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House of Representatives, March 20, 1861.

The Committee on Probate and Chancery, to whom was
referred the “ Special Report” of John Milton Earle, Commis-
sioner under the Act of April 6, 1859, relating to the Indians
of the Commonwealth, to the Governor and Council, in the
case of Zurviah Gould Mitchell, have considered the same, and
report the accompanying Resolves.

Per order

Commomucnltl) of lllasoncliusetts.

JOHN BRANNING, Chairman.



2 [March,RESOLVES.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-One.

Resolved
,

That the governor and council be and they are
hereby authorized to examine the claims of Zurviah G.
Mitchell, and to ascertain what amount, if any, is still due to
her for wood cut from her lots on the Indian territory at Fall
River, and sold by the successive guardians of the Indians at
that place, for their benefit; and also to agree with the said
Zurviah G. Mitchell on a sum, for which, on the payment
thereof, to her, she will relinquish to the Commonwealth all her
right, title, and interest in and to said lots.

Resolved, That in case a satisfactory arrangement cannot
otherwise be made with the said Zurviah G. Mitchell, of the
sum to be paid to her for the relinquishment of her claims, the
governor and council may agree with her on referees, to whom
the question shall be left, and whose decision thereon shall be
final and conclusive, subject however, to the approval of the
governor and council.

Resolved ,
That on the satisfactory adjustment of these matters,

the governor be authorized to draw his warrant on the treasury
for such amount as maybe awarded to said Zurviah G. Mitchell,
to be paid to her on the signing of such release as shall be
satisfactory to the governor and council, said release to be a full

€ommomumltl) of Massachusetts.

RESOLVES

In favor of Zurviah G. Mitchell.
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and perfect discharge ofthe Commonwealth, and of the guardian
of the Troy or Fall River Indians, from any claim she may have
on the Indian land at Fall River, or for wood which may have
been cut thereon.

Resolved ,
That in case a satisfactory arrangement cannot be

made with the said Zurviah G. Mitchell for the relinquishment
ofher rights in the Indian plantation, the guardian of the Troy
or Fall River tribe be authorized to proceed to survey and lay
out her lots by metes and bounds, according to the original
laying out, giving her due notice of the time when it is done:
provided, however, that the legislature shall not have previously
provided otherwise for a new survey and location of the several
lots on said plantation.




