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House op Representatives, March 29, 1865.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Resolves relative to the publication of the Provincial Statutes,
report that the same ought to pass.

For the Committee,

E. BOYNTON, Jr.
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House op Representatives, March 29,1865.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Communication of His Excellency the Governor, relative to
the publication of the Provincial Statutes, have considered
the subject, and respectfully

The necessity and importance of a republication of the
Provincial Statutes of Massachusetts, covering a period most
interesting and instructive in her history, extending from the
time of the union of the colonies of Plymouth and Massachusetts
Bay under the charter of 1691 to the time of the adoption of
the Constitution of the Commonwealth in 1780, has been
repeatedly called to the notice of the legislature, but has not
heretofore received the attention which the subject deserved.

In 1861 the subject was alluded to in the address of his
excellency to the general court, and the matter being referred
to the Committee on the Library, an elaborate and learned
report in favor of the project was made by the chairman of that
committee, Hon. N. 11. Whiting, (Senate Doc., No. 108 of that
year.) In this report the necessity of preserving these statutes
was clearly set forth, and many examples from the reports of
the decisions of our supreme court were cited to show their
practical value. Many of these statutes relating to titles to
lands, the fisheries, and incorporation of towns are of the
utmost importance at the present day. The light which they
would shed upon subsequent legislation cannot be magnified.
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Their value to the historical student cannot be overestimated.
Indeed, without access to them no complete history of the
Commonwealth could he written. Their importance in this
respect is recognized by those of our fellow-citizens whose tastes
and studies have led them in this direction, and has called forth
earnest recommendations from the Massachusetts Historical
Society and the Essex Institute that the preservation of these
precious records should no longer be left to chance.

The only collection of these statutes known to be in existence
and which is at all complete is now in the possession of Ellis
Ames, Esq., of Canton, the result of years of labor and industry.
This collection is believed to be nearly or quite complete and
would undoubtedly be placed at the service of the Common-
wealth for the purpose indicated.

It will be readily perceived that the hazard of fire and the
many other accidents to which so valuable a collection in the
hands of a private citizen is exposed, render it almost imperative
upon’ the State to take immediate measures to prevent a loss
which its destruction or mutilation jvould render irreparable.

In the present state of our finances the Committee have not
thought it advisable to recommend immediate publication, but
they feci it to bo their duty to recommend measures which will
at least secure a copy of those records in a form which in more
prosperous times will make their publication a simple question
of expediency.

It is believed that among the numbers of our follow-citizens
who are interested in legal and historical studies, many, in
every way competent, could be found, who, for the sake of
benefiting the State, would without expense to the treasury
esteem it an honor to prepare a copy of these statutes for
publication. That this should bo properly done, annotations of
the action of the king in council should be made, showing
what statutes were annulled and the length of time others were
in operation, as well as references to prior subsequent statutes
and the decisions of courts. In this way a most interesting and
valuable legal and historical memorial would be secured and
placed beyond the danger of accident or destruction.

The only expense which would be necessary, would be for
clerical assistance in preparing a manuscript.
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In accordance therefore, with the recommendation of his
excellency the governor, and with the views contained in
this Report, your Committee recommend the adoption of the
accompanying Resolves.

For the Committee,

11. H. COOLIDGE.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Five.

RESOLVES
Relating to the Publication of the Provincial Statutes.

Resolved, That his excellency the governor, with the consent
of the council, be and he hereby is authorized and empowered
to appoint three or more commissioners, learned in the law and
in the history of Massachusetts, whose duty it shall be to pre-
pare for publication a complete copy of the statutes and laws
of the Province and State of Massachusetts Bay, from the time
of the province charter to the adoption of the constitution of
the Commonwealth, including all the sessions, acts, private and
public, general and special, temporary and perpetual, passed
from time to time by the general court, all incorporations of
towns and parishes, and all other legislative acts of legal or
historical importance, appearing on the records of the general
court, with suitable marginal references to the statutes and
judicial decisions of the Province and Commonwealth, the
orders of the king in council, and to such other authorities as,
in their opinion may enhance the value and usefulness of the
work, and to append to the same a full and complete index.

Resolved, That said copy, when so prepared and completed,
shall he deposited in the office of the secretary of state.

Ptesolved, That for the purpose of procuring a manuscript
copy of said statutes, and for other clerical assistance, a sum not
exceeding one thousand dollars, shall be allowed and paid out
of the treasury, from time to time, upon the approval of the
governor.
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