
SENATE.... No. 184.

Tlie Committee on Manufactures, to whom was committed the
Order of February 1, 1864, offered in the House by Mr.
Howe, of Lowell, that “ the Committee consider the expe-
diency of so amending the law in regard to steam-boilers as
to better protect the lives and property of citizens of this
Commonwealth,” respectfully

REPORT:
That they have given the subject-matter of the Order a care-

ful and considerate attention, and have had before them
gentlemen of eminent ability in that branch of mechanics
relating to the use of steam for all the various purposes for
which this subtle and powerful agent is used, and they find that
among these gentlemen there exists a diversity of opinion in
regard to what legislation, if any, would tend to promote the
better protection of life and property throughout the Common-
wealth, as the same is now affected by the use of steam-boilers.

When the Committee saw the great diversity of opinion
among these gentlemen, experts, as well as practical mechanics,
they_could but foresee the difficulty of framing a bill that should
give satisfaction to those persons desirous of further legislation,
and a more complete protection to life and property of the
citizens of the Commonwealth, and they were quite naturally
led to consider what legislation is now upon the statute books
relating to the subject referred to them, and in referring to
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chapter eighty-eight of the General Statutes, they found the
use of steam-boilers was made the subject of careful and criti-
cal legislation, by several sections in that Act, providing many
safeguards to the public, and imposing many restrictions upon
those who use steam-boilers for any of the various purposes for
which their use has come to be so common.

It also appeared in evidence before the Committee, that in a
great majority of cases the steam-boilers now in use by our
manufacturers are supplied with all the appliances that have
been invented to render more safe, if possible, their boilers, to
prevent explosions, and to provide against every possible contin-
gency of danger that is likely to arise.

It appeared also that it would be difficult for an inspector or
inspectors of steam-boilers to arrive always at safe or reliable
conclusions in regard to the safety or strength of a steam-boiler
by an inspection of the same in the manner usual in such exami-
nations, as in many instances the boilers are covered with brick
work, with the exception of the fire-box, and consequently
beyond the reach of an inspection by anyone—as far as relates
to the exterior appearance of the boiler, or the strength of the
iron of which it is made.

Prom all the information the Committee have been able to
gain, they are of the opinion that the persons now using steam-
boilers for power and other purposes, have taken the precaution
to render them as safe as possible by the introduction of steam
gauges, low water detectors, fusible plugs, improved dampers
for their chimneys, &c., &c., to an extent that justifies them in
the opinion that they have left nothing undone that would
increase the safety of those who are employed in the vicinity of
such boilers, and we believe that when the personal safety, to
say nothing of the property of individuals, is at stake, they will
be so managed as to conduce to the greatest safety of all con-
cerned, and in view of these facts, your Committee are unani-
mously of the opinion that it is inexpedient at this time to
legislate further in regard to this matter.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

For the Committee,

E. F. JENKS.


