
HOUSE No. 98.

House of Representatives, February 25,1865.

The Joint Standing Committee on Towns, to whom was referred
the Petition of Thomas G. Mather and others, praying for a
division of Longmeadow, and the Remonstrance of Hezekiah
Burt and others, against the granting of said Petition, have
attended to the duty assigned them and submit the following

REPORT:

They have given the parties a patient hearing upon the sub-
ject, have personally viewed the premises, and after carefully
considering the evidence, the interest and welfare of the inhabi-
tants of said town, are of an' opinion that the prayer of the
petitioners should to, be granted.

The town of Longmeadow is about eight miles in length,
running from the east to the and some four miles in
width; consists of two villages, one in the west part, on the
Connecticut River, known as Longmeadow, and the other in
the east part, known as East Longmeadow. They are about
four miles apart, and separated from each other by a tract of
wild land, some three miles in width, running from the north
to the south line, (and is covered principally with yellow pines,)
of a light, sandy soil, the quality of which is unfit for cultiva-
tion, and without a single inhabitant.
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From a careful survey of this territory, and the evidence

before the Committee, we were decidedly of an opinion, that in
no possible contingency of the future, would it ever be brought
under cultivation, or much, if any part of it, ever inhabited—-
thereby rendering the nearer approach of these two points by
settlements or improvements, and uniting them more closely
by a common interest, impossible. From testimony before the
Committee, it is apparent that there is a want of friendship,
sympathy, and acquaintance, which should exist in a town to
increase and promote its prosperity.

The distance from each village to Springfield is about four
miles, which seems to be the common centre for both places.

Each village has its own store, post-office, churches, and
schools ; and there is no business existing between them except
on town matters, and little if any social relations.

The town meetings are held alternately in East and West
Longmeadow, rendering it necessary for one-half of the voters,
at least, to travel four miles and over to attend them.

The last valuation of East Longmeadow is—
Personal estate, .... $60,0.34 00
Real estate, ..... 300,904 00
Property of non-residents, . . 68,652 00

$429,590 00

Populaton ofEast Longmeadow, 693—Excess in population, 28
No. of legal voters, . . . 156—Excess in legal voters, 31
No. of school-houses, .

. 5
No. of scholars, ... . 145—Excess in scholars, 52
No. of dwelling-houses, . . 135
No. of families, . . . 149
No. of miles of road, . . 32
No. of acres of land, . 7,536 —Excess in land, 1,345

The last valuation of Longmeadow (West,) is—
Personal estate, .... $94,720 00
Real estate, ..... 300,544 00
Property of non-residents, . . 34,226 00

$429,490 00
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Population of same, ..... 655
Number of legal voters, . . . .. 125
Number of school-houses, .... 3
Number of scholars, 93
Number of dwelling-houses, . . . 115
Number of families, 130
Number of miles of road, .... 24
Number of acres of land, . . . 6,191

There are twelve paupers in town, six belonging properly to
each part; no difficulties lie in the way of a division. The town
has no town hall or almshouse; the only property, other than
the records, safe, &c., is the school fund of $7Bl, all in the
hands of the town treasurer.

It will be noticed that East Lojigmeadow, has two more
school districts, and a larger number of scholars than Long-
meadow. Taking that matter into consideration, the Committee
propose in the accompanying Bill to give the whole of the
school fund, amounting to $731, belonging to the town, to East
Longmeadow; believing that with such an addition to its funds
the advantages and privileges of the schools of East Long-
meadow, would not be injured, but their prosperity, and useful-
ness increased. We are aware that there may be objections in
some minds, in making a division of so small a town, yet there
may be circumstances existing, in which such an Act by the
legislature maybe justifiable; this in our judgment is one, if
divided, would be a benefit to all parties.

In justice to Bast Longmeadow, we would state that they are
unanimously opposed to the division of the town ; while, upon
the other hand, the citizens of West Longmeadow are nearly a
unit in favor of the same. How far the former may be influ-
enced in their action by the prejudices which have grown up
between them, we are unable to say; but probably would have
more or less bearing upon the matter.

We cannot, however, from the evidence before the Committee,
and a knowledge obtained in viewing the said town, see that
the proposed division would result in any present or permanent
injury to East Longmeadow. Although it is more recently set-
tled, it now outnumbers West Longmeadow in population —is
apparently more enterprising and thrifty, having several large
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sandstone quarries, which are being rapidly developed, and are
real sources of wealth, which, in a few years, will overcome
the present advantage of some one hundred thousand dollars
of bank stock now owned by citizens of West Longmeadow,
which does not appear in the valuation of last year, by the
operation of the corporation tax ; so that, in point of popula-
tion, wealth and resources, it stands upon an equality with
West Longmeadow.

With duo deliberation upon the subject, and in view of the
convenience and advantages that would arise in doing all town
business—the want of sympathy and harmony of action in
public matters—the fact that a natural barrier, a large tract of
uncultivated and uninhabitable territory exists, lying between
these two parishes—-that no business or social relations would
be sundered—that there are no public buildings or property
held in common than has been stated—no town debt, otherwise
than contracted the past year—and with a firm belief that the
proposed division would promote the interest and welfare of all
parties, we submit the accompanying Bill, trusting it may meet
the favorable consideration of the legislature.

JOHN HILL.
S. C. WELLS
JOHN G. MUDGE.
SYLVESTER S. MAY.
GEORGE F. HATCH.
JAMES L. CHAPIN.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Five.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Town of East Longmeadow.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assetnhled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect, 1. All that part of the town of Long-
-2 meadow which lies easterly of the school district
3 line, (so called,) dividing school districts numbers
4 one, two, and three, from school districts numbers
5 four, five, and eight, beginning at a stake and
6 stones on the Springfield line, at the north-east corner
7 of school district number two, and north-west corner
8 of school district number four, and running south to
9 the Connecticut state line, is hereby incorporated

10 into a separate town by the name of East Long-
-11 meadow ; and the said town of East Longmeadow is
12 hereby vested with all the powers and privileges,
13 rights and immunities, and shall be subject to all the
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14 duties and requisitions to which other towns are
15 entitled, and subjected by the constitution and laws
16 of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The inhabitants of the said town of
2 East Longmeadow, shall be holden to pay to the
3 collector of the town of Longmeadow, all arrearages
4 of taxes legally assessed upon them before this act
5 takes effect; and also their proportion of such state
6 and county taxes as may be assessed upon them
7 before the taking of the next state valuation, said
8 proportion to be ascertained and determined by the
9 last valuation of the said town of Longmeadow; and

10 all moneys now in the treasury of the town of Long-
-11 meadow, or that may hereafter be received from taxes
12 now assessed, shall be applied to the purposes for
13 which they were raised and assessed, in the same
14 manner as if this act had not been passed.

1 Sect. 3. The said towns of Longmeadow' and
2 East Longmeadow shall be respectively liable for the
3 support of all persons who now do, or who shall
4 hereafter stand in need of relief as paupers, w'hose
5 settlement was gained by, or derived from a settlement
6 gained or derived within their respective limits.

1 Sect. 4. The school fund, (so called,) amounting
2 to the sum of seven hundred and thirty-one dollars,
3 belonging to the town of Longmeadow 7

, for the
4 support of schools, shall be paid to and become the
5 property of said town of East Longmeadow, and
6 managed and expended according to the intention of

7 the original grant thereof.
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1 Sect. 5.. The town of East LongmeadoAV shall
2 remain a part of the same districts, representative,
3 senatorial, councillor, and congressional, as the town
4 of LongmeadoAV uoav does, until said districts are
5 altered by due authority of IaAV.

1 Sect. 6. The inhabitants of said toAvn of East
2 LongmeadoAV, shall be holden to pay their just and
3 equitable proportion of all debts due from said toAvn
4 of LongmeadoAV, and shall be entitled to receive their
5 just and equitable proportion of all property and
6 assets, uoav OAvned and held by said toAvn of Long-
-7 meadoAv, except the school fund aforesaid; and in
8 case the said toAvns shall not agree, in respect to a
9 division of property, funds, debts, toAvn paupers, or

10 state or county taxes, the superior court for the
11 county of Hampden shall, upon the petition of either
12 party, appoint three competent and disinterested per-
-13 sons, to hear and award thereon, and their aAvard, or
14 any tAvo of them, being accepted by said court, shall
15 be final.

1 Sect. 7. Any justice of the peace in and for the
- 2 county of Hampden, is hereby authorized to issue his
3 warrant to any principal inhabitant of the toAvn of
4 East LongmeadoAV, requiring him to warn the legal
5 voters of said toAvn to meet at the time and place
6 therein appointed, for the purpose of choosing all
7 such toAvn officers as toAvns arc by IaAV authorized and
8 required to choose at their annual meetings ; and said
9 Avarrant shall be served by posting up attested copies

10 in tAvo or more public places in said toAvn, seA'en days
11 at least before said meeting. The selectmen of Long-
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12 meadow shall, before said meeting, prepare a list of
13 voters in said town of East Longmeadow, qualified to
14 vote at said meeting, and deliver the same to the said
15 justice, or in his absence, such principal inhabitant
16 who shall preside, until the choice of a moderator of
17 the said meeting.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


