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HOUSE No. 5.

House of Representatives, May 20, 1861.

The Committee to whom was referred the Address of His
Excellency, report the accompanying Resolves.

Per order,

A. H. BULLOCK.
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RESOLVES
Concerning the Present Crisis.

Resolved, That the conflict now existing between the Govern-
ment of the United States and the disloyal persons and com-
munities that have instituted open war upon its authority,
should be regarded by all patriotic men as a struggle in which
the stake is the very existence of our Government and our
National Unity; and that in such a contest, fraught with the
most grave consequences to the cause of Freedom and Republi-
can Institutions, the diversities and divergencies of political
thought and action, usually observed in a free state, should be
united in a common fellowship and service beneath the common
flag.

Resolved , That while it is justly expected of the national
administration that this war upon rebellion shall be prosecuted
with all the promptness and vigor which it can command, we
invite the people of Massachusetts to bear constantly in mind
that public confidence in the government is one of the elements
of national power, and that therefore we are urged alike by
considerations of justice and patriotism to uphold the arm of
the executive of the United States, and to avoid all unnecessary
causes of public distraction and weakness ; believing that in the
hearts and in the resources of the loyal States of the Union
there is the most ample guaranty of triumphant success, and
that the President and those associated with him are conducting
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the government in a spirit of full cooperation with the great
uprising of the people.

Resolved, That in the prompt and vigorous action of His
Excellency, the Governor, in response to the call of the Presi-
dent, in the enthusiasm and unanimity with which our fellow-
citizens have rallied in support of the government, as well
those who were first in the field, as the thousands who are ready
to follow, and especially in the historic precedence which, hav-
ing assigned to this Commonwealth a place in the front rank in
the original war of Independence, has now again conferred
upon her annals the first honors of bloodshed in the present
conflict, Massachusetts expresses the fidelity to Liberty and Law
which is a part of her character, and for the maintenance of
which all her resources, all her hearts, and all her arms, are
pledged forever.

Resolved, That we invoke the people of the Commonwealth,
while they will sustain the cause of the Union with a continu-
ance of the patriotism and liberality which have marked the
beginning, at the same time to strengthen their patriotic posi-
tion by the practice of a wise and intelligent economy, qualify-
ing and reinforcing a public spirit by a proper husbanding of
their resources, in all their private pursuits maintaining, as far
as possible, the several departments of local industry in active
operation, and in their municipal action avoiding every unwise
expenditure, to the end that the zeal and power with which we
have entered into the contest may continue unabated and unim-
paired to its close.

Resolved, That Massachusetts will cherish the memory of
her citizen soldiers engaged in the war which sectional fanati-
cism and rebellion is waging against the public liberties, that
under the supervision of her own patriotic and industrious
Executive and through the properly constituted agencies she
will hold their life, health and comfort among the objects of
her care, and that, if any shall fall as some have already fallen
in the cause dear to her heart, she will preserve their names
and their deeds in immortal honor, as equally a memorial of
their valor and an example to the future generations of her
sons




