
SENATE....NO. IT2.

House op Representatives, April 5, 1861.

The Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was re-
ferred the Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Agricul-
tural Brandi Railroad Company, having considered the same in
the limited time at their disposal, present a brief statement of
the facts which have been shown in the investigation of the
subject, for the information of the legislature, and ask to be
discharged from the further consideration of the matter.

From the testimony before the Committee it appeared that
the Lancaster and Sterling Branch Railroad Company was
chartered in 1846, with power to connect the Fitchburg Rail-
road from Acton or Concord with Sterling, by either of two

routes, one of which was through Marlborough. In 1847, the
time in which to file the location, was extended fifteen months,
and leave was given to build the road in sections, and prior to

1850, the road was built from South Acton to Feltonville, about
eight miles, the latter place being in the town of Marlborough
but three and one-half or four miles from the centre of the town.

In 1852, the Marlborough Branch Railroad Company was
chartered to construct a road from some point in the village of
Feltonville, from the Lancaster and Sterling Railroad, and
“ extending to the most convenient point near the east or west
parish in the said town of Marlborough.” In the summer of
the same year, this company was organized, and on September
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15th the subscription for stock was commenced, and April 4th,
the next year, the stockholders, by a hand vote, voted to put
the road under contract and advertised for proposals, but it was
not until July that it was voted, by a stock vote, to put the
road under contract. On November 15th, 1853,they filed their
location with the county commissioners, and in the spring of
the same year a committee of citizens from the east and west
villages located the present depot of the road. The stockhold-
ers paid in $BO,OOO, and then $70,000 more, for which latter
sum they mortgaged their road, and it was afterwards sold for
$27,000 to the company who now own it.

The Agricultural Branch Railroad Company was chartered
in April, 1847, to run from Northborough to Framingham, and
required to go through part of Marlborough, and afterwards the
time for filing the location was extended, and in 1852 the com-
pany was authorized to extend its road, and one of the then
legislative Committee on Railways and Canals stated before
your Committee that when the hearing was had it was rrnder-
stood that the road was to go through the centre of Marlborough.
In July, 1853, meetings of the citizens of the town were held,
and the question of extending the Agricultural Branch road to
the centre of the town was discussed, and the majority at these
meetings voted for such extension. After this the citizens sub-
scribed $60,000 for building the road, the Boston and Worces-
ter and the Agricultural Branch Railroad Companies guaran-
teeing them 6 per cent, per annum on the amount. Several of
the parties subscribing to this sum were stockholders in the
other road, and these declining to pay the assessments on the
shares they had subscribed for, the shares were sold at auction,
and the parties who had originally subscribed for them had to
pay the balance.

The Agricultural Branch Company took the advice of counsel
as to whether they were compelled by their charter to go on a
continuous track through the centre of Marlborough, as they
found by surveys that it would be difficult to do this, and were
informed that having located to the centre, they could re-locate
on the same track, and come back that way. Supposing this
to be legal, and, as they say, acting in good faith, they run
their road from a point north of one Newton’s house in this
way to the centre, a distance of about one and a quarter miles.
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The growth of the .business portion of the town has been
quite large around the depot of the Agricultural Branch road,
and much money has been invested in buildings for commercial
purposes, while the witnesses before your Committee seemed to
be generally of opinion that the facilities on the South or Agri-
cultural Branch road were better than on the Marlborough
Branch road.

Lately the supreme judicial court have decided that the
Agricultural Branch road could not be located to Northborough
and then a branch be located to Marlborough, and so held the
branch to be illegally built, on this state of facts.

The Agricultural Branch Railroad Company now wish the
legislature to legalize their act in building the branch.

For the Committee,

THOS. A. PARSONS.
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AN ACT
In addition to an Act to incorporate the Agricultural

Branch Railroad Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The Agricultural Branch Railroad Com-
-2 pany are hereby authorized to locate, construct, and
3 maintain a branch railroad, from a point on their
4 railroad near the house of Margaret Newton, in the
5 southerly part of Marlborough, to the end of their
6 track as now laid down, near the town house in
7 Marlborough Centre. And the said Agricultural
8 Branch Railroad Company in locating, building, and
9 maintaining said branch railroad shall have all the

10 rights and privileges, and be subject to all the duties,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
One.
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11 liabilities and restrictions, contained in the General
12 Statutes, pertaining to railroad corporations.

I

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.

House of Representatives, April 6,1861.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

William Stowe, Clerk.




