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of Massachusetts.

Executive Department, Council Chamber, }
Boston, January, 29, 1861. )

To the Honorable Senate :
I hereby transmit, for the information of the general court,

copies received at this department, of Joint Resolutions adopted
by the legislature of the State of Pennsylvania, on January 24th,
1861, together with a communication from His Excellency,
A. G. Curtin, governor of that State, which accompanied the
same; also of Joint Resolutions adopted by the general assem-
bly of the State of Tennessee, on January 22d, 1861, together
with a communication from His Excellency, I. G. Harris,
governor of that State, which accompanied the same ; also of
a Resolution adopted by a convention of the people of the State
of Georgia, (the date of the adoption whereof is not specified,)
together witli a communication from George W. Crawford,
president of said convention, which accompanied the same.

JOHN A. ANDREW.
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Executive Department, Harrisburg, )

January 24, 1861. j
Sir: In obedience to the request of the Legislature of

this State, I have the honor to transmit herewith, a copy of
the Joint Resolutions adopted by that body this day, “ Relative
to the maintenance of the Constitution and the Union.”

Very Respectfully,

A. G. CURTIN.

His Excellency John A. Andrew, Governor of the State oj
Massachusetts.

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA.
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RESOLUTION'S

Adopted by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, Jan. 24, 1861.

Joint Resolutions relative to the maintenance of the Constitution
and the Union.

Whereas, A Convention of delegates assembled in the city
of Charleston, in the State of South Carolina, did on the twen-
tieth of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty, adopt an ordinance, entitled, “ An ordinance
to dissolve the union between the State of South Carolina and
other States united with her, under the compact, entitled the
‘ Constitution of the United States of America,’ ” whereby it is
declared that the said Union is dissolved:

And whereas, It becomes the duty of the people of Pennsyl-
vania, through their representatives in this general assembly,
to make known what they consider to be the objects sought, and
the obligations and duties imposed by the constitution ; be it
therefore,

R.esolved, By the Senate and House of Representatives of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met,

and it is hereby resolved
,

That the constitution of the United
States of America, was ordained and established as set forth in
its preamble, by the people of the United States, in order to
form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic
tranquillity, provide for the common defence,promote the general
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and
theirposterity, and if the people of any State in this Union, are
not in the full enjoyment of all the benefits intended to be
secured to them by the said constitution, if their rights under
it are disregarded, their tranquillity disturbed, their prosperity
retarded, or their liberties imperiled by the people of any other
State, full and adequate redress can, and ought to be provided
for such grievances, through the action of congress, and other
proper departments of the national government.
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2. Resolved, That thepeople of Pennsylvania, entertainand
desire to cherish the most fraternal sentiments for their breth-
ren of other States, and are ready now, as they ever have been,
to co-operate in all measures needful for their welfare, security
and happiness, under the constitution which makes us one
people. That while they cannot surrender their love of liberty
inherited from the founders of their State, sealed with the blood
of the Revolution, and witnessed in the history of their legisla-
tion, and while they claim the observance of all their rights
under the constitution, they nevertheless maintain now, as they
have ever done, the constitutional rights of the people of the
slaveholding States, to the uninterrupted enjoyment of their
own domestic institutions.

3. Resolved, That we adopt the sentiment and language of
president Andrew Jackson, expressed in his message to congress
on the sixteenth day of January, one thousand eight and
thirty-three :

“ That the right of the people of a single State,
to absolve themselves at will, and without the consent of the
other States, from their most solemn obligations, and hazard
the liberties and happiness of the millions composing this Union,
cannot be acknowledged ; and that such authority is utterly
repugnant, both to the principles upon which the general gov-
ernment is constituted, and the objects which it was expressly
formed to obtain.”

4. Resolved, That the constitution of the United States of
America, contains all the powers necessary to the maintenance
of its authority, and it is the solemn and most imperative duty
of the government, to adopt and carry into effect whatever
measures may be necessary to that end ; and the faith and the
power of Pennsylvania, are hereby pledged to the support of
such measures, in any manner, and to any extent that may be
required of her, by the constituted authorities of the United
States.

5. Resolved, That all plots, conspiracies and warlike demon-
strations against the United States, in any section of the country,
are treasonable in their character, and whatever power of the
government is necessary to their suppression, should be applied
to that purpose without hesitation or delay.

6. Resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby request-
ed to transmit a copy of these Resolutions to the president of
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the United States, properly attested, under the great seal of the
Commonwealth, and like attested copies to the governors of the
several States of this Union, and also to our senatoi's and repre-
sentatives in congx-ess who are hereby requested to present the
same to the senate and house of representatives of the United
States.

(Signed.) E. W. Davis,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(Signed.) Rob’t M. Palmer,
Speaker of the Senate.

Approved—The twenty-fourth day of January, Anno Domini,
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one.

(Signed.) A. G. Curtin.

Office op the Secretary op the Commonwealth, \
Harrisburg, January 24,1861. j

PENNSYLVANIA, ss :

I do hereby certify, that the foregoing is a full and true
copy of the original resolutions of the general assembly, entitled
“ Joint Resolutions relative to the maintenance of the Consti.
tution and the Union,” as the same remains on file in this
office.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed
the seal of the secretary’s office, the day and year above
written.

S. B. Thomas, Dep. Sec. of the Commonwealth.

PENNSYLVANIA , ss.

In the Name and hy the Authority of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

ANDREW G. CURTIN,
Governor op the said Commonwealth:

To alt to whom these presents shall come : Sends Greeting'.
Know ye, That the attestation hereunto annexed, is in due

form, and made by the proper officer, and that Samuel B.
Thomas, whose name is subscribed thereto, was, at the time
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of subscribing the same and now is Deputy Secretary of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, duly appointed and com-
missioned, and full faith and credit are due, and ought to be
given to his official acts accordingly.

Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of the State, at
Harrisburg, the twenty-fourth day of January, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, and
of the Commonwealth the eighty-fifth.

By the Governor.
Eli Slifek, Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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Executive Department, Nashville, Tenn., }

January 23, 1861. J
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency the

Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of
Tennessee.

Very Respectfully,

ISHAM G. HARRIS
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RESOLUTIONS
Proposing Amendments to the Constitution of the United

States.

Resolved by the General Assembly of the Stale of Tennessee ,
That a convention of delegates from all the slaveholding States
should assemble at Nashville, Tennessee, or such other place as
a majority of the States co-operating may designate, on the
fourth day of February, 1861, to digest and define a basis upon
which, il possible, the Federal Union and the constitutional
rights of the slave States may be perpetuated and preserved.

Resolved , That the general assembly of the State of Ten-
nessee appoint a number of delegates to said convention of our
ablest and wisest men, equal to our whole delegation in con-
gress ; and that the governor of Tennessee immediately furnish
copies of these Resolutions to the governors of the slaveholding
States, and urge the participation of such States, in said con-
vention.

Resolvefl, That in the opinion of this general assembly, such
plan of adjustment shall embrace the following propositions as
amendments to the constitution of the United States.

1. A declaratory amendment that African slaves as held under
the institutions of the slaveholding States shall be recognized as
property, and entitled to the status of other property, in the
States where slavery exists, in all places within the exclusive
jurisdiction of congress in the slave States, in all the Territories
south of 36 deg. 30 min. in the District of Columbia, in transit
and whilst temporarily sojourning with the owner in the non-
slaveholding States and Territories north of 36 deg. 80 min.,
and when fugitives from the owner, in the several places above
named, as well as in all places, in the exclusive jurisdiction
of congress, in the non-slaveholding States.

2. That all the territory now owned, or which may be here-
after acquired by the United States south of the parallel of
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36 deg. 30 min., African slavery shall be recognized as existing,
and be protected by all the departments of the Federal and
Territorial governments, and in all north of that line, now
owned, or to be acquired, it shall not be recognized as existing;
and whenever States formed out of any of said territory south
of said line, having a population equal to that of a congressional
district, shall apply for admission into the Union, the same
shall be admitted as slave States, whilst States north of the line
formed out of said territory, and having a population equal to
a congressional distinct, shall be admitted without slavery ; but
the States formed out of said territory north and south having
been admitted as members of the Union, shall have all the
powers over the institution of slavery possessed by the other
States of the Union.

3. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places
under its exclusive jurisdiction, and situate within the limits of
States that permit the holding of slaves.

4. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within the
District of Columbia, as long as it exists in the adjoining States
of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor without the consent
of the inhabitants, nor without just compensation made to such
owners of slaves as do not consent to such abolishment. Nor
shall congress at any time prohibit officers of the Federal gov-
ernment, or members of congress whose duties require them to
be’in district, from bringing with them their slaves, and
holding them as such, during the time their duties may require
them to remain there, and afterwards take them from the
District.

5. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the
transportation of slaves from one State to another, or the Ter-
ritory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held, whether
that transportation be by land, navigable rivers or by seas.

6. In addition to the fugitive slave clause, provide, that when
a slave has been demanded of the executive authority of the
State to which he has fled, if he is not delivered, and the owner
permitted to carry him out of the State in peace, the State so
failing to deliver, shall pay to the owner the value of such
slave, and such damages as ho may have sustained in attempt-
ing to reclaim his slave, and secure his right of action in the

2
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supreme court of the United States, with execution against the
property of such State and the individuals thereof.

7. No future amendment of the constitution shall affect the
six preceding articles, nor the third paragraph of the second
section of the first article of the constitution, nor the third
paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the con-
stitution : and no amendments shall be made to the constitution
which will authorize or give to congress any power to abolish
■or interfere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it
■is, or may be, allowed or permitted.

8. That slave property shall be rendered secure in transit
through, or whilst temporarily sojourning in, non-slaveholding
States or Territories, or in the District of Columbia.

9. An amendment to the effect that all fugitives are to be
deemed those offending the laws within the jurisdiction of the
State, and who escape therefrom to other States ; and that it is
the duty of each State to suppress armed invasions of another
State.

Resolved, That said convention of the slaveholding States
having agreed upon a basis of adjustment satisfactory to them-
selves, should, in the opinion of this general assembly, refer it
to a convention of all the States, slaveholding and non-slavehold-
ing, in the manner following:—

It should invite all States friendly to such plan of adjustment,
to elect delegates in such manner to reflect the popular will, to
assemble in a constitutional convention of all the States, North
and South, to be held at Richmond, Virginia, on the day
ofFebruary, 1861, to revise and perfect such plan of adjustment,
for its reference for final ratification and adoption by a conven-
tion of the States respectively.

Resolved , That should a plan of adjustment, satisfactory to
the South, not be acceded to by a requisite number of States to
perfect amendments to the constitution of the United States, it
is the opinion of this general assembly that the slaveholding
States should adopt for themselves the constitution of the United
States, with such amendments as may be satisfactory to the
slaveholding States, and that they should invite into the Union
with them all States of the North which are willing to abide
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such amended constitution and frame of government, severing
at once all connections with States refusing such reasonable
guarantees to our future safety; such renewed conditions of
Federal Union being first submitted for ratification to conven-
tions of hll the States respectively.

Resolved, That the governor of the State of Tennessee fur-
nish copies of these Resolutions immediately to the governors
of the non-slaveholding States.

W. C. Whitthorne,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Taz. W. Newman,
Speaker of the Senate.

Passed January 22, 1861.




