
SENATE... No. 250.

The Committee ou Prisons, to whom was committed the Peti-
tion of the Secretary of the Board of Public Charities for legis-
lation in regard to returns from Public Institutions, report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

FRANCIS CHILDS, Chairman.
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In Senate, May 2, 1864.
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AN ACT
Concerning Returns of Keepers of Jails, Houses of

Correction, and Overseers of the Poor.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Secx. 1. The secretary of the board of state char-
-2 ities shall furnish, from time to time, to the keepers
3 of the several prisons throughout the Common-
-4 wealth, including the state prison and the houses of
5 industry, reformation and correction in the city of
6 Boston, the following blank schedule [A] for period-
-7 ical returns, which shall be made weekly from all
8 prisons where the commitments average ten a week
9 and upwards; monthly, from all prisons where the

10 commitments average between two and ten a week;
11 and once in six months from all other prisons.

tonmomucaltl) of iftassacljusctto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Four.
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1 Sect. 2. The said secretary shall also furnish the
2 sheriffs of the several counties, the board of directors
3 of public institutions for the city of Boston, and the
4 warden of the state prison, with the following blank
5 schedule [B] for annual returns, to be made on the
6 first day of October, in each year, and lodged with
7 the said secretary before the fifteenth of October.

1 Sect. 3. The above mentioned returns shall be
2 made instead of the returns provided for in section
3 first, chapter two hundred and twenty, of the acts of
4 eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and shall be made to
5 the secretary of the board of state charities, instead of
6 to the secretary of state, and the first section of said
7 chapter two hundred and twenty of the acts of
8 eighteen hundred and sixty-two is hereby repealed,
9 but the remaining sections shall continue in force:

10 provided, however , that the penalties incurred shall be
11 reported to the district attorney by the secretary of
12 the board of state charities, and not by the secretary
13 of state.

1 Sect. 4. The board of directors for public insti-
-2 tutions in the city of Boston, and the overseers of the
3 poor in the other cities and towns shall, twice in the
4 year, namely, on the first day of March, and the first
5 day of October, prepare and return to the secretary
6 of the board of state charities full answers to the
7 following schedules of questions.

Paupers Fully Supported.

Registered number ; name ; color ; age ; sex ; birthplace ;

naturalized or not; settlement in the town , able to pci Ibi m
labor ; temperate or intemperate ; sane, insane or idiotic;
when registered as pauper; where supported ; ceased to bo
supported ; average weekly cost.
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Persons Relieved and Partially Supported.

Registered number ; number in family ; color ; age ; sex ;

birthplace ; came into the State ; naturalized or not; settle-
ment in the town ; temperate or intemperate ; sane, insane or
idiotic; when aided ; ceased to be aided; residence when
aided ; whole amount paid.

Travellers Lodged and Persons Sent to the State Alms-
house.

Name ; date ; color ; age ; sex ; height; complexion ; sent
to State Almshouse.

During the month of September, the Secretary of the Board
of State Charities shall furnish to the above mentioned officers
the following scheduleof general interrogatories, to be answered
by them on the first of October, and returned, in the form of a
statement under oath, to the Secretary of the Board of State
Charities, on or before the tenth of October.

1. Has your town an Almshouse ?

2. If so, how long has it been built, what are its dimensions,
number of rooms, and number of windows ?

3. How much land is connected with it ?

4. What is the estimated value of your almshouse property ?

(1.) Value of real estate?
(2.)' Value of personal property ?

5. What sum has been paid during the present year for the
superintendence of your almshouse property ?

6. What further sum, if any, has been paid by the town lor

the support of the poor at the almshouse? What sum for the
support of poor out of the almshouse ?

7. What is the estimated value of the labor performed by
your almshouse poor during the past year?
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8. What number of persons have been provided for under
section twenty-five, chapter seventy-one, of the General
Statutes ?

9. How many state paupers have been sent to state
almshouses ?

10. What has been the average number of paupers fully
supported at your almshouse during the year?

1 Sect. 5. Ihe above schedules and interrogatories
2 to be used instead of the inquiries now required by
3 section first of chapter one hundred and twelve of the
4 acts of eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and that sec-
-5 tion, and sections second and third of said chapter,
6 are hereby repealed, the remaining sections to continue
7 in full force.

[SCHEDULE A.]

Admissions.
Registered number ; name; color ; age ; sex ; birthplace ;

parents both Americans; parents both temperate; parents
both or either convicts; ever married ; what religion; tem-
perate or intemperate ; what education ; what property ; ever
in army or navy ; ever in Reform School; when committed ;

why committed; number of former commitments; when dis-
charged ; how discharged ; length of sentence; number of
days sick ; number of times punished in prison.

Discharges,
Registered number; names; when committed; why com-

mitted; when discharged; how discharged; time in prison;
number of days sick ; number of times punished in prison.

Number remaining by last report.
Number committed by last report.
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Number discharged.
Number transferred from other jails, &c.
Number transferred to other jails, &c.
Number now in confinement.

1. Names and salaries of every officer employed and paid in
and about the prison.

NAME. DUTY. SALARY.

2. Sum expended for provisions.
3. Sum expended for clothing.
4. Sum expended for fuel and light.
5. Sum expended for beds and bedding.
6. Sum expended for medicine and medical attendance.
7. Sum expended for instruction of prisoners.
8. Sum allowed to discharged prisoners.
9. Sum allowed to witnesses.

10. Sum expended for all other purposes.
11. Total amount expended.
12. Value of prisoners’ labor.
13. Nature of instruction given.
14. Number of volumes in the prison library.
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[SCHEDULE B.]


