
SENATE.... .No. 39.

REMONSTRANCE.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled.

The undersigned, citizens of Boston, in the county of Suf-
folk, respectfully beg leave to remonstrate and protest against
certain Petitions which have been presented to your honorable
bodies, and are now pending before the Joint Committee on
Towns, by one of which Petitions the annexation of the city
of Roxbury, and by the other the annexation of the city of
Charlestown to the city of Boston, are sought and prayed for.

Your remonstrants believe that such annexations, or either
of them, will operate as acts of great injustice, will be wholly
inexpedient and exceedingly injurious and prejudicial to the
best interest of all said cities, and also of the counties of Nor-
folk and Middlesex, as well as of the county of Suffolk, and
will be looked upon and regarded by the people of the whole
Commonwealth as measures fraught with the gravest objec-
tions, and contrary to every principle of sound policy, and
tending to derange and disturb all the relations of things in
the State, as well as in said three cities.

Commonwealth of ittassadjusetts.
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The maxim of Mr. Jefferson, that great cities are, in many
respects, great sores on the body politic, is no longer a matter
of prophecy or theory, but a fact and principle, founded on
experience in this country, and demonstrated after a perfect
trial in New York and other large municipal jurisdictions. In
fact, the experiment of a large municipal organization, or of a
city government over a very multitudinous population, has
proved a failure. In New York there is no government, cer-
tainly none that effectually secures the lives, protects the prop-
erty, and guards the interests and welfare of the inhabitants.
Experience has shown that in every municipal jurisdiction, as
the territory is extended and the population increases beyond
a moderate and suitable limit, the efficiency o? the adminis-
tration deteriorates, taxes and corruption increase, and the
government accomplishes no more than a truce or absence
of hostilities. There is much reason to apprehend that in
New York and some other of the large cities in our country,
in case a suspension of specie payments should occur, and
this should be followed by a long period of scarcity, destitution
and want of employment, nothing but a large military force
could preserve the peace and prevent insecurity of life and
property, and the worst possible disorders.

In our own Commonwealth it has been found that in propor-
tion to the increase of jurisdiction and population, expenses,
taxes and all manner of abuses have increased and multi-
plied.

The undersigned believe that Boston will be much better
governed with its present territorial limits, than it will or can
bo after the annexation of Charlestown and Roxbury, or of
either of said cities, and that Roxbury, as well as Charlestown,
will with its present area live under a much more satisfactory
government than it would, if incorporated with the city of
Boston.

The debt of the present city of Boston is now increasing
every year, and it will increase, and probably more rapidly,
if the proposed annexations, or either of them, shall take
place. The present high rate of taxation would be greater
still under any such union or addition. It would grow higher
and higher from year to year, by reason of the greater magni-
tude of the city.
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On account of the high rate of taxation in Boston, a very
large number of its citizens, some possessing moderate property
and others great wealth, have removed to Brookline, West
Roxbury, and other similar towns, where the rate of taxation
is very much smaller than in this city; and if the proposed
annexations, or either of them, shall be accomplished, there is
great reason to fear that a greater emigration of citizens will
take place from Boston. And many arrangements may be
made for being assessed in other States, by reason of an
apprehension that they shall be oppressed and overwhelmed by
a much greater rate of taxation than heretofore, and that the
state of things in the old city would in consequence of such
uncalled for measures of annexation grow worse and worse
every year.

For reasons equally good, Cambridge, Chelsea, Brighton,
Brookline, West Roxbury and Dorchester, and probably many
other towns, may be annexed to Boston, as well as Roxbury
and Charlestown, or either of them. In the same manner a
large number of towns round Worcester, Springfield, Salem
and Kewburyport may be annexed to either of those cities.
In this way the State of Massachusetts may be divided into
oligarchies, principalities and quasi republics, constructed with
reference to a monopoly of commerce and business, or of
political power, and our old Commonwealth will, instead
of being a well organized State, with small, well managed,
orderly and loyal municipalities, as heretofore, exhibit a spec-
tacle like that of Italy, with its large, separate, zdval commu-
nities and quasi petty sovereignties, suspicious, jealous and
envious of each other, forever contending and struggling for
commercial supremacy and political power and superiority.

The undersigned trust that the members of the legislature,
who represent the small towns and old-fashioned, pure democ-
racies, which have at all times practised as well as preached
frugality, sobriety and economy, and given proof of their sincere
loyalty to the old Commonwealth, as it is, will never consent to
the establishment of a great and overgrown community or prin-
cipality, which by the intrigues and management of persons,
seeking to monopolize business and political power, shall control
the affairs and destinies of the State, and aggrandize itself at
the expense of the rest of the people of Massachusetts, and that,
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too, to the prejudice of the best interests of those quiet, honest,
and loyal citizens, who have always desired the City of Boston
to remain with the limits that existed when the charter for a
city was granted.

For the foregoing and very many strong additional reasons,
which the undersigned would be happy to state before any com-
mittee of the honorable legislature, they pray that the subject
of the annexation aforesaid may not be permitted to be agitated
to any extent this year,—considering that in the case of Charles-
town the whole matter was some years ago fully discussed, and
passed through a course of litigation and expensive contention,
and has now for a long time been considered as brought to a
final conclusion, and in the case of Roxbury, a very patient,
protracted and full hearing was had last year before a commit-
tee of both branches of the legislature, when two reports were
made, one in favor of and one adverse to the application, and
after full discussion the measure was significantly defeated, and
a reconsideration, though tenaciously pressed, was as promptly
refused. Under these circumstances the undersigned had good
cause to hope and believe that these troublesome questions
would be considered by all persons as finally settled, never to
be agitated anew.

Wherefore the undersigned most respectfully and earnestly
pray that these renewed applications may be rejected, and that,
too, in a manner as summary as is consistent with the sacred
right of petition, and as in duty bound they will ever pray.

GEORGE MOREY,
And 32 others.

Boston, Feb. 4, A. D. 1860.


