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House of Representatives , April 5,18G5.

The Committee ou Public Charitable Institutions, to whom was
referred the petition of John T. Rhodes, of North Reading,
asking legislation to prevent paupers from being imprisoned
with convicted criminals, have considered the subject, and
submit the following

The Committee find the almshouse and house of correction
in Lynn—the same being the premises complained of—to bo in
more than one respect inadequate to the proper accommodation
of the inmates usually confined there as paupers, and as crimi-
nals sentenced there from the police court of Lynn. In con-
ference with the city authorities of Lynn, the Committee found
that they were fully sensible of the condition of things at the
almshouse, and earnestly desiring better accommodations, the
question of a new building has been intrusted to an appropri-
ate committee, which will probably report at a day not distant.
The necessary current expenses of the city, growing out of the
disturbed state of our country, and interests of a local but
important nature, have heretofore stood in the way of the pur-
pose to erect a now almshouse, which, when built, it is proposed
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shall do away with all the objectionable features of the one now
occupied.

While it is apparent that, to a certain extent, paupers and
criminals are kept in the same apartments, and that they share
alike in the institution, it does not appear to be an evil of much
magnitude, the criminals being almost entirely persons who
have been committed for intemperance. The management of
the institution seems to be the best that can be secured under
present circumstances ; and as it seems apparent that whatever
evil has existed, or does now exist, in the direction complained
of, (and, it is believed, the grievance has never been a serious
one,) is recognized by the authorities of Lynn, who propose to
remedy it as soon as practicable, the Committee do not feel
warranted in recommending legislation to cover the case cited
by the petitioner.

The Committee, perhaps, should add that the visit to the
Lynn almshouse was made at the solicitation of its superintend-
ent, (who was at the hearing of the petitioner,) and not from
any implied duty according to their interpretation of the
Resolve authorizing them to visit the charitable and reformatory
institutions of the State.

The Committee, in consideration of the facts here stated,
recommend that the petitioner have leave to withdraw.

Z. E. STONE,
for Committee.


