
SENATE....:No. 146.

[Mr. Writing proposes the following as a substitute for the House Bill for
the inspection of gas meters, the protection of gas consumers, and the pro-
tection and regulation of gas light companies.]

AN ACT
For the Regulation of Gas Companies, and the better

Protection of Consumers of Gas.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The mayor and aldermen of every city,
2 and selectmen of every town in the Commonwealth
3 where there is a gas company, having five hundred or
4 more takers or consumers of gas, shall appoint one or
5 more suitable persons as inspectors of gas, whose duty
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
One.
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6 it shall be to test the quality of the gas, and the
7 accuracy of the meters used for its measurement. In
8 cities and towns having a less number of gas takers
9 than five hundred, the mayor and aldermen or select-

-10 men may appoint such an inspector if they so de-
ll termine.

1 Sect. 2. Every such inspector shall hold his office
2 for the term of five years from the time of his appoint-
-3 ment, and until the appointment of his successor ;

4 but any such inspector may be at any time removed
5 for cause by the supreme court. Such inspectors
6 shall receive such annual salaries, to be paid by
7 the city or town appointing them, as the mayor and
8 aldermen of such city or selectmen of such town may
9 determine, and the amount of such salary so paid

10 shall be assessed annually on the gas company, or if
11 more than one on the gas companies in proportion to
12 their capital in the said cities and towns respectively ;

13 and any such assessment not paid in any case by any
14 such company within thirty days after receiving notice
15 thereof may be recovered by the city in an action of
16 contract. No such inspector shall be in any way in
17 the employ of any gas company or a stockholder
18 therein, or connected therewith, or in any manner,
19 directly or indirectly, interested pecuniarily in the
20 manufacture or sale of illuminating gas or gas meters,
21 or of any article or commodity used by gas light com-
-22 panics, or for any purpose connected with the manu-
-23 facture or consumption of illuminating gas, and he
24 shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his
25 duties.

1 Sect. 3. In every city and town where such
2 inspector is appointed, it shall be the duty of the
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3 gas company therein to provide and furnish for his
4 use a suitable room or laboratory, having one or more
5 gasometers holding at least five feet of gas, made with
6 proper balances, indices and adjustments, a special
7 meter or regulator for accurately measuring the
8 capacity of any kind of gas meter; and supplied with
9 all other apparatus necessary or useful in testing

10 meters, and the illuminating and other qualities of the
11 gas sold by said company.

1 Sect. 4. Gas companies may use either wet or dry
2 meters of any description ; but in every city and town
3 where an inspector is appointed, every meter set after
4 the first day of October next, shall, before being used,
5 be tested by the inspector, and stamped by him with
6 his name, the date of stamping, and the number of
7 burners it can supply; and whenever any meter is
8 removed or repaired and re-set, it shall be tested and
9 stamped anew.

1 Sect. 5. In testing meters the inspector shall
2 ascertain, first, whether the meter is of proper con-
-3 struction, and requires only the pressure of one-fourth
4 of an inch to work it; second, whether it works regu-
-5 larly and correctly, and registers exactly, the amount
6 of gas passing through it, at the ordinary pressure of
7 the gas in the main. The standard foot shall be one
8 cubic foot containing sixty-two and three hundred
9 twenty-one one thousandths pounds avoirdupois weight

10 of distilled water at the temperature of sixty-two
11 degrees Fahrenheit, and with a barometrical pressure
12 of thirty inches; and meters working with a pressure
13 of not more than one-fourth of an inch, and registcr-
-14 ing within two per centum either way of the exact
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15 number of such feet passing through them, and no

16 others shall be deemed accurate and be stamped by
17 the inspector. - Every such inspector shall keep at
18 his office a correct record of all meters inspected by
19 him, with their proof at the time of inspection, which
20 record shall be open at all times for examination.

1 Sect. 6. Any gas meter shall be inspected or
2 tested at any time by the inspector upon the request
3 of either the gas company or consumer, and on the
4 premises of the consumer, if desired. And the inspec-
-5 tor may for this purpose, at any reasonable time, enter
6 on any building or premises where gas is used. If
7 the meter proves correct, the party requesting the
8 inspection shall pay the expenses thereof; if proved
9 incorrect, the company shall pay for the inspection,

10 and furnish a new meter without charge to the con-
-11 sumer.

1 Sect. 7. It shall also be the duty of the inspector
2 to test and determine photo-metrically and chemically
3 the quality and illuminating power of the gas sup-
-4 plied to consumers, the pressure in the service pipes
5 at two points distant from the gas works, and also the
6 average consumption of gas by street burners; and
7 to report the results monthly to the mayor and alder-
-8 men of the city, or selectmen of the town for which
9 he is appointed. These reports shall state the aver-

-10 age pressure of the gas in the pipes and its average
11 quality and illuminating power, as ascertained by at
12 least twenty separate observations in each month, and
13 whether it is sufficiently well purified from sulphu-
-14 retted compounds, ammonia and carbonic acid; and
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15 they may also contain any facts or suggestions as to
16 the more economical combustion of gas by improved
17 burners, diminished pressure, the size of the flame, or
18 any other matter of interest to consumers of gas.

1 Sect. 8. Gas shall be tested with the Liver-
-2 pool burner, and under the pressure best adapted
3 to it, and the result shall he calculated at a
4 temperature of sixty degrees Fahrenheit. The
5 standard for the illuminating power of gas shall
6 be at least fifteen candles ; that is, a Liverpool
7 argand burner, having fifteen holes, consuming five
8 cubic feet of gas per hour, must, afford as much
9 light as fifteen spermaceti candles consuming one

10 hundred and twenty grains each per hour, at the tem-
-11 perature of sixty degrees Fahrenheit. But gas com-
-12 panics which have already adopted a different standard
13 and based their price on that standard, may either
14 retain that standard or adopt the standard hereby es-

-15 tablished, making at the same time a corresponding
16 change in the price of their gas, and giving notice of
17 the change to the consumers. And whenever an in-

-18 spector, upon an examination for the purpose of test-
-19 ing the illuminating power of the gas, finds that the
20 gas is of an inferior quality to that hereby established,
21 or in the case of companies which have heretofore
22 established a different standard, that they have altered
23 the quality without notice to the consumers, and
24 without any change in price as hereby required, he
25 shall at once give public notice of the fact by posting
26 notices, or by publication in some newspaper pub-
-27 lished in the city or town for which he is appointed.

1 Sect. 9. The fees of the inspector for examining,
2 comparing and testing gas meters, with or without
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3 stamping them, shall be fifteen cents for each meter
4 delivering a cubic foot of gas in four or more revolu-
-5 tions, vibrations, or complete repetitions of its action,
6 and twenty cents for each meter delivering a cubic
7 foot of gas in any less number of revolutions, vibra-
-8 tions, or complete actions. And for each meter de-
-9 livering more than one cubic foot of gas in one revo-

lt) lution, vibration, or complete action, the further sum

11 of twenty cents for every additional cubic foot of gas
12 delivered at any one revolution, vibration, or complete
13 action, to be paid by the gas company when the meters
14 are first tested and stamped.

1 Sect. 10. Any officer or servant of a gas light
2 company, duly authorized in writing by the president,
3 treasurer, agent or secretary of said company, may
4 enter any premises lighted with gas supplied by such
5 company, for the purpose of examining, or removing
6 the meters, pipes, fittings, and works for supplying
7 or regulating the supply of gas, and of ascertaining
8 the quantity of gas consumed or supplied; and if any
9 person shall at any time, directly or indirectly

10 prevent or hinder any such officer or servant from
11 so entering any such premises, or from making such
12 examination, or removal, such officer or servant may
13 make complaint under oath to any justice of the peace
14 of the county wherein such premises are situated,
15 stating the facts in the case so far as he has knowledge
16 thereof, and the said justice shall thereupon issue a
17 warrant directly to the sheriff or either of his deputies,
18 or to any constable of the city or town where such
19 company is located, commanding him to take
20 sufficient aid and repair to said premises, accompanied



1861.] SENATE—No. 146.

21 by such officer or servant who shall examine such
22 meters, pipes, fittings, and works for supplying or
23 regulating the supply of gas, and of ascertaining the
24 quantity of gas consumed or supplied therein, and
25 remove any meters, pipes, fittings, and works belong-
-26 ing to said company.

1 Sect. 11. If any person or persons supplied with
2 gas shall neglect or refuse to pay the amount due for
3 the same, or for the rent of the meter or other articles
4 hired by him or them of the company, such company
5 may stop the gas from entering the premises of such
6 person or persons. In such cases, the officers and
7 servants or workmen of the gas light company, after
8 forty-eight hours’ notice to such person or persons,
9 may enter their premises, between the hours of eight

10 in the forenoon and six in the afternoon, and separate
11 and take away such meter, or other property of the
12 company, and may disconnect any meter, pipes, fit-
-13 tings, or other works, whether the property of the
14 company or not, from the mains or pipe of the
15 company.

1 Sect. 12. Every person who shall wilfully or
2 fradulently injure, or suffer to be injured, any meter,
3 pipes or fittings belonging to any such gas light com-
-4 pany, or prevent any meter from duly registering the
5 quantity of gas supplied through the same, or in any
6 way hinder or interfere with its proper action or just
7 registration, or shall fraudulently burn the gas of said
8 company, or waste the same, shall for every such
9 offence, forfeit and pay to the company not less than

10 twenty-five dollars nor more than one hundred dollars,
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11 to be recovered in an action of tort to be brought by
12 the company against such offender, and in addition
13 thereto, shall pay the company the amount of damage
14 by them sustained by reason of such injury, prevention,
15 waste, consumption, or hinderance.

1 Sect. 13. Every person who shall attach any pipe
2 to any main or pipe belonging to any such gas light
3 company, or shall otherwise burn, or use, or cause to
4 be used, any gas supplied by said company, without
5 their written consent, or without having the same
6 passed through a meter set by the company, and
7 whoever shall light a street lamp supplied with gas
8 by said company without their written consent, shall
9 forfeit and pay to said company the same fine and in

10 the same manner as declared in section twelve.

1 Sect. 14. This act shall go into effect July first,
2 eighteen hundred and sixty-one.


