
HOUSE.....No. 171.

House of Representatives, March 19, 1861.

The Joint Standing Committee on Education, to whom was
referred the Memorial of the Associated Institutions of Science
and Arts, asking for a charter for the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, and petitioning for a grant of Back Bay lands
in a continuous space, for the uses respectively of said Insti-
tute, of the Boston Society of Natural History, and of the
Massachusetts Horticultural Society, have considered the
same, and respectfully

REPORT
as follows;

The memorialists, representing various associations devoted to
manufactures, the mechanic arts, commerce, agriculture, natu-
ral science and public education, have had repeated hearings
before the Committee, in which they have presented orally and
by printed documents a full and comprehensive account of the
objects and plans of the before-mentioned institutions as bearing
on the material and educational interests of the Commonwealth,
and have submitted a variety of evidence to illustrate the effect
of the proposed grant in augmenting the value of the adjacent
lands.
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Looking to all these considerations the memorialistsurge that
the institutions in question are doubly entitled to the legislative
cooperation ; first, from the great benefits which they are calcu-
lated to confer on the education and industry of the State, and
secondly, from the circumstance that these valuable results will
be secured, either wholly without charge upon the treasury of
the Commonwealth or by an expenditure quite insignificant in
comparison with the benefits attained.

As regards the petition for a charter for the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, empowering it to carry into effect the
plan of a Society of Arts, a Museum of Arts, and a School of
Industrial Science, your Committee believe the objects of the
institute to be of the highest moment to the material and edu-
cational progress of the State, and are moreover satisfied of the
sincere purpose and ability of those concerned in the enterprise
to carry it into successful operation. They therefore recom-
mend that the charter prayed for be granted.

In relation to the assignment of Back Bay land for which the
memorialists pray, your Committee would state that the peti-
tioners, referring to the plan of the territory adopted by the
commissioners in 1857, ask the State to set apart and assign
to the use of the Boston Society of Natural History and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology the first section of land
lying west of Berkeley and between Newbury and Boylston
Streets, extending to Clarendon Street, the former society to
occupy about one-third and the latter the remaining two-thirds
of this section. They further ask that the next section of land
lying west of Clarendon Street in the same range be set apart
for the use of the Horticultural Society, for ornamental plant-
ing and for the erection hereafter of structures suited to the
wants of the society and to the decoration of the grounds.

Your Committee need not enter into details relating to the
organization, objects and future purposes of these several insti-
tutions ; especially as the printed documents prepared with the
view of giving full information on these subjects have been for
some time in the hands of the legislature. Restricting our-
selves to a few prominent statements in this connection, we
would briefly mention certain facts and views which the memo-
rialists urge as entitling these societies respectively to the coun-
tenance and assistance of the State.
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Referring first to the Boston Society of Natural History, it
appears that this institution, now in existence more than thirty
years, has been greatly instrumental in creating and extending
a taste for scientific studies and researches throughout the
community; that it has made valuable contributions to natural
science, especially as regards the geology and natural history
of the State; that it is yearly furnishing additions of
acknowledged value to scientific literature by its published
journal and proceedings; that it has accumulated a rich and
varied collection of objects from the mineral and organic
worlds, and a library of more than 5,000 volumes, embracing
works of great value for scientific reference, and that its
museum, freely opened to the public once a week is largely
visited by teachers and their schools, and is recognized as an
important means of general instruction. Your Committee are
further informed that in these efforts to advance the natural
sciences and the cause of popular education, the society, with
the exception of a grant of $1,500 spread over five years, has
never asked or received pecuniary aid from the State, but has
been dependent wholly on the enthusiasm of its members and
the occasional munificence of individuals.

The memorialists represent in behalf of this society that the
present building in Mason Street, is quite too small for their
rapidly increasing collections, besides being otherwise unfit for
the purposes for which it is used, and they urge that by the
erection of an ample structure specially adapted for their
objects, they will be able to make their labors and instructions
more extensively useful to the public, at the same time that
they secure for themselves a more efficient equipment for those
researches by which they may enlarge the boundaries of
knowledge. It is moreover represented as a part of their plan,
in the event of the success of their present petition, to carry
out a system of lectures provided for in their constitution, so
as to offer to teachers of the common schools and others
seeking such knowledge, stated instruction in subjects con-
nected with natural history.

In reference to the Institute of Technology, your Committee
have been furnished witli full information through the oral
statements of the memorialists and the printed documents
already alluded to, in which are sot forth the objects and plan
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of the Institute, and the history of the steps thus far taken in its
organization.

As regards the public benefits to be anticipated from it, the
memorialists represent, that such an institution in its three-fold
character of a society of arts, a museum of arts, and a school of
industrial science, would be largely conducive to the progress
of the industrial arts and sciences throughout the Common-
wealth, and while thus adding to the material wealth of the
State, would form a supplement to our educational system of
great importance in its influence upon the intelligence and
morality of the community, and especially of the industrial
classes.

They urge that in the existing competitions of manufacturing,
commercial, and agricultural pursuits, such a special training
in practical science has become indispensable if we would hope
to maintain a prosperous career amid the busy enterprises and
inventions of the leading European nations.

They cite in favor of the plan the example of England, France,
and other states eminent for their progress in industry and
applied science, and argue from the general spread of elemen-
tary knowledge among ourselves and from the peculiarly
practical genius of our people, that we are most favorably
placed for reaping the advantages of such an institution, and
for drawing the richest profits from its teachings as applied in
the fields of commerce and the arts.

Looking to the educational bearings of their plan the memo-
rialists urge the great value to the public of each of the three
departments of the institute. They represent that the society
of arts will be the means of evolving and stimulating the
already skilled and cultivated practical talent of the State ;

that the museum of arts will offer a large treasure of knowledge
for the instruction of the general public and for the guidance
ofall who are devoted to practical science and industrial pur-
suits, and that the school of industrial science, while providing
a systematic training in the applied sciences and arts of design,
for its regular students, will open the instructions of ample
lecture rooms to the large class of artisans, merchants and
others seeking for such teachings in practical science as
they can acquire in the intervals of labor and withoutmethodical
study.
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In this connection they dwell particularly on the fact, that
the Institute will fill an important gap in the present educational
plans of the Commonwealth, by supplying the industrial classes
with the knowledge and training of which they are specially
in need, and which could not be effectually provided in any of
the existing institutions of the State.

They also urge that the facilities for the acquisition of prac-
tical science, thus provided by the Institute, being of a nature to
attract large numbers of teachers to the museums and lecture-
rooms, will conduce to more thorough practical teaching in the
common schools; and they add that it is proposed to have a cei”
tain number of lectures every year specially arranged for the
benefit of persons of this class.

In evidence of its connection with the industrial and educa-
tional progress of the State at large, the memorialists further
represent that the Institute, as thus far organized, embraces in
its list of more than two hundred members, persons from differ-
ent sections of the Commonwealth, and belonging to almost all
the active and professional pursuits ; and they state that it is
contemplated in the plan of the Institute to encourage the
formation of local societies of arts in the different towns of the
Commonwealth, whose correspondence and interchange with
the central institution in Boston may carry the working activi-
ties of the latter into every part of the State, at the same time
that they help to enrich its museums, and add to the practical
efficiencv of all its departments.

In regard to that portion of the petition of the memorialists
which relates to the application of the Horticultural Society for
the adjoining westerly square, the Committee unanimously came
to the conclusion that there was no immediate urgency in their
case, and as there is a doubt existing in some minds as to the
propriety of making the grant, it was deemed advisable to dis-
miss this branch of the petition, and leave it to future develop-
ments for legislative action, should it be desired.

Your Committee have made careful inquiry in relation to the
ability and readiness of the several societies to occupy and im-
prove the proposed grant of land, and otherwise to carry into
effect the purposes professed by them. They learn that the
Boston Society of Natural History has lately received an impor-
tant addition to its resources, which, with its previous means,
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will place it in a condition to erect a commodious and handsome
edifice for its accommodation on the grounds in question, and
that the society will be in readiness to begin building as soon as
it shall be authorized to occupy the land.

In regard to the Institute of Technology, the memorialists
represent that it is proposed by this society, as a guarantee
to the State, to agree to raise a sum of $lOO,OOO for their
appropriate purposes before entering on the granted land.
They farther state that they have already received earnest intima-
tions, conditional on this grant, of a munificent endowment to
be devoted to the School of Industrial Science, and of a liberal
appropriation from a different quarter for building purposes;
and they express the fullest confidence in their ability to secure
adequate means for entering effectively on the educational and
other plans of the Institute.

After a fall consideration of what is above briefly reported
as to the character and prospective influence of the several in-
stitutions represented in the memorial, and as to their ability
to carry out the purposes professed by them, your Committee
have been satisfied of the substantial basis of their plans and of
the great benefits to be conferred by them on the industry and
education of the Commonwealth.

Before, however, making up a conclusive opinion on the
petition of the memorialists, they have felt it their duty to
inquire carefully into the bearing of the proposed grant in a
financial point of view, and have sought to ascertain to what
extent, if any, this grant would operate to diminish the receipts
otherwise accruing from these lands to the school fund ol the
State.

According to the plan of the memorialists, sufficient space is
to be reserved to leave wide openings around the buildings of
the societies, while the form of the proposed reservation is such
as to make the aggregate of lots fronting its sides equal
to the area of the reservation. Common experience
shows that such open ornamental grounds surrounding
the buildings, together with the attractive exterior of the
latter, could not fail to increase the value of the adjacent
lands, and to this extent would reimburse the treasury for
the space withdrawn from sale. As regards the amount ol this
enhancing influence your Committee have been furnished by the
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memorialists with a large array of facts derived from the sales
of lands on the Back Bay and other open parts of the city,
going to show that improvements of the kind contemplated
have been found in every case not only to hasten the sale and
occupation of the adjacent lands, but to add very largely to
their market value, making the net proceeds of the adjacent
lands in most cases as great or even greater than the value of
the total area supposing no such reservation to have been made.
These results, moreover, have been reinforced by the statements
of experienced architects, builders and dealers in real estate in
Boston, as well as by the testimony of the superintendents of
city lands in Boston and in New York.

Whatever opinions may be entertained as to the extent of
this enhancing influence in the case of the present proposed
grant, your Committee are convinced that it would reach such
an amount as to leave but a slight deficiency in the entire pro-
ceeds of the lauds, if indeed it should not completely cover the
value of the reserved tract, and thus secure the treasury
entirely against loss.

But your Committee are unwilling to rest their conclusions
as to the prayer of the petitioners wholly or even chiefly on the
ground here presented. They see in the plans and purposes
set forth by the memorialists the assurance of great and increas-
ing benefits to the general education as well as the industry of
the community, and regarding such aims as eminently entitled
to the favor of the State, they believe that the public advan-
tages contemplated in the plans proposed would be wisely pur-
chased even by a share of the direct bounty of the Common-
wealth.

Such, however, is not the kind of aid craved by the petition-
ers. The land for the use of which they apply, has already
indirectly and in part at least been dedicated to public
education. They do not propose to withdraw it from this
object, but on the contrary to give it a new and vastly increased
value for educational purposes. The character and extent of
their plans, as well as their formal assurances to this effect,
show that in carrying out their objects they will bring together
in the services of education on the proposed grant, a wealth of
funds and of all the machinery of practical instruction, far
exceeding the entire money value of the land, and compared
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with which the dividend accruing from it to the school fund
when applied in the same service, would be utterly insignificant.

In view of these facts and considerations, your Committee
are in favor of granting the prayer of the memorialists to the
extent and according to the conditions of the following Bill.

W. BATTLES.
M. BRIMMER.
SAMUEL T. WARD.
JOHN Q. HAMMOND.
JAMES W. CLARK.
SAMUEL OSGOOD.
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AN ACT
To incorporate the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

for the promotion of Arts, and Industrial Sciences,
Agriculture, Manufactures and Commerce, and to grant
aid to said Institute and to the Boston Society of Nat-
ural History.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same , as follows :

1 Sect. 1. William B. Rogers, James M. Beebe, E.
2 S. Tobey, S. H. Gookin, E. B. Bigelow, M. 1). Ross,
3 J. D. Philbrick, F. D. Storer, J. I). Runkle, C. H.
4 Dalton, J. B. Francis, I. C. Hoadley, M. P. Wilder,
5 C. L. Flint, Thomas Rice, John Chase, J. P. Robin -

6 son, F. W. Lincoln, Jr., Thomas Aspinwall, J. A.
7 Dupee, E. C. Cabot, their associates and successors,
8 are hereby made a body corporate by the name of the
9 Massachusetts Institute of Technology, for the pur-

dtommonujcaltl) of ittassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
One.
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10 pose of instituting and maintaining a society of arts,
11 a museum of arts, and a school of industrial science,
12 and aiding generally, by suitable means, the advance-
-13 ment, development and practical application of science
14 in connection with arts, agriculture, manufactures and
15 commerce; with all the powers and privileges, and
16 subject to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities, set
17 forth in the sixty-eighth chapter of the General
18 Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation, for the purposes afore-
-2 said, shall have authority to hold real and personal
3 estate to an amount not exceeding one hundred thou-
-4 sand dollars.

1 Sect. 3. One certain square of State land on the
2 Back Bay, namely, the second square westwardly
3 from the Public Garden, between Newbury and
4 Boylston Streets, according to the plan reported by
5 the commissioners on the Back Bay, February twenty-
-6 one, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, shall be reserved
7 from sale forever, and kept as an open space, or for
8 the use of such educational institutions of science and
9 art as are hereinafter provided for.

1 Sect. 4. If at any time within one year after the
2 passage of this act, the said Institute of Technology
3 shall furnish satisfactory evidence to the governor and
4 council that it is duly organized under the aforesaid
5 charter, and has funds subscribed, or otherwise guar-
-6 anteed, for the prosecution of its objects, to an amount
7 at least of one hundred thousand dollars, it shall be
8 entitled to a perpetual right to hold, occupy and con-

-9 trol, for the purposes herein before mentioned, the
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10 westerly portion of said second square, to the extent
11 of two-third parts thereof, free of rent or charge by
12 the Commonwealth, subject, nevertheless, to the fol-
-13 lowing stipulations, namely: persons from all parts
14 of the Commonwealth shall be alike eligible as mem-
-15 bers of said institute, or as pupils for its instruction ;

16 and its museum or conservatory of arts, at all reason-
-11 able times, and under reasonable regulations, shall be
18 open to the public; and, within two years from the
19 time when said land is placed at its disposal for occu-
-20 pation, filled and graded, said institute shall erect and
21 complete a building suitable to its said purposes,
22 appropriately enclose, adorn and cultivate the open
23 ground around said building, and shall thereafter
24 keep said grounds and building in a sightly condition.

1 Sect. 5. The Boston Society of Natural History
2 shall be entitled to hold, occupy and control, for the
3 objects and purposes for which said society was incor-
-4 porated, and which are more fully set forth in its
5 constitution and by-laws, the easterly portion of said
6 second square, to the extent of one-third part thereof:
7 provided, that the said society shall, within two years
8 from the time when said portion of land is placed at
9 its disposal for occupation, filled and graded, erect a

10 building suitable to said objects and purposes, and
11 appropriately enclose, plant and adorn the open
12 ground around said building, and shall thereafter
13 keep said grounds and building in a neat and orna-
-14 mental condition.

1 Sect. 6. The rights and privileges given in the
2 last two sections are "ranted, subject to these further



3 conditions following, namely: All buildings whatso-
-4 ever, which may be erected by either of the herein
5 named institutions upon any portion of said second
6 square, shall be designed and completed, the grounds
7 surrounding said buildings enclosed, laid out and
8 ornamented, and the said buildings and grounds kept
9 and maintained in a manner satisfactory to the gov-

-10 ernor and council; and, in case either of the said
11 institutions shall, after due notice given, neglect to
12 comply with the requirements of this section, or fail
13 to use its portion of said square, or at any time appro-
-14 priate said portion, or any part thereof, to any purpose
15 or use foreign to its legitimate objects, then the right
16 of said delinquent institution to the use, occupation
17 or control of its portion of said square shall cease,
18 and the Commonwealth, by its proper officers and
19 agents, shall have the right forthwith to enter and
20 take possession of the portion of land so forfeited.

1 Sect. 7. The above named societies shall not cover

2 with their buildings more than one-third of the area
3 granted to them respectively.

1 Sect. 8. The commissioners on the Back Bay are
2 hereby instructed to reserve from sale the lots fronting
3 on said square on Boylston and Newbury Streets,
4 until said societies shall, by enclosure and improve-
-5 ments, put said square in a sightly and attractive
6 condition.

MASS. INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY. [Mar. ’6l.12


