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Five.

AN ACT
Ratifying an Amendment of the Constitution of the

United States, proposed by the two Houses of Congress
to the Legislatures of the several States.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Whereas the senate and house of representatives
2 of the United States did, on the thirty-first day of
3 January, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five,
4 resolve, (two-thirds of both houses concurring,)
5 “ That the following article be proposed to the legis-
-6 latures of the several states, as an amendment to the
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7 Constitution of the United States, which, when rati-
-8 tied by three-fourths of said legislatures, shall be
9 valid to all intents and purposes as a part of the said

10 Constitution, namely:

11 Article XIII.
12 Sect. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servi-
-13 tude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof the
14 party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist
15 within the United States, or any place subject to their
16 jurisdiction.

17 Sect. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce
18 this article by appropriate legislation.”

19 Be it therefore enacted by the senate and house of
20 representatives, in general court assembled, and by
21 the authority of the same, that the said amendment
22 be and it is hereby agreed to, ratified and confirmed,
23 on the part of this Commonwealth, to become valid as
24 part of the Constitution of the United States, as soon
25 as the same shall be ratified by three-fourths of the
26 legislatures of the several states.
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