
SENATE.... No. 118.

March 21, 1864.

The Joint Standing Committee on Education, who were
authorized to visit the Normal Schools of the State,

That they attended the examinations and closing exercises
of these several schools, at the expiration of their school year
in February just past. The Committee deem it unnecessary to
enter into a history of these schools and the reasons for estab-
lishing them, or to give detailed statistics of the number of
teachers, number of pupils, studies pursued, and methods of
operating, as such information is to be found in the reports of
the Board of Education. But the Committee are unanimous
in the opinion that their testimony is due to the general ability,
faithfulness and efficiency of the teachers, to the attainments
and high culture of the pupils, and to the preeminent utility
of these institutions.

The examinations were of the most searching kind, and in
various departments of study. Different topics were assigned
to different pupils, without any previous notice, and then each
was called upon to give his or her views of the matter in ex-
temporaneous language. Questions were freely propounded
by the Committee, by the Board of Visitors, and by other

Senate

€cimmomi)ertltl) of iltasoadjuoctts.

REPORT:



2 [Mar.NORMAL SCHOOLS.

gentlemen present, in mental philosophy, in ethics, in school
discipline, and with respect to classification in schools, modes
of conducting recitations, and modes of dealing with the
refractory; also with respect to the laws of the Commonwealth
pertaining to school matters. The answers were generally
prompt, intelligent, and discriminating. Not a little indepen-
dence of thought and logical ability were occasionally evinced
in maintaining a controverted opinion. Those members of the
Committee who are conversant with examinations in our col-
leges are agreed that the examinations in our Normal Schools
do not suffer by comparison. The Committee are satisfied
that an all-important work is done here, which never has been,
and is never likely to be, accomplished elsewhere. Pupils who
arc trained as they are in these schools, and whose adaptation
for teaching is tested by the ordeal here imposed, cannot fail of
success, so be that there is within them that whole-souled
devotion which is requisite to success in any avocation. A
whole-souled devotion is just what these schools are calculated
to foster. The unconscious reciprocal influence of prospective
teachers associated together in common labors, common hopes,
and common aims, cannot fail to create a professional enthu-
siasm which will banish from the school-room that mechanical
routine and dull monotony which make it an irksome place to
the juvenile mind.

The Committee see, also, in these schools, the germ of a
development higher and more permanent in its effects—that of
elevating the vocation of a teacher to the rank of a distinct
profession. When this is accomplished, a larger proportion of
talent will be attracted to the service because a legitimate
ambition will be gratified. The teacher will feel a self-respect,
and will command a respect from others, that will make him
contented with his lot. Teaching will then become a life
business instead of being too frequently, as now, a mere merce-
nary expedient for replenishing an empty purse.

The Committee deem it an encouraging feature that so many
female teachers are in process of training at these schools. All
the Normal pupils at Salem and Framingham, and more than
half of those at Bridgewater and Westfield arc of this class.
It is but meet that the sex which is fitted by nature to give
culture to the rising generation in its tcndcrest years, should
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be fitted by special training to continue that culture beyond
the cradle and the nursery. Gentleness, patience, and tact,
are nowhere more requisite than in Primary, Grammar and
Intermediate Schools. When those qualities are connected
with a high order of talent and with thorough culture, they
form a combination not unadapted to schools of any grade.
Especially is it desirable that females should be employed as
teachers at a time when our young men arc imperatively
needed for sterner duty.

But the utility of Normal Schools is by no means confined to
females. A thorough training for teachers of the other sex is
deemed just as imperatively necessary. All teachers have to
do with the vital well-being of society. The more than seven
thousand teachers in this State are to mould the future charac-
ter of this Commonwealth. If special training is necessary in
law, medicine, and theology, preparatory to practice, it would
seem self-evident that special training is necessary in a depart-
ment which precedes all these in the order of time and the
order of nature, and which lays the foundation for these and
for all other pursuits. A knowledge of the best modes of
teaching, and of the best modes of dealing with the young,
does not come by intuition, any more than a knowledge of
science, art, or trade. If seven years are not too long in which
to learn mechanical business, two years are certainly not too
long in which to learn to deal with immortal minds. If a man
will not knowingly entrust his body to an incompetent physi-
cian, nor his eternal interests to an incompetent spiritual
adviser, it would seem to require no proof to show that he
should not entrust both the bodies and the souls of his children
to an incompetent instructor. The most vital interests and
the most delicate work of society, certainly ought not to be
committed to ignorant, impotent, nor unskilful hands.

The Committee believe that the only obstacle to the highest
utility of our Normal Schools is found in the inadequate pre-
paration of some who find admission. This necessitates an
expenditure of time and labor in doing what ought to have
been previously done. These schools are intended to be pro-
fessional. Pupils should go there, not to obtain an education,
but to learn how to teach. A gradual elevation of the standard
of admission is deemed desirable.
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The Committee cannot forbear to suggest that the most rigid
scrutiny should precede the granting of diplomas. Many a
person of genius in particular directions, and of high culture,
has made an utter failure in the business of instructing others.
Unless these diplomas can be relied upon as an endorsement of
the holder’s adaptation for teaching, as well as of thorough
intellectual training, they will soon fall into disrepute, and our
Normal Schools will fail to inspire universal confidence. The
same evil consequences may flow from a lack of physical health
or maturity of judgment on the part of the recipients of
diplomas. A sound mind in a sound body is nowhere more
indispensable than in the school-room. Great care in these
particulars is deemed essential, and possibly a more advanced
ago than at present should be required for admission and
graduation.

Per order,
L. J. DUDLEY.


