
SENATE....:•No. 165.

The Committee to whom was referred sundry Petitions in rela-
tion to an Agricultural College,

That they have attentively heard parties in favor of the
general objects embraced in their petitions, and are satisfied
of its importance to the agricultural interests of the State.

The soil and climate of our Commonwealth are well adapted
to profitable agriculture. Our population approaches in density
that of the British Islands, and has become prosperous and
wealthy by the successful prosecution of commerce, manufac-
tures and the mechanic arts. Our surface is dotted with
villages and cities, whose population furnish an ample market
for agricultural products, which is made accessible by railroads
which penetrate all portions of the State. And yet it is in
evidence before your Committee that this important interest is
the least profitable and least understood of all others.

In its present condition, it offers no sufficient inducement to
young men to engage in it in preference to other branches of
industry. This fact has led to the desertion of agricultural
homesteads which have previously been held by the same families
for generations.

In many respects this is a melancholy fact, and is significant
of possible social and political disasters. Certainly the element
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of patriotism and the love of freedom, no less than important
personal virtues which intimately concern the safety of the
State, are clearly connected in all countries with the cultivation
of the soil.

It clearly behooves the Commonwealth to protect to a just
extent, an interest so important to its welfare. Education must
be the chief instrumentality to accomplish this object. A
knowledge of scientific principles must be blended with that
practical skill and industry which is essential to success in this
pursuit.

The facts of organic and inorganic chemistry as applied to
soils and manures, as also in their relation to the various
agricultural products, the adaptability of certain soils to certain
products, the effects of climate, the importance of some method
of rotation of crops, a knowledge of botanical facts, also those
principles which govern the selection of animals for given
localities and climates.

Such knowledge is important to success, and opens a wide
field for intellectual exploration, which attests the dignity of
agriculture, and may profitably employ the energies ofall lovers
of the art.

In Europe great pains have been taken for many years to
improve the condition of agriculture. Men of wealth and
education have devoted their lives to promote this end. Schools
have been established with successful results. Men are now
educated to manage and superintend farms as they are for
business or professional pursuits, and they are reaping the
full advantage of this wise policy in an agricultural interest
flourishing and prosperous beyond example.

Several educational plans were proposed to your Committee,
each having merits and worthy of consideration. We however
arrived at the conclusion, that these projects are not sufficiently
matured for legislative action, and that the whole subject
should be referred to some competent body of men to examine
fully and report thereon.

Your Committee accordingly report the accompanying
Resolve.

For the Committee,

R. T. DAYIS, Chairman.
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Resolved, That the governor, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the council, be and he is hereby authorized to appoint
three commissioners, whose duty it shall be to prepare a plan
for the establishment of an agricultural school or college, and
report the same to the next legislature. Said commissioners
shall receive no pay for their services, but their expenses shall
be paid from the treasury of the Commonwealth.

RESOLVE

In favor of the establishment of an Agricultural School or
College.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-One.




