
HOUSE.. ..No. 242.

House op Kepeesentatives, April 24,1865.
The Committee on the Laws of Settlement, to whom was

referred so much of the annual address of his excellency the
governor as relates to that subject, report the accompanying
Bill.

Per order,

JOHN WELLS.
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AN ACT
Relating to the Settlement and Relief of Persons having

served in the Army and Navy of the United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represented
tires, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Any person who shall have been duly
2 enlisted and mustered into the military or naval ser-
-3 vice of the United States, as a part of the quota of
4 any city or town in this Commonwealth, under any
5 call of the president of the United States, during the
6 recent civil war,—and who shall have continued in
7 such service for a term not less thaft one year,—or
8 who shall have died, or become

# disabled from
9 wounds or disease received or contracted while

10 engaged in such service, or while a prisoner in the
11 hands of the enemy,—and the wife or widow and

<£ommonu)calt[) of ittassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
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12 minor children of such person, shall be deemed
13 thereby to have acquired a settlement in such city
14 or town;—and all the rights, duties and liabilities
15 pertaining. to such settlement, as set forth in chap-
-16 ters sixty-nine and seventy, and in section forty-
-17 nine of chapter seventy-one of the General Statutes,
18 shall attach thereto: provided, such person was, at
19 the time of his enlistment, of the age of twenty-one
20 years, an inhabitant of said city or town, and had
21 resided therein for six months next previous to the
22 time of his being mustered into said service.

1 Sect. 2. Any person enlisted, mustered, and
2 serving as a part of the quota of any city or town, as
3 set forth in the first section of this act, but who shall
4 not be entitled to a settlement therein by reason of
5 the want of age or residence required by said section,
6 shall, nevertheless, be entitled for himself, his wife or
7 widow, and minor children, to relief and support in
8 such city or town, if at any time they should fall into
9 distress therein, or stand in need of such relief or

10 support; and such city or town shall not send such
11 person, nor his wife or widow, nor his minor chil-
-12 dren, to any state almshouse, nor remove them to any
13 other place, nor recover the expenses of their relief or
14 support from any other city or town, nor receive the
15 same from the Commonwealth; and if any city or
16 town shall cause any such person, so entitled to relief
17 therein, to be sent to any state almshouse, or removed
18 to any other place, such city or town shall be liable,
19 in an action of tort, for all expenses of their relief

20 and support'thereafter incurred in such almshouse,
21 or by any other city or town. But, otherwise than
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22 as above provided, said city or town shall not be lia-
-23 ble to any other city or town, nor to the Common-
-24 wealth for the expenses of any relief or support
25 furnished to such person, or to his wife, widow, or
26 minor children, in such other place, or in any state
27 almshouse.

1 Sect. 3. The provisions of this act shall not
2 apply to any person who shall have enlisted and
3 received a bounty for such enlistment in more than
4 one town, unless the second enlistment was made
5 after an honorable discharge from the first term of
6 service, nor to any person who shall have been guilty
7 of wilful desertion, or who shall have left the service
8 otherwise than by reason of disability or an honorable
9 discharge.


