
HOUSE....~No. 88.

House op Representatives, February 15,1861.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Resolve
in relation to a Ship Canal to connect Barnstable Bay and
Buzzard’s Bay, report that the said Resolve ought to pass, for
the reasons following;—

First, Because it appears by the Resolve, approved April 4,
1860, chapter eighty-four of the Resolves of that year, that the
Committee were instructed to do certain things, and to ascer-
tain certain facts, without restriction as to the expense they
were to incur.

Secondly , Because the said Committee have stated in their
report to the Speaker of the House, accompanying the present
Resolve, sufficient reasons for the expenditures already made,
and shown a necessity for a further appropriation.

Thirdly
,

Because the Committee of Finance, is not the
proper tribunal to act definitely upon the question whether the
inquiry instituted by the legislature of 1860, shall be further
pursued or abandoned, nor is it within the province of said
Committee to determine whether the said inquiry, if continued,
shall be conducted by the same committee or others.
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Fourthly, Because a majority of the Committee of Finance
is of opinion that the appropriation asked for is required to
meet obligations which the Commonwealth cannot honorably
avoid, whether the further prosecution of the inquiry be
continued or abandoned.

Per order,

JOHN S. TYLER, Chairman.
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Resolved , That the time for completing the exploration, sur-
veys, plans and estimates of the ship channel or canal to con-
nect Barnstable Bay with Buzzard’s Bay, be extended, to enable
the committee to present the same to the legislature in accord-
ance with the resolution on that subject, passed April four,
eighteen hundred and sixty.

Resolved ,
That said committee be authorized to employ

George R. Baldwin to superintend the necessary surveys and
engineering for said canal, and that his services, to be approved
by said committee, be paid for out of any money in the treasury
not otherwise appropriated, on the warrant of the governor.

Resolved, That the sum of six thousand dollars be, and the
same is hereby appropriated to defray expenses of the committee
and of surveys heretofore incurred, and hereafter to be incurred,
in making surveys and soundings, collecting statistics, &c.,
under the resolution before mentioned.

Resolved, That the committee make their report in accord-
ance with said resolution, as soon as the work shall bo completed.

RESOLVES

In relation to a Ship Canal to connect Barnstable Bay and
Buzzard’s Bay.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-One.




