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House op Representatives, May 1,18G5.
The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred “An

Act relating to Warren Bridge and Charles River Bridge,”
report the same ought to. pass. .

(Hommomumltl) of illassacljusetts.

MOSES KIMBALL, Chairman.
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Five.

AN ACT
Relating to Warren Bridge and Charles River Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Whenever this act shall be accepted by
2 the city council of Boston, and by the inhabitants of
3 Charlestown, as hereinafter provided, Warren bridge
4 and Charles River bridge shall become highways, and
5 such portions of them as are within the limits of
6 each of said cities, shall be maintained as such by
7 Boston and Charlestown, respectively, and all property
8 in. and appertaining to, said bridges, or either of
9 them, now held by the Commonwealth, shall become

10 the property of said cities as hereinafter provided,
11 and said cities shall, within their respective limits,
12 have authority to maintain said bridges and the piers •
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13 and other structures appertaining thereto, and they
14 shall receive all the rents and income which may be
15 derived from the use of such structures, to be
16 apportioned between them as hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 2. Each of said cities shall maintain in
2 good repair, the draw of one of the bridges, and shall
3 open the same and afford all necessary and proper
4 accommodations to vessels having occasion to pass the
5 same by day or by night.

1 Sect. 3. Whenever said cities shall have accepted
2 this act as herein provided, and shall have severally
3 filed a notice of their acceptance with the secretary of
4 the Commonwealth, all moneys, funds, properties and
5 other things belonging to the Charles River and
6 Warren bridges, or either of them, and held by the
7 treasurer and receiver-general, or by any other agent
8 of the Commonwealth, shall, after payment therefrom
9 of all liabilities then outstanding on account of said

10 bridges, be paid over and delivered to said cities in
11 such proportions to each as may be determined
12 pursuant to this act.

1 Sect. 4. The Middlesex Railroad Company, and
2 any other corporation which may have authority to
3 run street railway cars, or other vehicles for the busi-
-4 ness of carrying passengers over said bridges, or either
5 of them, shall pay to said cities as a consideration for
6 being released from all liability to pay tolls for pass-
-7 ing said bridges or either of them, Avith their tracks
8 and cars or other vehicles, such sums as may be
9 agreed upon by them, or in case of failure to agree,



10 such sums may be determined by three commissioners
11 to be appointed by the supreme judicial court, upon
1 2 application of either of said cities or corporations,
13 and the award of said commissioners, or a major part
14 ot them being returned to, and approved by the court,
15 shall be binding upon the parties.

1 Sect. 5. Said cities may by their city councils
2 agree which ol said draws they shall respectively
3 maintain and manage, and in what proportion the
4 moneys, funds, properties, rents and income, and also
5 the sums paid by the Middlesex Railroad Company or
6 other corporation as aforesaid, shall be divided be-
-7 tween them, and in case of their failure to agree, all
8 the said matters shall be determined by three com-
-9 missioners, to be appointed by the supreme judicial

10 court upon the petition of either party, and the award
11 of said commissioners, or a major part of them being
12 returned to and approved by the court, shall be bind-
-13 ing upon the parties.

1 Sect. 6. Nothing in this act shall release the city
2 of Boston from its obligation to keep in repair all
3 that part of Warren bridge connected with its water
4 works, nor from its liability for any damage arising
5 from any defect in, or accident to said works, nor
6 shall release the Middlesex Railroad Company from
7 any legal obligation now existing, to maintain and
8 keep in repair any portion of said bridges, nor from
9 any liability for loss or injury that any person may

10 sustain by reason of any, carelessness, neglect or mis-
-11 conduct of its agents or servants in the management,
12 construction or use of its tracks on said bridges.

4 WARREN AND CHARLES R. BRIDGES. [May,



1865.] 5HOUSE—No. 268.

1 Sect. 7. The compensation of commissioners
2 under the provisions of this act shall be determined
3 by the court which appoints them, and shall be paid
4 by such party or parties in such proportions as the
5 commissioners may determine.

1 Sect. 8. The foregoing sections of this act shall
2 take effect whenever accepted by the city council of
3 Boston, and by vote of the inhabitants of Charles-
-4 town qualified to vote in city affairs ; and the mayor
5 and aldermen of said city are hereby authorized, from
6 time to time, to call legal meetings to be held in the
7 several wards of said city, to determine by voting yea
8 or nay, upon the acceptance of this act.




