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House op Representatives, April 12, 1865.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was re-com-
mitted the Report leave to withdraw, upon the Petition of the
city of Cambridge, for leave to take water from the city of
Charlestown, report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

F. M. STONE.

(Eommomucaltl) of ittassactyusctts.
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Five.

AN ACT
For Supplying the City of Cambridge with Pure Water.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The city of Cambridge, for the purpose
2 of supplying the inhabitants thereof with fresh water,
3 is hereby authorized and empowered to purchase,
•i upon such terms as may be agreed upon, all the works,
5 franchises, rights and property of the Cambridge
6 water works, (including the works, franchises, rights
7 and property of the Cambridgeport aqueduct com-
-8 pany, acquired by said Cambridge water works under
9 the provisions of chapter twelve of the acts of the

10 year eighteen hundred and sixty-one,} and hold the
11 same, and may enlarge, improve and repair the water
12 sources, aqueducts, pumps, reservoirs and other pro-

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-

(Hommonujcaltl) of iflassadjusetts-.
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13 perty so purchased, with a view to an increased and
14 adequate supply of pure water for public and private
15 uses in said city, subject to the restrictions now
16 imposed by law upon the Cambridge water works ;

17 and may also take and hold, in like manner, such
18 land as may be necessary for erecting and maintain-
-19 ing dams and reservoirs, and for erecting and main-
-20 taining .conduits, pipes and other works for collecting,
21 conducting and distributing water from the sources of
22 supply now used by said Cambridge water works
23 through said city, or from the sources of supply which
24 said Cambridge water works have the right to use.

1 Sect. 2. The mayor of said city, within thirty
2 days after the taking of any land or other property,
3 under the provisions of this act, shall file in the regis-
-4 try of deeds for the county of Middlesex a description
5 thereof, sufficiently accurate for identification.

1 Sect. 3. Said city, for the purposes aforesaid, may
2 build aqueducts and maintain the same, by any works
3 suitable therefor; may erect and maintain dams; may
4 make and maintain suitable reservoirs; may make
5 and establish such public fountains and hydrants as
6 may from time to time be deemed proper, and may
7 change or discontinue the same ; may regulate the
8 use of the water,, and establish the prices or rents to
9 be paid therefor, and collect the same by process of

10 law. Said city may also, for the purposes aforesaid,
11 carry its pipes and drains over or under any water-
-12 course, street, railroad, highway or other way, in such
13 manner as not to obstruct the same; and may enter
14 upon and dig up such road, street or way, for the



4 [Apr.rURE WATER FOR CAMBRIDGE.

15 purpose of laying down, maintaining or repairing
16 pipes or drains, and may do any other acts or things
17 necessary and proper in executing the purposes of
18 this act.

1 Sect. 4. If said city enters upon and digs up, for
2 the purposes aforesaid, any road, street or way with-
-3 out its own limits, it shall do so under the direction
4 of the selectmen of the town in which said road,
5 street or way is located, and shall restore said road,
6 street or way to as good order and condition as it was

7 in before such digging was commenced; and the
8 work shall be done in such manner and with such
9 care as not to render any road, street or way in which

10 such pipes are laid, unsafe or unnecessarily inconve-
-11 nient to the public travel thereon. Said city shall
12 at all times indemnify and save harmless such town
13 which is liable to keep in repair any road, street or

14 way aforesaid, against all damages which may be
15 recovered against it, and shall reimburse to it all
16 expenses which it shall reasonably incur by reason
17 of any defect or want of repair in such road, street
18 or way, caused by the maintenance, repairing or

19 replacing of said pipes, or by reason of any injury to
20 persons or property, caused by any defect or want of

21 repair in such pipes: provided, said city has notice of
22 any claim or suit for such damage or injury, and an

23 opportunity to assume the defence thereof.

1 Sect. 5. Said city shall be liable to pay all dam-

-2 ages sustained by any persons or corporations by the
3 taking of any land or property, or by the. construct-

-4 iug of any aqueducts, reservoirs or other works, for
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5 the purposes aforesaid. If any person or corporation,
6 sustaining damages as aforesaid, cannot agree with
7 said city upon the amount of said damages, he may
8 have them assessed and paid in the same manner as
9 is provided by law with respect to land taken for

10 highways.

1 Sect. 6. All the rights, powers and authority
2 given to the city of Cambridge by this act, shall be
3 exercised by said city subject to all duties, liabilities
4 and restrictions herein contained, in such manner and
5 by such agents, officers and servants as the city coun-
-6 cil shall from time to time ordain, direct and appoint.

1 Sect. 7. For the purpose of defraying the cost of
2 such franchises, property, lands, water and water-
-3 rights as are purchased, taken -or held for the
4 purposes aforesaid, and of constructing the works
5 necessary and proper for the accomplishment of said
6 purposes, and paying all expenses incident thereto,
7 the city council shall have authority to issue scrip or
8 bonds, to be denominated on the face thereof “ Cam-
-9 bridge Water Loan,” to an amount not exceeding in

10 the whole five hundred thousand dollars, bearing
11 interest not exceeding six per centum per annum,
12 payable semi-annually, and the principal to be paya-
-13 ble at periods not more than fifty years from the issu-
-14 ing of such scrip or bonds, respectively. Said city
15 council may sell the same or any part thereof, from
16 time to time, or pledge the same for money borrowed
17 for the above purposes; but the same shall not be
18 sold or pledged for less than the par value thereof.
19 Said scrip or bonds may be paid at the par value
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20 thereof, for the purchase of the • property mentioned
21 in section one of this act.

1 Sect. 8. The city council shall establish such
2 price or rents to be paid for the use of the water as
3 to provide annually, if practicable, from the net
4 income and receipts therefor, for the payment of the
5 interest and not less than one per cent, of the princi-
-6 pal of the “ Cambridge Water Loan,” and shall deter-
-7 mine the manner of collecting the same. The net
8 surplus income and receipts, after deducting all
9 expenses and charges of distribution shall be set apart

10 as a sinking fund, and applied solely to the payment
11 of the principal and interest of said loan, until the
12 same is fully paid. The mayor, city treasurer and
13 president of the common council for the time being,
14 shall be trustees of said fund, and shall, whenever
15 required by the city council, render an account of
16 all their doings in relation thereto.

1 Sect. 9. The occupant of any tenement shall be
2 liable for the payment of the rent for the use of the
3 water in such tenement, and the owner thereof shall
4 be also liable, if, on being notified of such use, he
5 does not object to the same.

1 Sect. 10. If any person shall use any of the said

2 water, either within or without said city, without the
3 consent of the same, an action of tort may be main-

-4 tained by said city for the' recovery of the damages
5 sustained.

1 Sect. 11. Whoever wantonly or maliciously diverts

2 the water, or any part thereof, taken or held by said
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3 city pursuant to the provisions of this act, or corrupts
4 the same, or renders it impure, or destroys or injures
5 any dam, aqueduct, pipe, conduit, hydrant or machin-
-6 ery, or other works or property held, owned or used
7 by said city under the authority and for the purposes
8 of this act, shall forfeit and pay to said city three
9 times the amount of the damages assessed therefor,

10 to be recovered in an action of tort, and on convic-
-11 tion of either of the wanton or malicious acts afore-
-12 said, may also be punished by fine not exceeding' three
13 hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding
14 one year, in the house of correction in said county of
15 Middlesex.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




