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Commomoealtl) of ilTaseadjueetts.

ANNUAL

REPORT

OF THE

MASSACHUSETTS AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

To the Senate and House

of Representatives in
convened

General Court

:

In accordance with the requirement of the Act of incorporation,
that the corporation shall make an annual report of its
condition, financial and otherwise, to the legislature,” the
executive Committee, by direction of the Board of Trustees,
“

submit the following
REPORT:
By the Act of Congress of July 2, 1862, entitled An Act
donating public lands to the several States and territories, which
may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture and the
mechanic arts,” scrip for 360,000 acres was granted to this
Commonwealth on certain conditions, among which are the
following:—
That the State shall see that the fund shall never be
diminished.
That the annual interest of the fund shall be applied
to the
college,
one
of
at
least
endowment, support and maintenance
where the leading object shall be, without excluding scientific
“

“
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and classical studies, and including military tactics, to teach
such branches of learning as are related to agriculture and the
mechanic arts, in such manner as the legislatures of the States
may respectively prescribe, in order to promote the liberal and
practical education of the industrial classes in the several
pursuits and professions of life.”
That no portion of said fund, nor the interest thereon, shall
be applied directly or indirectly under any pretence whatever,
to the purchase, erection, preservation or repair of any building
or buildings.”
That the State shall provide, within five years at least, one
college as above described, or forfeit the grant.
That the State shall signify its acceptance of the grant within
two years.
By Act of April 18, 1868, the legislature of Massachusetts
accepted the grant with its conditions. The same Act provided
for the appointment of a commissioner, whose duty it shall be
to locale without delay, all the land scrip thus to be received.
This provision for locating the land was found to be inconsistent
with the Act of Congress, which provides that in no case shall
any State, Ac., be allowed to locate the same within the limits
of any other State,” or territory. Through this inadvertence
there was no valid provision for converting the scrip into money
until the passage of the Act of May 11th, 1864, which authorized
the sale of the scrip instead of its location.
At the session of 1863, the Act incorporating the Trustees of
the Massachusetts Agricultural College was also passed, naming
fourteen persons as trustees, and providing that the governor,
the secretary of the board of agriculture, the secretary of the
board of education, and the president of the faculty, shall each
be, ex officio, a member of said corporation.
Some changes have since occurred, and the Board is now
composed of the following members :—Marshall P. Wilder, of
Dorchester, Charles G. Davis, of Plymouth, Nathan Durfee, of
Fall River, Henry Colt, of Pittsfield, Charles C. Sewall, of Medfield, Paoli Latbrop, of South Hadley, Phinehas Stedman, of
Chicopee, Allen W. Dodge, of Hamilton, George Marston, of
Barnstable, William B. Washburn, of Greenfield, Henry L.
Whiting, of Tisbury, Daniel W. Lincoln, of Worcester, and
Henry F. French, of Cambridge, with His Excellency John A.
“
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Andrew, Charles L. Flint, secretary of the board of agriculture,
and Joseph White, secretary of the board of education. There
is one vacancy, occasioned by the resignation of William L.
Southworth, of Lowell, to he filled by the legislature.
Our charter requires that a farm of not loss than one hundred
acres be procured, and that .$75,000 be raised, by subscription
or otherwise, for the erection of buildings, as a condition for
securing one-tenth of the land scrip allowed by the Act of Congress for the purchase of a farm. Until the passage of the Act
of 1864, providing for the sale of the scrip, and until the $75,000
should be raised from private sources, the Trustees had no
power to purchase a farm, and no power to determine a
location and report the same for approval.
At a meeting of the Trustees on the 31st of May last, five
towns having given notice that they would comply with the
condition of the charter as to raising $75,000, it was voted to
notify them that the Trustees would proceed to an examination
of such farms as might bo shown them on a day specified, and
accordingly, the Board visited the towns of Springfield, Chicopee,
Northampton, Amherst, and Lexington, during the last week
in April and the first week in May, and made full and careful
examination of the sites, and fully heard all parties in interest
desirous to be heard.
At the annual meeting on the 4th day of May, the following
officers were elected
His Excellency John A. Andrew, President; Henry P.
French, Vice-President; Charles L. Flint, Secretary ; Nathan
Dhrfee, Treasurer; Allen W. Dodge, Auditor.
On the 25th of May an executive committee was elected,
consisting of Messrs. French, Colt, and Davis. On the same
day, after the fullest discussion, and a hearing of all persons
who desired to be heard, a ballot was taken fora location of the
college, upon which fourteen votes were cast, ten being for
Amherst. It was then Voted that Amherst be, and is hereby
declared to be the unanimous choice of the Trustees, provided
the requisite amount of land can be obtained at satisfactory
prices.” A further vote was passed, “That the Executive
Committee communicate to the governor and council the fact
that this Board has selected the town of Amherst as the location
of the Massachusetts Agricultural College, provided the con:

“
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ditions of the Act of incorporation be complied with, and that a
suitable farm can be purchased therein satisfactory to said
committee.”
During the month of June, 1864, the governor and council,
with the Executive Committee and other Trustees, visited
Amherst, and carefully examined the lands offered for the
location.
Three conditions, referred to in the above vote, remained to
be complied with that the $75,000 should be secured, that the
requisite lands should be contracted for at fair prices, and that
the corporation should realize from the scrip the funds necessary
to pay for them.
The funds offered us by the towns, were all in the form of
subscriptions, and it was deemed proper by the Trustees to
require additional guarantees. It required prolonged negotiation to procure bonds for deeds of the land wanted, at prices
deemed reasonable, and finally, no purchase could be completed
until sale should be made of that part of the scrip set apart for
the purpose.
At the date of the vote in favor of a location at Amherst, not
an acre of the land-scrip had been sold, and no reliable estimate
of our means could be formed. On the second day of September, 1864, we were able to make to the governor and council,
a report satisfactory to ourselves, and in accordance with his
Excellency’s request, we set forth at large, therein, the reasons
for the location at Amherst. These reasons may be briefly
stated as follows:
The farm at Amherst, in general natural fertility, diversity
of soil, and adaptation to our purposes for the illustration of
agriculture, is far superior to any other shown us.
It is situated in an agricultural region of native New England farmers, who live and prosper by agriculture; where our
students will find sympathy, and see that honest men can thrive
by honest labor on the land, instead of seeing agriculture as in
some parts of the State, despised by the poor, and the expensive
pastime of the rich. It is near a thriving village sufficiently
accessible, whose citizens have shown such liberality as to
authorize us to rely on their aid in furnishing board and rooms
for our students. It is so near to Amherst College that we
may avail ourselves to some extent, of the liberal offers by its
:
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trustees, of the use of their valuable libraries and museums, so
essential to our success, yet impossible at once to obtain.
To these reasons may be added the fact that the Bussey
Bund provides for the establishment of an agricultural college
at West Roxbury, a few miles from Boston, with an endowment
of nearly #250,000, under the control of Harvard University,
and as the legislature decisively declined to unite our college
with the Bussey institution, it would seem just to locate our
college in the western part of the Commonwealth, rather than
that both institutions should be located near Boston.
The governor and council having given public notice for
hearing all parties interested, on the 30th of September, 1864,
approved the location.
By authority of the Act of May 11th, 1864, the governor
and council transferred to the corporation one-tenth, being
36,000 acres of the land scrip, the proceeds to be expended
only for the purchase of land for the use of the college.” It
appearing that our agent for the sale of this scrip had made
sale of the greater portion of it, the Executive Committee were,
on the 3d day of October, 1864, instructed to take conveyances
of the lands under contract for the college site and farm.
Careful surveys having been made, and the titles thoroughly
examined, deeds of warranty, with release of dower and homestead rights, have been delivered to the corporation, of lands in
Amherst and Hadley, as shown below:—
“

”

“

Land Purchased.
42.73 acres,
Chester Cowls, 60.93 acres,
John Donahue, 9.63 acres,
D. K. Bangs,
29.69 acres,
L. D. Cowls, 144.13 acres,
J. S. Crouch,
23.44 acres,

Of Henry Cobb,

....

....

....

....

....

....

310.55 acres.

#6,409
6,710
2 170
2,000

14,950
2,760

50
00
00
00
00
00

$34,999 50

Of the tenth of the scrip assigned to the college, 31,360
acres have already been sold for #26,582.40.
It is estimated that the scrip yet unsold will increase the
receipts from the one-tenth to about #30,000 in all. The purchases amount to #34,999.50, as above shown. The Act of
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Congress, as has been already stated, provides that no part of
the proceeds of land scrip shall ever be expended for buildings.
On the lands purchased are five sets of farm buildings, of no
great permanent value, but for which fair allowance should be
made out of the >575,000 subscribed for building. If this allowance does not precisely cover the deficiency, any small balance
must be otherwise provided for.
We thus provide for the payment for a farm of
one of the finest estates for our purposes to be found in the

310 J acres,

Commonwealth.

Adjoining this estate, and heretofore occupied as parts of two
of the farms composing it, is a tract of about
seventy-three
acres, which it has seemed to us desirable to control for the
future use of the college, especially as we find that the location
of the college has already raised the price of land adjacent.
Our treasurer, Dr. Nathan Durfee, of Fall River, has generously advanced from his private funds the sum of $B,OOO, and
taken, in his own name, deeds of this addition, with the offer
that the college may have it any future time, should we desire
to purchase it. We hope to be able to add this to our college
farm without the aid of the legislature. Although the want
of it may not be felt for many years, we think it ought ultimately to be owned by the college. This will increase the area
of the farm to 888 acres.
Having thus explained our position as to the tenth of the
scrip applied to the purchase of land, we proceed to the
remainder of the donation.
By the Act of April 27, 1868, one-third of the income to be
derived from the sale of the land scrip which remained after
deducting the tenth set apart for the purchase of a farm, was
appropriated to the Institute of Technology, so that the college
will receive but two-thirds of the income of the fund.
The commissioner appointed to sell the scrip has sold 99,200
acres, at an average price of a little more than eighty cents an
acre, and has paid to the treasurer of the Commonwealth the
sum of $79,325, which we are informed, has been placed at
interest.
Of this interest, two-thirds the amount is payable to our corporation, and one-third to the Institute of Technology. The
commissioner reports that there is no prospect of immediate
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sale of the 224,000 acres now unsold, even at the low prices
above named. The State of New York has advertised her
scrip, comprising nearly one million of acres, at eighty-five
cents per acre, and the scrip of other States is upon the market
at even less prices.
The only support yet provided for our college is two-thirds
the income from the scrip fund, the whole of which fund is
now $79,325, as above stated. Were the whole scrip sold at
eighty cents per acre, and invested at five per cent., the college
would derive from it an annual income of $8,600; less than
one-half the annual expenses of Dartmouth or Amherst College,
about one-eighth the annual expenses of Yale, and about oneseventeenth of the annual expenses of Harvard.
Application for aid was last year made to the legislature, and
a bill was reported assuring to the college an annual income of
$lO,OOO, until the income from the scrip should amount to that
sum.
By sundry amendments the appropriation took its
present form as found in sections 5 and 6, of the Act of May
11, 1864, which grants the gross amount of $lO,OOO to defray
the necessary expenses of establishing and maintaining
the
college, and provides for the repayment thereof out of the first
moneys received by the Treasurer of the Commonwealth as
interest on the land scrip fund set apart for the use of the
college. This provision for repayment, if carried out, cuts off
every dollar of the annual income of the college for the present
year, and its probable income for two or three years to come.
If this contingent fund of $lO,OOO be applied, as was no
doubt intended, to defray the expenses of establishing the
college, as for surveys of lands, plans of buildings, expenses of
conveyances, the removal and repair of buildings, the purchase
of live stock, farm implements, seeds, manures, insurance and
other necessary incidentals, it is respectfully submitted that it
cannot be repaid out of the land scrip fund, without a plain
violation of the Act of Congress, which strictly limits the use
of the fund to the “maintenance” of a college with express
provisions against its use for land, or buildings, or repairs, or
the expenses of selling the scrip, clearly indicating that each
State should from other sources provide for buildings and the
contingent expenses of launching the enterprise, reserving the
grant of Congress for its maintenance.”
“

”
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Of this fund, it is estimated that between $5OO and $l,OOO
have been expended for surveys, stamps, and other expenses not
yet audited, incident to the purchase of the land, —not including
the expenses of the Trustees, in their meetings and examinations of the various sites since the annual meeting in May.
The expenses of these meetings were last year met by a
special appropriation of $5OO. They must be somewhat larger
for the current year, as in addition to the quarterly meetings,
required by the by laws, several special meetings for preliminary
arrangements have been found necessary. The whole expenses
of the Trustees for the year ending May, 1865, may be
estimated at $BOO, which it is presumed will be paid as heretofore by a special appropriation.
We trust the legislature will in their wisdom repeal the provision for repayment of the appropriation of last year, and
leave our corporation their only means of defraying the expenses
named, of buying a plough or yoke of oxen, paying the wages
of a farm hand, or the services of such officers as may be
necessary to its organization. We have now nearly four
hundred acres of land, witli five sets of buildings, with neither
stock, manure, farm implements, nor any fund with which to
provide them except that under consideration.
The Commonwealth having accepted the grant of Congress,
and thus bound itself in honor to establish a college such as is
described in the grant, will, no doubt, in due season make
suitable provision for its support.
It is believed that great interest is felt throughout the Commonwealth in the success of this enterprise, and no doubt is
entertained by the Trustees that it will be aided by liberal
private donations as soon as its useful and permanent organization is assured.
The joint special committee, upon whose recommendation
the legislature of 1863 accepted the grant of public land and
incorporated the college, suggested in their report that an
institution to accommodate one hundred and fifty students be
established, and that the Commonwealth grant for the purpose
$50,000, provided the like amount should be raised by private
subscription, and that the college receive assistance from the
income of the Congress grant. The legislature have thus far
acted upon the recommendation of that committee in nearly all
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things, except that it has not yet made any grant in aid of the
college,—excepting the small one already named, —although
private funds to the amount of $75,000 have already been

subscribed.
Other States, younger and less advanced in their systems of
education than our Commonwealth, are anxiously looking to
Massachusetts for their example in this as in other educational
movements, and inquiries as to our progress are often addressed
to the Board.
No other State is so well situated as this, to develop at once
a useful institution of this character, for no other State,
possessing equal wealth, has so well organized a system of
general education. In Pennsylvania and Michigan, where
agricultural colleges are already in operation, it is found
necessary to commence with preparatory classes to fit students
for entrance upon a collegiate course. Throughout our Commonwealth this preparatory course can be fully completed in
our common schools, and we may therefore start our college at
once upon a higher plane than is possible in most of the States.
It will no doubt be borne in mind that this college is the
child of the Commonwealth, that the legislature accepted the
grant of Congress and incorporated a Board of Trustees of its
own selection, representing fourteen different counties, who, at
great personal inconvenience and without compensation for their
labor, find it necessary to hold frequent meetings in order to
advance the important enterprise committed to their charge.
The aristocratic countries of Europe furnish us no models
for an institution which must be based upon, and harmonized
with, our republican principles, and our sister States have as
yet achieved no such success as to authorize us to follow their
examples without great scrutiny.
Our task is embarrassing and delicate, touching as it does a
subject in which a large class of our citizens are deeply interested, and one upon which the most superficial oftenest entertain
the most decided opinions. The action of the Trustees has
thus far been more harmonious than could have been anticipated in a body of men thrown together without any concert of
action on their own part. The question of location, from its
very nature calculated to enlist the strongest local feelings and

interests, was, after most careful examination and the fullest
2
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discussion, finally settled by

an unanimous vote in favor of a
the
State remote from the homes and personal assoportion of
ciations of most of our members, and it was afterwards with
almost unanimity approved by the governor and council.
We expect of the legislature and of the public the charitable
consideration due to a board of trustees thus situated,—made
responsible for the success of a grand and almost novel experiment in the education of the industrial classes.
Endeavoring to deserve success, with the good wishes of good
men everywhere, and the generous support of a Commonwealth
pledged by its past history as well as its own legislative Act to
sustain us, we firmly believe we shall attain success, and that
The Massachusetts Agricultural College will become an honor
to our State and a blessing to our country.

At a meeting of the Trustees, held on the 29th of November
last, specially for the purpose of electing a President of the
College, they made choice of Hon. Henry F. French, of Cambridge, for that office, and raised a committee to prepare and
report at the quarterly meeting in February, a plan of organization to be submitted after adoption by our Board, to the
governor and council for approval.
At the same meeting
Mr. Lathrop was added to the executive committee.
When the organization shall have been established, we may
proceed to the adoption of plans for buildings, the laying out of
the grounds, and their preparation for the various uses to which
they are to be devoted, and to the development of the particular
course of instruction to be established. Those arrangements,
with the erection of the buildings, the appointment and securing
of the necessary corps of professors and teachers, furnishing of
laboratories and libraries, furniture, stock, and farm implements, give us little time enough, with industry and harmony,
to finish our labors, and establish the college by the expiration
of the time limited in the Act of Congress.

HENRY F. FRENCH,
CHAS. G. DAVIS,
HENRY COLT,
PAOLI LATHROP,
Executive Committee.

