
SENATE.....No. 25.

MEMORIAL.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General Court assem-
bled

The undersigned, Trustees of the Massachusetts School for
Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Youth, beg leave to call the attention
of your honorable body to the condition and wants of this school.
For matters of detail, they would refer to the Thirteenth Annual
Report of the Institution, published among the Public Docu-
ments of the current year. But there are a few considerations,
in addition to what is there contained, which they wish to pre-
sent to the attention of your honorable body.

It may not be known to all of you, that there has now been
in operation for the period of fourteen years, in this Common-
wealth, a school designed to educate, so far as possible, that
unfortunate class of children whose intellects are too feeble to
be proper subjects for training in our common schools.

Although Massachusetts, in harmony with her wise and gen-
erous policy of educating all her children, was the first to
initiate a measure of this kind, in which she has been success-
fully followed by other States, it was not until it had ceased to
be an experimental one in the states of the old world, where it
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had been adopted. And yet when attempted here it was deemed
so far experimental that it was only in cooperation with liberal
minded and humane individuals that the legislature were
willing at first to engage the Commonwealth in the work.

For the purpose of providing for and managing the affairs of
such a school, a corporation was created, moneys were liberally
contributed by individual benevolence, and the State made
appropriation of funds, from time to time, till in the progress
of the enterprise, it became necessary to provide more ample
accommodations for the comfort and instruction of the pupils.

The measure is no longer an experimental one. It has
achieved a success which justifies its claim to be one of the most
necessary as well as one of the most humane institutions in the
noble system of charities which dignifies and adorns our Com-
monwealth. But in attaining its present condition of useful-
ness, it became necessary, in completing and fitting up its
buildings and accommodations, to incur a debt now amounting
to the sum of three thousand dollars, for the payment of which
the Trustees have no funds or income beyond the annual
appropriation of the State for the support of inmates of the
school sent there by the officers of the State, and the sums paid
by the friends of private pupils, every dollar ofwhich is needed
to meet the current expenses of the institution. Even while
availing itself of the gratuitous services of its superintendent,
its secretary, and medical adviser and attendant, and its treas-
urer, who have performed those duties from its organization to
the present time without having received a single dollar of
compensation.

The property of the institution, for the finishing and fitting of
which this debt has been incurred, consists of about four acres
of land, with suitable and tolerably convenient buildings,
comfortably but by no means extravagantly furnished, the
expense of which has been about $85,000, of which somewhat
more than $5,000 have been contributed by individuals.

As the work preparatory to its efficient usefulness has been so
nearly completed,—as the institution is in every sense a public
charity of the same class with the hospitals for the insane and
schools for the blind and the deaf and the dumb, the Trustees
would most respectfully suggest the propriety and expediency
of the Commonwealth assuming the entire property and control
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of the institution. Indeed it is difficult to see upon what
ground it should any longer be regarded as other than strictly
of the State. Why should it not be so treated as much as the
hospitals for the insane ? If the condition of an idiot child is
hopeless, is it any more so than the adult maniac, whose insan-
ity has become confirmed and incurable by years ?

If the latter as a class of her children, helpless and pitiable,
and needing the parental care of the State, as the common
parent of all under her charge are provided for and carefully
watched over, though often the victims of their own vices and
indiscretion, why should not that other class,—the most help-
less, the most pitiable, the most needing the care of others of
all, though more by reason of their own fault,—be less carefully
provided for at the public charge ?

If the deaf and the dumb and the blind are to be taught and
educated according to their several capacities, at a common
charge to those who are more fortunate in the gifts of Provi-
dence, why should the same charity be withheld from the
feeble-minded youth who, if born to poverty and neglected in
childhood, might sink into the brutishness of the idiot, would,
by a kindly culture adapted to his condition in such a school as
this, be developed in his physical and moralnature to a capacity
for usefulness and rational enjoyment ?

To do this in any measure suitable to the wants of this
community at this moment, would require the expenditure
of from nine to ten thousand dollars annually. It requires a
talent, and a capacity of a high order to teach and train children
of this character, as well as rare qualities of judgment, patient
kindliness and unselfish benevolence of spirit to take charge of
and manage children of this class. And persons and capacities
and qualities like these cannot be had without a remuneration
somewhat proportioned to the difficulty and irksomeness of
the duty. Besides this, it cannot be expected that duties as
responsible and as onerous as those of the superintendent and
physician and treasurer of the institution will hereafter be per-
formed without something like a reasonable compensation for
the labor and responsibility which they impose.

In venturing to call the attention of your honorable body to
the situation and wants of this school, the undersigned feel
confident that they are not speaking unadvisedly or giving it
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an undue importance. They have been placed in charge of its
interests and their attention has been directed to know how far
it was needed and how far it has been able to serve the purposes
of its establishment.

It is not, they would remind you, a solitary individual here
and there concealed by the poverty or shrinking sensitiveness
of an afflicted parent, for whom such a school opens its doors of
mercy and relief. The number of those scattered through this
community is counted by scores and by hundreds. But it does
not by any means measure the extent of suffering which such a
school is designed to relieve, to count up the unconscious beings
upon whose minds a mysterious Providence has suffered the
night of idiocy to settle.

By an official examination made in the year 1854, there were
285 native born idiot children under the age of sixteen, to say
nothing of those of foreign birth. Of those native children,
sixty-five were returned as paupers though it is obvious that
the circumstances of the parents of many more must necessarily
preclude them from availing themselves of such a school for
their children unless aided by the public. And yet, though
this is the only school of the kind to which the State lends its
aid it cannot with reasonable convenience accommodate more
than seventy in number.

One thing the undersigned would urge upon the attention of
your honorable body, and that is, that the common notion that
children for whom such a school is designed are not susceptible
of improvement by its culture and training is not true. Few
of them if taken at an early period of life, w'ould not be found
to have a germ of intellect which by care and kindly culture
and patient training may be developed into growth, while many
and many a feeble-minded youth has been rescued from irre-
trievable brutishness by processes like these, to become useful
in life with the capacities and enjoyments of a rational being.

There is nothing however, in all this to dazzle the imagination
of those who are fond of external display or to attract the
observation of those who judge of measures only by striking
and palpable results. There is something in the nature of the
subject to repel rather than attract the attention of those who
aim to win public favor and eclat by the measures they advo-
cate. The poor unconscious inmate of such a school as this
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can lend no strength to any party, and the stricken parent can
only pay by the silent gratitude of an anguished heart for the
kindness which a public charity may extend to his unfortunate
child.

It is because there are so few who can speak to you from
their own observation, and because those who chiefly need
your charity in their behalf cannot speak at all, that in the
execution of the trust confided to us, we are impelled to lay
this subject before you.

Let this scheme be carried into full success, and the educa-
tional charity of Massachusetts will he complete. In the
sympathy she has ever felt for the unfortunate and the down-
trodden, in the diligence she has ever shown to watch over
the interests of the humblest of her children, it can never be
inappropriate or ill-timed to ask as we venture to do, renewed
aid for the idiotic and feeble-minded children who are scattered
through this community.

(Signed.) EMORY WASHBURN.
SAMUEL G. HOWE.
EDWARD JARVIS.
JOHN FLINT.
WILLIAM 0. MOSELEY.
R. B. STORER.
STEPHEN M. WELD.
P. W. BIRD.




