
SENATE....No. 43.

In Senate, March 6, 1858.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was committed the Order of February 11, relative to the commit-
ment of Patients to the State Lunatic Hospitals, have consid-
ered the same and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN MORISSEY-

Commomuealtlj of iflassaclmsttfs.



COMMITMENT OF LUNATICS.2 [March,

AN ACT
Concerning the Commitment of Lunatics to Hospitals.

Be it enacted 'by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and bp the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. Whenever application is made to any
2 court for the commitment of a lunatic to any lunatic
3 hospital, the person making such application shall tile
4 with it a statement containing the following particu-
-5 lars, as nearly as they can be ascertained: The civil
6 condition and birthplace of such lunatic, the dura-
-7 tion and supposed cause of disease, the previous
8 existence of insanity or otherwise in the person or

9 family, the habits of the lunatic in regard to temper-
-10 ance, the disposition, whether suicidal or not; together
11 with any facts showing a settlement or want of settle-
-12 ment, the name and address of some one of the near-
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13 est relatives, and if the lunatic be a woman, it shall
14 be stated whether she has any children, and if so,
15 what is the age of the youngest. And when the
16 applicant is unable to state any of the above particu-
-17 lars, he shall state his inability to do so.

1 Sect. 2. The statement above provided for, or a
2 copy thereof, shall be transmitted to the superintend-
-3 ent of the hospital, with the order for commitment.
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