
SENATE*.... No. 181.

The Committee on Education, to whom was committed the
Petition of the Trustees of Mount Holyoke Seminary, for an
appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars, from the pro-
ceeds of the sales of the “ Back Bay Lands,” or other
sources, have considered the same, and respectfully submit
the subjoined

REPORT.

In the hearing which was given the petitioners, the attention
of the Committee was directed to the claims the Seminary has
upon the State for patronage, and what immediate need it has
of pecuniary aid.

It may not be out of place here to extract some portions of
the history of this institution, touching its origin, aims and
work, from elaborate statements submitted to the consideration
of the Committee ; and they are glad to do so, inasmuch as
thereby an opportunity is offered of paying a tribute of admi-
ration to a noble woman—Miss Mary Lyon,—whose name and
fame are so intimately connected with the Mount Holyoke
Seminary.

“In the year 1887, Mary Lyon, a Massachusetts woman, an
eminent teacher, opened tins Seminary for young ladies in the

(Eommcmwenltli of JHassactyusetts.
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village of South Hadley, embodying in it her own lofty senti-
ments and profound views of education. The very act of
founding this school is worthy of attention, for it forms an
epoch in our educational history. Up to that time, the com-
munity, although recognizing the mind of woman as coming
within the sphere of education, do not recognize its cultivation
as being of equal importance with that of man. On this point,
Miss Lyon took her stand, not as a champion of the rights,of
her sex, but as a Christian philanthropist, looking to the welfare
of society. Instead, however, of striving, or crying, or lifting
up her voice in public places, or spending her time in discussion
of abstract principles, she gave herself to the formation of an
institution whose very existence should be a protest against a
prevalent error, and whose working should at the same time
secure the most complete application of Christian influence in
the formation of woman’s mind and character.”'

When Miss Lyon entered upon this work there were in the
United States not less than one hundred and twenty colleges
for boys, but not one founded distinctively for girls, though
academies abounded. It would be interesting at this point to
trace the distinctions between a college and an academy, did
the limits of this Report permit.

The Mt. Holyoke Seminary was founded upon the broad
basis of a college, destined to a permanent life. “It was
placed, as every college is, under a definite religious control,
and committed to the care of one religious denomination, but
not exclusive in its admissions, nor proselyting in its labors,
having teachers of several denominations and pupils without
distinction.” Its aim was to give an extended and thorough
course of instruction to young women—to educate them as
wives, mothers, teachers, missionaries, and as constituent parts
of society itself. It was aimed to make the intellectual course
all that the best teachers and teaching could make it.

The pupils sought were those whose home influences and
habits most favor thorough study and religious character, and
of sufficient maturity to appreciate their advantages—npne
being admitted under sixteen years of age.

The design of its founder, Miss Lyon, was to impress upon
this institution the insignia of Christianity, and her early efforts
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to attach to it a decidedly religious character have been con-
tinued and seconded by the board of trustees, and her succes-
sors in the corps of teachers; but, as was in evidence before the
Committee, no religious *tests were applied to candidates for
admission, and non-conformity to the prevailing system of
belief at the institution was not visited with any acts of oppres-
sion or coercion.

This Seminary has been in operation since 1837,—more than
a quarter of a century,—has had under its culture some thirty-
five hundred pupils, of whom more than a thousand have been
teachers, mostly in this State, and, at present, special reference
in the instruction there is had to preparation for teaching.

The minimum price for tuition, board and lodging to the
pupils is sixty dollars ; the maximum, eighty dollars. At this
low rate of charges, such has been its patronage, the institution
has been able to meet its current expenses, and to maintain an
existence, but not with that vigor and efficiency which the pub-
lic good and the best interests of the students demanded. As
will be perceived, the cost of attendance upon this Seminary is
so small as to throw its advantages within the reach of the
daughters of men of moderate means, and the trustees, as they
stated to the Committee, have uniformly been unwilling to
advance it, as such a course would operate to the exclusion of
many of that class of pupils from which they secure some of
their brightest scholars and their most useful teachers.

“ All the twenty teachers are ladies; but gentlemen are
employed to give various courses of lectures each year. For the
last two years, under the skilful and faithful care of a physician
of their own sex, residing as a teacher in the house, not a death
has occurred, nor many serious cases of sickness.”.

These teachers, it seems, devote themselves to the work in a
spirit of disinterestedness as rare as it is praiseworthy, asking
not compensation, only support,—the highest salary in the
institution not exceeding three hundred dollars.

Another feature which characterizes this institution is the
“housekeeping department,” so called, there being no domes-
tic servants, the pupils waiting on themselves and one another.
From the full testimony rendered in the hearing upon this fea-
ture of the establishment, the Committee are of the opinion
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that much unwise criticism and unfounded censure have been
made upon this characteristic, and that considerable ignorance
prevails as to the reasons why such a course was adopted, and
as to the objects to be gained by it. t)n this subject the trus-
tees said : —“ Three methods were possible,—that of boarding
the pupils in the village, that of having a steward and servants
in the family, that of having the young ladies wait on them-
selves in all but some of the ruder operations of housekeeping.
Economy was not a main consideration in favor of the latter
course.” The motive was not to teach housekeeping. That
was wisely referred to mothers. But the intention “ was to
honor labor, to cultivate independence of feeling, unity, kind-
ness, health and energy. And it is found to have been emi-
nently successful in all these respects.”

The course of study is nearly identical with that of the
colleges in the State. The Greek language is not included in
the course; and the aim of its founder was, through this
means, to do for the girls of the land, what our colleges are
so successfully doing for the boys.

The school was designed for two hundred and fifty (250)
pupils, but, after refusing two hundred applicants this year, the
present number is about three hundred and forty (340), more
than can be well accommodated under present arrangements.

In the early days of the institution, donations to the amount
of forty thousand dollars (140,000) in money were secured
from the benevolent men and women of the State, besides valu-
able contributions in furniture, &c. These are the only contri-
butions, the only aid the institution has received, —except the
regular receipts from pupils,—neither has it ever before asked
for help from the State; but it has addressed itself quietly
to its appropriate work, making the most of its limited means
and facilities until now, when its guardian's feel that the
improvements of modern times in the means of an education,
should he extended to the students of this institution. Their
buildings were erected twenty-seven years ago; they are now

insufficient in capacity, and as the girls wash and cook for
themselves, it is desirable that they have the convenience that
modern ingenuity has invented in kitchen and laundry appara-
tus and arrangements. They desire to re-build and enlarge
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these apartments, to increase their library, and to secure a
gymnasium, for which latter purpose they have a considerable
subscription, generousl/’started by his Excellency, Governor
Andrew, on a recent visit to the institution.

These petitioners, appreciating the condition of the Common-
wealth in view of the heavy burdens imposed upon it, in dis-
charge of duties to the General Government, the unwonted
drain upon the treasury, ask “ that the General Court may vote
that the first unappropriated funds which can be applied in an
educational channel may be given to them to the amount
specified in their petition—twenty-five thousand dollars.”

This institution, as appears in the foregoing, is organized and
carried on, upon the broad basis of a college—a college for
girls. It has lived and proved itself successful for twenty-seven
years, as its record conclusively shows. It is resorted to by
hundreds of the daughters of the land each year, and each year
hundreds are turned away, disappointed, for want of those
accommodations which money only can furnish. Girls would
be educated—they ask only for the facilities—they stand ready
to do the work. There can be no chance for misunderstanding
in respect to this growing desire on their part. There can be
no chance for misunderstanding in respect to the importance of
the education of woman. It is alike good statesmanship in the
rulers, and sound wisdom in the people, to furnish and secure
all needed means thereto. As yet, these means are very
limited,—meagre,—utterly insignificant in comparison with
those furnished for the culture of the other sex. This insti-
tution would do something to equalize these means, not by
reducing the greater, but by increasing the less.

After a careful examination of the principles upon which it
is founded—its proposed aims—the records of its labors and its
promise of usefulness in the future, the Committee are of the
opinion that the Mount Holyoke Seminary is eminently worthy
of legislative recognition, and of the patronage of the State, in
a grant of money from any funds that can be applied to educa-
tional purposes of this character; that in propriety and strength
of claim it falls not below those institutions of learning which
have been the recipients of material assistance from the State,
and the Committee therefore recommend that, when a surplus
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shall accrue from the moiety of the income from the sales of the
Back Bay lands, applicable to the expense of tilling said lauds,
an appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars be made from
said surplus to the use of the Mount Holyoke Seminary.

Per order,

WINSLOW BATTLES, Chairman.


