
HOUSE No. 49.

House of Representatives, February 7,1865.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Order introduced by Mr. Warren, of Windsor, and the Order
introduced by Mr. Crane, of Berkley, severally relating to the
election of selectmen and assessors, have considered the same,
and report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

H. A. SCUDDER.

(Eommonioealtt) of iHassacfyuoctts.
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AN ACT
Relating to Selectmen, Assessors, and Overseers of the

Poor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows

1 Sect. I. Every town in this Commonwealth shall,J '

2 at the annual meeting, choose by written ballots,
3 from the inhabitants thereof, a board of selectmen,
4 a board of assessors, and a board of overseers of the
5 poor, each of which boards shall, except as hereinafter
6 provided, consist of any number of persons divisible
7 by three, which said town may decide to elect.

1 Sect. 2. At the first annual meeting after the
2 passage of this act, the several towns shall, by vote,
3 decide what number of persons shall constitute each
4of said boards. One-third of each of said boards
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5 shall then be elected for the term of one year, one-
-6 third for the term of two years, and one-third for the
7 term of three years; and, after sai'd first election, one-
-8 third of each of said boards, in the order above
9 stated, shall be chosen annually for the term of three

10 years.

1 Sect. 3. Any town may, at the annual meeting,
2 vote to increase or diminish the number of persons
3 constituting each of said boards. Such increase shall
4 be made by adding one or more to each class, to hold
5 office according to the tenure of the class to which
6 they are severally chosen. Such diminution shall be
7 made by choosing annually such number as will, in
8 three years, effect the purpose, and a vote to diminish
9 shall remain in force until the diminution under it

10 is accomplished.

1 Sect. 4. The eighteenth chapter of the General
2 Statutes is hereby amended by substituting the word
3 “ terms ” in place of the word “ years,” in the second
4 line of the forty-fourth section thereof; and also by
5 omitting the words “for the year ensuing” in the
6 first and second lines of the assessors’ oath, contained
7 in the fifty-first section of said chapter, and substitut-
-8 ing the words “ your term of service ” in place of the
9 words “ that time ” in the third line of said oath.

1 Sect. 5. So much of the eighteenth chapter of the
2 General Statutes as is inconsistent with this act is
3 hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




