
SENATE.....No. 102.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred the Gov-
ernor’s Address relating to the 23d Article of the Amendments
of the Constitution, also the Petition of Christian Klebart, and
646 others, asking for the repeal of the said amendment, have
duly considered said Petition and Address, and report inexpe-
dient to legislate, and that the petitioners have leave to with-
draw their Petitions.

OLIVER R. CLARK.

order of the majority of the Committee

Commomumltl) of iltaosadjusctts.

In Senate, March 19, 1861.



[March,' 2 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

The undersigned, a Minority of the Joint Special Committee
upon so much of the Governor’s Address as relates to the quali-
fication of persons of foreign birth as voters, and to whom were
committed the Petitions of Christian Klebart and six hundred
and forty-six other citizens, asking the legislature to “ repeal
the amendment to the Constitution which deprives a naturalized
citizen from voting for two years after he becomes a citizen of
the United States,” are unable to agree with the report of the
majority of the Committee.

We think that provision of the Constitution makes an unjust
discrimination between citizens of native and foreign birth,—
tends to create and foster a feeling of enmity toward the gov-
ernment, and operates as a disturbing influence in the politics
of the State, whose results are mischief only.

Believing that all the possible benefits which arise from the
present restriction can be secured by a limitation of one year,—
that this would place those of foreign birth in much the same
position that a person removing into this Commonwealth from
another State occupies, and thus cannot be subject to the charge
of making invidious and unwarrantable distinctions between any
who are really citizens of the United States, we recommend the
adoption of the accompanying Resolve and Amendment to the
Constitution.

N. U. WHITING.
JOHN BRANNIN G.
JOHN H. BARRY.

(Eommomucaltl) of illctßsadjusctts.

In Senate, March 19, 1861.

MINORITY REPORT.



31861.] SENATE—No. 102.

RESOLVE

Providing for an Amendment to the Constitution relative to
the Qualification of Voters.

Resolved, By both houses (the same being agreed to by
a majority of the senators and two-thirds of the members of
the house of representatives present and voting thereon,)

That it is expedient to alter the Constitution of this Com-
monwealth by adopting the subjoined article of amendment,
and that the same, as thus agreed to, be entered upon the
journals of the two houses with the yeas and nays taken
thereon, and referred to the general court next to be chosen,
and that the same be published to the end that if agreed to by
the general court next to be chosen in the manner provided by
the Constitution, it may be submitted to the people for their
ratification, in order that it may become a part of the Con-
stitution of this Commonwealth,

€ommomu£rtltl) of iHassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-One.



[March, ’6lCONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

Article of Amendment

1 No person of foreign birth shall be entitled to vote
2 or shall be eligible to office unless he shall have
3 resided Avithin the limits of this State for one year
4 subsequent to his naturalization and shall be otherwise
5 qualified according to the constitution and laws of
6 this Commomvealth: provided, that this amendment
7 shall not affect the rights which any person of foreign
8 birth possessed at the time of the adoption thereof:
9 and provided, further, that it shall not affect the rights

10 of any child of an American citizen born during
11 the temporary absence of the parents abroad.


