
SENATE.....No. 36.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed the
House Bill “ to establish a Police Court in the town of Taunton,”
report the same in a new draft.

For the Committee,

C. I. REED.

In Senate, March 2, 1868.

(Eommomocaltl) of Massachusetts.
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AN ACT

To establish a Police Court in the Town of Taunton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, asfolloivs :—

1 Sect. 1. A police court is hereby established in
2 the town of Taunton, to consist of one competent and
3 discreet person as standing justice, and one as special
4 justice, to be appointed and commissioned by the
5 governor, pursuant to the constitution.

1 Sect. 2. The said court shall have original and
2 exclusive jurisdiction over all offences committed in
3 said town, whereof justices of the peace or police
4 courts now have or may hereafter have jurisdiction,
5 and also over all civil suits and actions whereof
6 justices of the peace or police courts now have or may
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7 hereafter have jurisdiction, whenever all the parties
8 reside in said town.
9 Said court shall have concurrent jurisdiction with

10 justices of the peace over all offences committed in
11 the county of Bristol, whereof justices of the peace or
12 police courts now have or may hereafter have juris-
-13 diction, and of all suits and actions which are now or
14 may hereafter be within the jurisdiction of justices of
15 the peace or police courts.

1 Sect. 3. A clerk of said court shall be appointed
2 and commissioned by the governor, who shall faith-

. 3 fully perform all services by law required of the clerks
4 of like courts in this commonwealth.

1 Sect. 4. Either of the justices of said court may
2 issue warrants in all proper cases. No justice of the
3 peace shall hereafter be allowed any fees for warrants
4 issued in said town or elsewhere, for offences commit-
-5 ted in said town, and all warrants so issued shall be
6 made returnable before said court.

1 Sect. 5. The fees and costs accruing from crimi-
-2 nal prosecutions in said court shall be paid to the
3 standing justice, and out of the same he shall retain
4 for his services the sum of one thousand dollars for
5 each year, and in the same proportion for any part of
6 a year. Said standing justice shall, out of his com-
-7 pensation, pay to the special justice the fees prescribed
8 by law for the services performed by him. The clerk
9 of said court shall be entitled, out of said fees and

10 costs, to the sum of three hundred dollars for his ser-
-11 vices for each year, and in the same proportion for any
12 part of a year, and he shall also be entitled to the fees
13 for copies. Said justices and clerk shall retain also to
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14 their own use the fees received by them for civil busi-
-15 ness.

1 Sect. 6. The standing justice shall on or before
2 the first day of January in each year, pay to the treas-
-3 urer of the county of Bristol, any balance of fees and
4 costs in his hands, and all fines received by him.

1 Sect. 7. A court shall be held by said standing or
2 special justice in said town, three times each week,
3 and as much oftener as is deemed necessary for crimi-
-4 nal business; and on one day in each week, and
5 oftener if said justices shall see fit, for civil business.
6 The standing justice shall have power to make all
7 proper rules for the conduct of the business of said
8 court.

1 Sect. 8. The special justice shall not hear, try and
2 determine any cause in said court, unless the standing
3 justice shall be unable to officiate on account of ab-
-4 sence, sickness, bias, interest, or other disability.
5 When the special justice shall officiate he shall cause
6 to be stated on the record the reason therefor.

1 Sect. 9. Neither of said justices, nor the clerk,
2 shall act as counsel before said court, or in any cause
3 which may have been heard or tried or is pending in
4 said court.

1 Sect. 10. The governor by and with the advice
2 and consent of the council, shall have power to ap-
-3 point the said justices and clerk at any time after the
4 passage of this act.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall not affect any cause pend-
-2 ing when it shall take effect.


