
HOUSE....;■No. 53.

House op Representatives, February 4,1861.

The Committee on the Library, to whom was referred the
Order of January 30,1861, relative to the purchase of a bust of
one or more of the governors of the States of this Union, report
the accompanying Resolve.

The merit of this proposed action consists in the opportunity
now offered, through the talent and assiduity of Mr. Henry
Dexter, to commence a collection of the busts ofall the governors
of Massachusetts since the adoption of the present constitution.
The committee feel that this would be a desirable object. The
present possession of the busts of the governors of the State who
were in authority immediately succeeding the revolutionary
period, in which they were active and illustrious participants,—
of Hancock and Adams, would be ofrare pleasure to the people of
this State. So, too, the lineaments of many since that period,—
of Sullivan, Gerry, and Strong, with others of their successors,
if preserved in marble, and placed in some convenient and
accessible place within the State House, would give great satis-
faction, we cannot doubt, to the people of the Commonwealth
in future years, as well as at the present time.

As the Committee have suggested, a favorable opportunity is
now offered to begin such a collection of the busts of our chief
magistrates, “ some of whom have been illustrious, many of
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them eminent, and all of them distinguished,” through the
offer of Mr. Dexter to furnish the bust in marble of our late
executive, Nathaniel P. Banks, for a reasonable compensation.

Should the legislature deem it judicious to now commence
such a collection, and annually make appropriation for one or
more busts, of uniform size and cost, it is not improbable that
the entire series of governors under the constitution, numbering
twenty-one in all, could be presented by different artists either
from busts taken during life, or from other memorials in the
possession of surviving relatives. Indeed, to show the facility
with which the design can be adopted, the Committee will
mention that Mr. Dexter alone could at once furnish, if desired,
busts of governors Davis, Morton, and Briggs from his own
mouldings during their respective occupation of the executive
chair, and that of governor Everett from a bust by Powers.
Other artists, doubtless, could readily add to the collection.

Aside from the historical value and interest of such a collec-
tion, which constitutes the chief impulse to this Report, the
Committee are impressed with the consideration that the Com-
monwealth could, in this particular, manifest a proper apprecia-
tion of the skill and genius of her sons who have become
eminent in this department of art ; and while bestowing the
meed of approval upon praiseworthy application and study, at
the same time give generous evidence that no department of
human usefulness, culture, or honor, is by her overlooked or
neglected.

For these reasons the Committee ask for the passage of the
accompanying Resolve.

CHARLES W. SLACK.
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RESOLVE

For the purchase of a Bust in Marble of Honorable Nathaniel
P. Banks.

Resolved, That for the purpose of forming a collection of
busts in marble of the several governors of Massachusetts, the
commissioners upon the State House be, and hereby are, autho-
rized and empowered to contract, at a price not exceeding five
hundred dollars, with Henry Dexter, of Cambridge, sculptor,
for a bust in marble of Honorable Nathaniel P. Banks, late
governor of this Commonwealth ; the same, when completed,
to be placed by them in some convenient, appropriate and ac-
cessible place within the State House; and for the payment
therefor a warrant be drawn upon the treasury.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-One.




