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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled :—

The Executive Committee of the Washingtonian Home re-
spectfully beg leave to present to your honorable body the wants
of the institution they represent, and to ask a continuance of
the aid heretofore granted by the State in furtherance of its
objects. They do this with increased confidence, under the
conviction that the successful results of the last two years have
fully demonstrated the great utility and importance of the
institution, and the practical value of its operations.

Circumscribed as it has been in its means and the scope of its
operations, with an existence of only three years’ duration, it
has already restored to Massachusetts hundreds of useful and
valuable citizens, who but for its timely and efficient agency
would have sunk beyond a doubt, dishonored and disgraced to
the drunkard’s grave.

Simple in its organization, and untrammelled by complex
machinery, the funds devoted to the support of the Home have
been directly applied to the objects specified in its charter, viz.:
“ to provide a retreat for inebriates, and the means of reforming
them.” In pursuance of these objects it has sought to grapple
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with Intemperance even in its most loathsome and degraded
forms, and by saving those already far advanced in the road to
ruin, to render efficient service in checking the progress of
crime and pauperism, the great social evils of society.

The following table presents a brief abstract of the cases
received at the Home during the year ending January 1,
1861:

Whole number received, 276
Natives of Massachusetts, ...... 113
Natives of other States, 97
Foreigners, 66
Residents of Massachusetts, ..... 251
Residents of other States, 25
Cases of delirium tremens, ...... 45
Deaths, ......... 2

Out of the whole number (276) who have been inmates of
the Home during the year, 190 are known to be leading sober
and temperate lives at the present time. Forty-three others are
supposed to have received no permanent benefit from their stay
at the institution ; and the subsequent history of the remaining
number after leaving the Home, is unknown.

In behalf of the Executive Committee.

JOSEPH STORY, President.
Geo. F. Bigelow, Secretary.

Boston, February 9,1861.


