P. BANKS.

Commonumiltl) of ittaosacljuoctts.
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To His Excellency Nathaniel P. Banks, Governor of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. .

The undersigned, Commissioners appointed under the Resolve
of the legislature, approved April 7, 1847, “ to designate the
points of observation and inquiry, and direct the disbursement
of the money that is required for a survey and chart of Bos-
ton Harbor by the officers and engineers of the United States
employed on the Coast Survey, commenced by them in said
harbor in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-six,”
having attended to the several duties assigned them by the
Resolve above recited, ask leave to

That immediately after they were commissioned, they entered
into correspondence with Professor A. D. Bache, the efficient
superintendent of the Coast Survey, in relation to the perform-
ance of the work specified in the Resolve, and subsequently had
a personal conference with him.

At the time of the passage of the Resolve there was no relia-
ble chart of Boston Harbor, and the Committees and Commis-
sioners who were charged with the duty of making investigations
in various parts of the harbor, had only for reference the chart
of Lieutenant Wadsworth, published in 1817, upon a small
scale, and an earlier chart of Dr. Barnes, printed in the last
century, both being exceedingly incomplete, and in many
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respects inaccurate, so that in numerous instances of investiga-
tions into alleged great and rapidly increasing changes, the
Committees and Commissioners were obliged to rely upon the
conflicting statements of pilots and engineers, who had from
time to time made small partial surveys of the harbor, having
no thoroughly accurate chart for comparison.

Professor Bache, acting for the Coast Survey, after hearing
the representations of the Commissioners, saw the necessity of
supplying a want which had been so long endured, and cheer-
fully entered into the plans of the Commissioners to procure an
early survey, and as speedily as possible thereafter, an accurate
chart upon a large scale based upon the results of such survey,
the Commonwealth agreeing, through its Oommissionefs, to
pay, upon an estimate to be made beforehand, the extra cost to
the Coast Survey Department to result from prosecuting the
work out of the regularly prescribed order for its progress, and
for the cost of the plans made upon four times the scale of the
usual coast survey scale.

The work was commenced immediately after entering into
agreement with the Commissioners, and prosecuted with great
vigor, and at the end of about three years the chart was so far
completed, as with the aid of a duplicate, (kept at Washington,)
to be always at the disposal of the Committee on Mercantile
Affairs and Insurance of the legislature, and of the city of Bos-
ton, and could always be referred to by any individual who had
any interest in or about the harbor. The chart could not be
formally presented to the State as complete, until every
part of it had been thoroughly tested as to accuracy, and
this was not done until towards the close of the last year,
when numerous corrections had to be transferred to the chart
now presented.

The city of Boston, a few years since, under the direction of
the Committee on the Harbor and the City Engineer, made a
new survey, and new soundings of the main ship channel as far
down as Governor’s Island, and the inner fort on Castle Island,
using the same lines for their soundings as were determined by
the Coast Survey in 1846—7. The chart was loaned to them for
this purpose, and a chart of comparisons, showing the changes
in four or five years, was made.
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The Commissioners, in their agreement with Dr. Bache,
provided for several hundred copies of the engraved chart
of the harbor, on the ordinary coast survey scale, which are
now presented, with the manuscript chart for the use of the
legislature.

The estimated cost to the coast survey department, for pro-
viding the manuscript and printed charts on which the agree-
ment herein above referred to was based, was three thousand
dollars, two thousand of which has been paid, and the Com-
missioners have Jiad transmitted to them a receipt for the
balance of one thousand dollars now due. The original
appropriation by the Resolves of 1847, it will be seen, was
■13,600, and besides the $2,000 already paid to the coast
survey, there has been paid to the undersigned, as Commission-
ers, the sum of $229.26 for an entirely distinct service, viz.:
drawing harbor lines around the northerly shore of East
Boston, which they were required to do by Resolves passed
on the 10th of May, A. D. 1848, in which no appropriation was
made.

Professor Bache has informed the Commissioners that the
absolute cost to his department for the extra work done for
them, is forty-six hundred dollars, which, after deducting the
three thousand dollars agreed upon, leaves one thousand six
hundred dollars, which the department will lose by the specific
work performed for the State of Massachusetts.

This sum, the superintendent hopes may be reimbursed to
him, and in considering the very valuable service which has
been rendered to the State, and the willingness that has always
been manifested by him and his assistants to aid the State in
all efforts to preserve the harbor of Boston, the Commissioners
are constrained to add the expression of their own services to
this end, which they trust will be considered when the appro-
priation is made to meet the debts absolutely due for this
service.

In making up the sum of one thousand six hundred dollars
for the coast survey, the Commissioners would state that the
duplicate chart, which has been used, as before suggested, it
has been thought, could be of material service and value to the
city of Boston, and the Commissioners, if so instructed, would



51858.] SENATE—No. 28.

be glad to negotiate with the city for a part payment of the
sum above named.

The Commissioners herewith present their account based
upon the agreement above referred to, and covering a charge
for their own services, extending over the last ten years.

All which*is respectfully submitted by
Your obedient servants,

SAM’L S. LEWIS.
EZRA LINCOLN.




