
HOUSE.....No. 160.

House op Representatives, March 15, 1861.

The Committee on Manufactures, to whom was referred the
Petition of the Boston Gas Light Company, the Bill intro-
duced on leave in the Senate, January 28, 1861, relating to
Gas Companies, and the Bill (same title) taken from the tiles
of last year, together with other papers on the same subject,
beg leave to

That they have given the subject committed to their charge
the most careful and considerate attention, and have heard at
great length, in person and by counsel, the parties interested
both in the manufacture and consumption of gas. In addition
to this, the Committee have personally examined the large and
extensive works of the Boston Gas Light Company, and have
had performed in their laboratories every experiment that
would add to your Committee’s practical knowledge of the
matter they were investigating, and which would give them
that general information on the subject, without which they
could have arrived at no satisfactory conclusion. At the hear-
ings before your Committee, every gas company in the State
was represented, tkey unitedly possessing a capital of nearly

dommonmcaltl) of illftssatljusctls.
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fire millions of dollars, a part of which is undoubtedly of the
most productive kind.

The gas consumers were faithfully, earnestly and assiduously
represented by one who has taken a deep interest in the whole
subject, and whose circular has been placed in the hands of
every member of the legislature. Both parties presented Bills
to your Committee for their adoption, which Bills harmonized
well together, and in fact they were nearly the same, except in
regard to the number of inspectors of gas to be appointed, the
policy of determining upon the quality of every gas company’s
product, and the regulation of the pressure of gas in different
places within the limits of cities and towns. The evidence
before the Committee, by actual experiment and testimony,
showed that the last-named subject (viz., pressure ,) is now
entirely in the hands, and under the perfect control of the con-
sumer, as much as is the draught of his store, or the height of
the wick in the lamp one may burn.

The second point of difference, of defining by law the precise
quality of the gas of the various companies, was shown to be
a matter of great difficulty, and which has not yet been attempted
in any country in the world, except so far as to declare, as does
the Bill of the Committee, the illuminating power below which
it shall not fall. Both parties, in their Bill, placed this “ illu-
minating power ” at “ twelve standard sperm candles,” but in
the opinion of your Committee, (governed as it is by actual
experiment and comparison,) gas of fifteen candles illuminating
power is the least which should be merchantable.

The other point in dispute, as to whether it would be best to
have one scientific and expert inspector to visit often every gas
company in the State, and inspect the quality of their gas, the
accuracy of their test gasometers, and the correctness of their
meters, or give this power of appointing some one person for
each town or city to do all these various labors, and perform
the most delicate and nice chemical experiment, was most
thoroughly scrutinized by us, and in this, as in all other points
in the law, we are unanimous in the opinion in favor of a State
Inspector, with a salary sufficient to command the services of
an experienced chemist and able man, with deputies in towns
and cities to so far assist him, as to be allowed to inspect gas
meters, leaving the scientific portion of gas inspecting entirely
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in the hands of the general inspector. There are also in the
Bill some general provisions for the better protection of the
rights of gas companies, which thus far in our legislation have
been entirely neglected by the legislature, and which were pro-
posed and agreed upon by both parties. With these explana-
tions, your Committee submit the Bill herewith reported to the
candid attention of the legislature, not claiming for it perfection,
but bringing together in it the best features, as it seemed to us,
of all the Bills submitted to our inspection, and yet regarding
it as only the basis upon which a succeeding legislature may
frame a more perfect and finished statute.

Per order of the whole Committee,

D. F. PARKER.
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AN ACT
For the Inspection of Gas Meters, the Protection of Gas

Consumers, and the Protection and Regulation of Gas
Light Companies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Ilmise of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The governor shall, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, appoint an Inspector of Gas
3 Meters and of Illuminating Gas, whose office shall be
4 in the city of Boston, and whose duty it shall he
5 when required, as is hereinafter provided, to inspect,
6 examine, prove, and ascertain the accuracy of any and
7 all gas meters to be used for measuring the quantity
8 of illuminating gas to be furnished to or for the use
9 of any person or persons, and when found to be cor-

10 rect, to seal, stamp, or mark all such meters, and each
11 of them, with some suitable device, and with his name,

Commonujcfllt!) of ittassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
One.
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12 the date of his inspection, and the number of burners
13 it is calculated to supply. Such device shall be
14 recorded in the office of the secretary of the Com-
-15 monwealth.

1 Sect. 2. He shall hold his office for the term of
2 five years from the time of his appointment, and until
3 the appointment of his successor, but may be removed
4 by the supreme court for cause ; and he shall receive
5 an annual salary of two thousand five hundred dollars
6 to be paid out of the treasury on the warrant of his
7 excellency the governor. Such inspector shall not in
8 way or manner, directly or indirectly, be interested
9 pecuniarily in the manufacture or sale of illuminating

10 gas or gas meters, or of any article or commodity used
11 by gas light companies, or for any purpose connected
12 with the consumption of gas ; and shall not give cer-
-13 tificates or wnitten opinions to any maker or vender of
14 any meter, or of any such article or commodity ; and
15 he shall be duly sworn to the faithful performance of
16 his duties, and shall give bonds in one dollars
17 for the faithful discharge of the same.

1 Sect. 3. Said inspector shall, in the month of
2 December of each year, furnish to the treasurer and
3 receiver-general, a list of all the gas light companies
4 in operation in the Commonwealth; and his salary
5 shall, annually, in the month of January, be assessed
6 and paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth by
7 the several gas light companies in this Commonwealth,
8 in amounts proportionate to their appraised valuation,
9 as declared in the returns required in the General

10 Statutes of this Commonwealth, chapter sixty-eight,
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11 section twenty, and in case such gas light companies,
12 or any or either of them, shall refuse or neglect to
13 pay into the treasury the amount or portion of said
14 salary which shall be by said treasurer required of
15 them respectively, for the space of thirty days after
16 written notice given by said treasurer to them respec-
-17 tively, to make such payment, then the said treasurer
18 shall institute an action in the name of, and for the
19 use of, the Commonwealth against any such delinquent
20 gas light company for their said portion or amount of
21 such salary with interest thereon, at the rate of ten
22 per centum per annum, from the time when said notice
23 to make such payment was given, and the costs of the
24 action.

1 Sect. 4. Whenever the mayor and aldermen of
2 any city or the selectmen of any town, shall upon
3 petition to them by gas consumers, and upon hearing
4 of the same, determine that it is necessary to have a
5 local inspector or inspectors of gas meters, they shall
6 proceed to appoint a deputy-inspector or inspectors,
7 who shall hold their office for three years unless
8 sooner removed for cause, and their duties and obliga-

\
°

9 tions in inspecting gas meters shall be the same as
10 those of the inspector, and their salary shall be fixed
11 by the mayor and aldermen of cities and selectmen of
12 towns, to be paid quarterly by the gas company
13 located in the place where such deputy-inspectors
14 are appointed: and provided, further, that in all cases
15 the gas company, or consumer, may appeal to the
16 inspector from the deputy-inspector’s decision. The
17 standard or unit of measure for the sale of illuminat-
-18 ing gas by meter shall be the cubic foot, containing
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19 sixty-two and three hundred twenty-one one-thou-
-20 sandth pounds avoirdupois weight of distilled or
21 rain-water, weighed in air of the temperature of sixty-
-22 two degrees Fahrenheit scale, the barometer being at
23 thirty inches.

1 Sect. 5. No meter shall be set after the first day of
2 October, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, unless it be
8 sealed and stamped in the manner required by this act.

1 Sect. 6. There shall be provided at the expense
2 of the Commonwealth, at the office of the inspector,
3 a standard measure of the cubic foot, and such other
4 apparatus as in his judgment shall be necessary for
5 the faithful performance of the duties of his office.

1 Sect. 7. Every gas light company with a capital
2 paid in of one hundred thousand dollars, or more,
3 and every maker and vender of meters, shall set up at
4 some convenient place upon their premises a gas-
-5 holder, to be tested, and if correct stamped and
6 sealed, containing five or more cubic feet, by means
7 of which meters shall be tested at the average pressure
8 at which gas is supplied in the city or town where
9 they are to be used; attention being paid to the tem-

-10 perature of the room where the trial is made, of the
11 apparatus, and of the gas. There shall be provided
12 by every gas light company, a test meter of a con-
-13 struction approved by the inspector and stamped by
14 him, to be used in cities and towns where no test gas-
-15 holders are provided, or whenever proving by a gas-
-16 holder is impracticable or inconvenient. In the
17 examination of a meter the inspector shall see that it
18 is of an approved principle, and shall give his par-
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19 ticular attention to the measure of the dial-plate; he
20 shall prove the meter when set level, and for each
21 burner which the manufacturer has stamped it to
22 register, it shall be capable of passing gas accurately
23 at the rate of six cubic feet per hour; and no dry
24 meter shall be stamped correct which varies more than
25 two per cent, from the standard measure of the cubic
26 foot, and no wet meter shall be stamped correct, which
27 is capable of registering more than two per cent.
2<S against the consumer, and five per cent, against the
29 company. He shall keep at his office a correct record
30 of all meters inspected by him, with their proof at the
31 time of inspection, which record shall be open at all
32 times for examination by the officers of any gas light
33 company in this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 8. Meters in use may be tested on the re-
-2 quest of the consumer, by the gas light company, in
3 the presence of the consumer if desired, with sealed
4 apparatus, as provided for in section seven, and after-
-5 ward, if unsatisfactory to him, or if the company
6 refuse, by the inspector or deputy-inspector. If the
7 consumer’s meter is found to be correct, he shall pay
8 to the gas light company the expenses attending such
9 inspection, and the re-inspection shall be stamped on

10 the meter. If proved incorrect, the gas light com-

-11 pany shall pay such expenses, and shall furnish a new
12 meter without any charge to the consumer.

1 Sect. 9. Illuminating gas shall not be merchant-
-2 able in this Commonwealth which has a minimum
3 value of less than fifteen candles; that is, a burner
4 consuming five cubic feet per hour shall give a light
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5 as measured by the photometric apparatus in ordinary
6 use, of not less than fifteen standard sperm candles,
7 each consuming one hundred and twenty grains per
8 hour. Every gas is to be tested with the burner and
9 under the pressure best adapted to it, and the result

10 shall be calculated at a temperature of sixty degrees
11 Fahrenheit. Whenever requested by the mayor and
12 aldermen of any city, or the selectmen of any town,
13 the inspector shall report to them whether the gas
14 supplied in the respective city or town is of the legal
15 standard, and also whether it is sufficiently well puri-

-16 fied from sulphuretted hydrogen, ammonia, and car-
-17 bonic acid.

1 Sect. 10. Any officer or servant of a gas light
2 company, duly authorized in writing by the president,
3 treasurer, agent, or secretary of said company, mayq
4 at any reasonable time, enter any premises lighted
5 with gas supplied by such company, for the purpose
6 of examining, or removing the meters, pipes, fittings,
7 and works for supplying or regulating the supply of
8 gas, and of ascertaining the quantity of gas consumed
9 or supplied, and if any person shall at any time, di-

-10 rectly or indirectly, prevent or hinder any such officer
11 or servant from so entering any such premises, or from
12 making such examination, or removal, such officer or
13 servant may make complaint under oath to any justice
14 of the peace of the county wherein such premises are
15 situated, stating the facts in the case so far as he has
16 knowledge thereof, and the said justice may thereupon
17 issue a warrant directed to the sheriff or either of his
18 deputies, or to any constable of the city or town where
19 such company is located, commanding him to take

2
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20 sufficient aid and repair to said premises, accompanied
21 by such officer or servant who shall examine such
22 meters, pipes, fittings, and works for supplying or
23 regulating the supply of gas, and of ascertaining the
24 quantity of gas consumed or supplied therein, and if
25 required remove any meters, pipes, fittings, and works
26 belonging to said company.

1 Sect. 11. If any person or persons supplied with
2 gas neglects or refuses to pay the amount due for the
3 same, or for the rent of the meter or other articles
4 hired by him or them of the company, such company
5 may stop the gas from entering the premises of such
6 person or persons. In such cases the officers, servants
7 or workmen of the gas light company, may enter the
8 premises of such parties, between the hours of eight
9 in the forenoon and four in the afternoon, and sepa-

-10 rate and take away such meter, or other property of
11 the company, and may disconnect any meter, pipes,
12 fittings, or other works, whether the property of the
13 company or not, from the mains or pipe of the
14 company.

1 Sect. 12. Every person who wilfully or fraudu-
-2 lently, injures or suffers to be injured, any meter,
3 pipes or fittings belonging to any such gas light com-
-4 pany, or prevents any meter from duly registering the
5 quantity of gas supplied through the same, or in any
6 way hinders or interferes with its proper action or just
7 registration, or fraudulentlyburns the gas of saidcom-
-8 pany, or wastes the same, shall for every such offence,
9 forfeit and pay to the company not more than one

10 hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action of tort to
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11 be brought by the company against such offender, and
12 in addition thereto, shall pay the company the amount
13 of damage by them sustained byreason of such injury,
14 prevention, waste, consumption, or hinderance.

1 Sect. 13. Every person who attaches any pipe to
2 any main or pipe belonging to any such gas light
3 company, or otherwise burns or uses, or causes to be
4 used, any gas supplied by said company, without their
5 written consent, or without having the same passed
6 through a meter set by the company, and whoever
7 lights a street lamp supplied with gas by said company
8 without their written consent, shall forfeit and pay to
9 said company the same fine and in the same manner

10 as declared in section twelve.

1 Sect. 14. This act shall go into effect July first,
2 eighteen hundred and sixty-one.




