
HOUSE.....No. 68.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts :

The undersigned would respectfully represent to your honor-
able body, that, at a legal town meeting held in the town of
Billerica on the first day of January, 1861, it was voted, that
the selectmen be instructed to petition the legislature in refer-
ence to the repeal of an Act entitled “ An Act in relation to the
Flowage of the Meadows on Concord and Sudbury Rivers
that said Act was passed by the legislature of said Common-
wealth for the year eighteen hundred and sixty, authorizing a
portion of the dam across the Concord River in that part of
said Billerica called North Billerica to be taken down and
removed ; That the removal of such portion of said dam will
destroy the water-power thereby created ; That vast and exten-
sive manufacturing operations are now carried on by said water-
power, and are dependent thereon for their continued existence ;

That a large number of persons aye employed, thus affording a
good market for agricultural products raised in the vicinity ;

That such removal will therefore, not only prevent the future
prosperity of the town, but will destroy a great amount of taxa-
ble property in said town heretofore of great value, and will
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diminish the population thereof, and prove a fatal blow to its
prosperity, being the only water-power of any account within
the limits of said town ;

That said Act becomes an authority and a precedent of the
most decisive, and perhaps dangerous character; by virtue of
which every dam throughout said Commonwealth may be
destroyed, and the treasury of the Commonwealth be depleted
to an unlimited extent in payment of damages to mill-owners ;

That said Act was passed at the end of the session of said
legislature in the hurry and confusion of the completion of
unfinished business, and with but slight and imperfect knowl-
edge in the great body of legislators upon a subject requiring
accurate information, careful investigation, and mature consid-
eration ;

Wherefore, your petitioners pray that said Act may be
repealed; and that in place thereof, may be passed an Act
authorizing the appointment of commissioners to ascertain by
experiments the effect of said dam upon the agricultural inter-
ests of said County of Middlesex, by means of which the legis-
lature can have before them certain facts upon which to base
future action, if any such, be hereafter necessary or expedient.

BENJ. L. JUDKINS,
DUDLEY FOSTER,
I. A. COLSON,

Selectmen of Billerica.


