
SENATE.... No. 80.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed the
Petition of the City Council of Worcester, for an Act to supply
the City of Worcester with pure water, report the accompanying
Bill.

For the Committee,

E. B. STODDARD.

(Eommcnuucaltl) of iltassacljusctts.

In Senate, February 26, 1864.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The city of Worcester is hereby author-
-2 ized to acquire and hold by purchase, or to take and
3 hold, and convey to, into and through said city, the
4 waters of East or Lynde Brook, in the town of
5 Leicester, and any water that may flow into the same,
6 and to acquire and hold by purchase, or to take and
7 hold, any lands or estates necessary for the laying out
8 and maintaining an aqueduct for conducting the
9 waters from said brook to said city, or for forming

10 reservoirs, and may take and hold land around the
11 margin of any water sources or reservoirs they may
12 possess or create in the valley of said brook or else-
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13 where, for the purpose of supplying said city with
14 pure water.

1 Sect. 2. If at any time the supply of water from
2 said East or Lynde Brook shall be insufficient for the
3 wants of said city, the said city may take and conduct
4 the water of Henshaw Pond, in said Leicester, and
5 the waters that may flow into and from the same, or

6 the waters of Kettle Brook, so called, in said Leices-
-7 ter, by suitable works, into the aqueduct first con-
-8 structed from said East or Lynde Brook, or into any
9 reservoir connected therewith.

1 Sect. 3. The said city may make and build a
2 permanent aqueduct from either of the aforesaid water
3 sources, to, into, and through the said city, and secure
4 and maintain the same by any works suitable therefor ;

5 may erect and maintain a dam or dams across the
6 valley of said brooks, or at the outlet of said pond, to
7 raise and retain the waters therein; and may erect
8 and maintain reservoirs, enlarge and alter water
9 courses, make and maintain public hydrants in such

10 places as may be deemed proper; may distribute the
11 water through the city, and for that purpose may lay
12 down pipes through and across any street, road or
13 highway, or over and across lands to any buildings in
14 said city, or in said town of Leicester; may regulate
15 the use of the water, and establish and fix rents or
16 rates for the consumption and use thereof, and may
17 make and ordain all necessary rules, regulations, and
18 ordinances, to prevent the waste, misuse, and wrong-
-19 ful taking of said water. And said city may, for the
20 purposes aforesaid, carry and conduct said aqueduct
21 over, under or across, or along any street, highway
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22 or other way, in such manner as not to obstruct
23 travel thereon; and may enter upon, and dig up, any
24 such road, street, or highway, for the purpose of
25 laying down pipes beneath the surface of the same,
26 and for the repairing thereof.

1 Sect. 4. The rights, powers, and authority given
2 by this act shall be exercised by the city of Worces-
-3 ter, subject to the restrictions, duties, and liabilities
4 herein contained, in such manner, and by such
5 officers, servants and agents, as the city council shall,
6 from time to time, ordain, appoint, and direct.

1 Sect. 5. For the purpose of defraying the cost of
2 such land, water and water rights, so purchased, taken
3 and held as aforesaid, and of constructing and main-
-4 taining said aqueduct, reservoirs and works necessary
5 for the accomplishment of the end contemplated by
6 this act, and all expenses incident thereto, the city
7 council shall have authority to borrow, from time to
8 time, such sums of money, and to issue bonds, notes,
9 or certificates therefor, to be denominated on the face

10 thereof “Worcester water scrip,” to an amount not
11 exceeding twT o hundred thousand dollars, bearing
12 interest at a rate not exceeding six per cent., payable
13 semi-annually, and the principal to be made payable
14 at periods not more than twenty years from the issu-

-15 ing of said scrip; and the city council may sell the
16 whole or any part of said scrip, from time to time,
17 or pledge the same for money borrowed for the pur-
-18 poses of this act, on such terms and conditions as it
19 may deem proper. And the said city council is
20 hereby further authorized to grant appropriations,
21 and assess, from time to time, such sums of money,
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22 not exceeding in any one year the sum of ten thou-
-23 sand dollars, towards paying the principal of the
24 moneys so borrowed, besides a sum sufficient to pay
25 the interest thereof, in the same manner as moneys
26 are appropriated and assessed for other city purposes.

1 Sect. 6. To enable the city council to pay the
2 interest as it may accrue upon the said scrip, and
3 ultimately the principal thereof, and for the support
4 and maintenance of said aqueduct, it shall be lawful
5 for the said city council to fix and establish the price
6 or rate which shall be paid for the use of any part of
7 said water by any taker thereof, and the same to
8 alter, from time to time, as may be deemed expedient.

1 Sect. 7. If any person shall wantonly or mali-
2. ciously divert the waters, or any part thereof, from
3 any of the ponds, brooks, reservoirs, or water sources
4 which shall be purchased or taken by the city, pursu-
-5 ant to the provisions of this act, or shall corrupt the
6 same, or destroy or injure any dam, aqueduct, conduit,
7 pipe, hydrant, or other property held and used by the
8 city, by authority and for the purpose of this act,
9 every such person or persons shall forfeit and pay to

10 the said city of Worcester, three times the amount of
11 the damages that shall be sustained thereby, to be
12 recovered in any proper action ; and upon indictment
13 and conviction for either of said acts, shall be pun-
-14 ished by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars,
15 and by imprisonment in the house of correction in
16 the county not exceeding one year.

1 Sect. 8. All damages that may be sustained by
2 reason of the taking by said city of any of the brooks
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3 or ponds aforementioned, or of the water thereof, or
4 the water-rights connected therewith, or of diverting
5 any portion of said water from its natural channel
6 into other channels, or of erecting and maintaining
7 any dam or reservoir, or digging up any land, street,
8 road or highway, and entering upon the same for
9 laying, repairing and maintaining pipes, conduits,

10 hydrants, and other apparatus necessary thereto, shall
11 be paid by the said city of Worcester to the individ-
-12 ual or corporation injured, which damages shall be
13 assessed in the same manner as is provided in the
14 chapter of the General Statutes, with
15 regard to highways.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


