
SENATE... No. 202.

The Committee on Manufactures, to whom was committed
the Order relative to the Inspection of Kerosene, Petroleum,
and other burning fluids ; also, the Petition of George W. Jack-
man, mayor of Newburyport, and one hundred and four others,
praying for the appointment of inspectors of “ carbon oils,”—
having heard all parties who chose to appear before them, and
having given tha subject a careful consideration, report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

THOS. KNEIL, Chairman.

dommcmujcttlll) of iHnssmi)usetts

In Senate, April 22,1865.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Five.

AN ACT
To provide for the Inspection of Petroleum Oils for

Illuminating Purposes, and to regulate the Sale thereof.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Upon application in writing of five or
2 more inhabitants of any city or town wherein oils or
3 burning fluids of which coal or petroleum forms a
4 base, are made, refined or manufactured, for the pur-
-5 pose of burning in any kind of lamp as an illumina-
-6 tor, or where any of said oils or fluids are sold for
1 that purpose, the mayor and aldermen of such city,
8 or the selectmen of such town shall appoint one or
9 more suitable and qualified persons not interested,

10 directly or indirectly, in the manufacture or sale of
11 said oils or fluids, to be inspectors of coal or petro-

-12 leum oils for illuminating purposes, who shall before
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13 entering upon the duties of their offices be sworn.
14 Each inspector shall give notice of his appointment
15 by publishing the same two weeks in a newspaper
16 published in his respective city or town, or if no
17 newspaper be published therein, by posting up such
18 notice in two or more public places in such town.
19 He shall also keep an office and books in which his
20 doings shall be recorded ; and shall receive such
21 compensation as the mayor and aldermen or the
22 selectmen may determine, which shall be paid by the
23 party calling him.

1 Sect. 2. Said inspectors shall provide at their
•

2 own expense all necessary instruments and apparatus
3 for testing the quality of said illuminating oils or
4 fluids; and it shall be their duty to examine and
5 thoroughly test, with all reasonable despatch, when
6 requested by any manufacturer, refiner, vendor or
7 purchaser, the quality of said oils or fluids, and if the
8 same shall he found to meet the requirements herein-
-9 after specified, said inspectors shall fix their brand,

10 with the name of their place of residence, and the
11 date of their inspection, upon the cask, package or

12 barrel containing the same, and shall classify and
13 mark the same as follows:
14 All oils whose density by the hydrometer is not
15 less than forty-two nor more than fifty-two degrees,
16 and the explosive point of which is not under one

17 hundred nor over one hundred and five degrees by
18 the pyrometer, shall be marked “ light safe oil. ’ All
19 oils of said density, and the explosive point of which
20 is over one hundred and five and not over one hun-
-21 dred and ten degrees, shall be marked 11 good mer-
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22 charitable oil.” All oils of said density, and the
23 explosive point of which is over one hundred and ten
24 and not over one hundred and twenty degrees, shall
25 be marked “ extra shipping oil” And all oils, fluids
26 or substances whatsoever of which coal or petroleum,
27 either wholly or in part, is the base whose explosive
28 point is less than one hundred degrees by the pyrom-
-29 eter, shall be deemed unsafe, and shall be marked by
30 the inspector, “ extra hazardous for illuminating
31 purposes.”

1 Sect. 3. If any inspector is guilty of, or connives
2 at, any fraud or deceit in inspecting, classifying or
3 marking any oil or fluid as required by the provisions
4 of this act, he shall forfeit for each offence not less
5 than one hundred nor more ’ than five hundred dol-
-6 lars; or if he refuses, without good reason, to per-
-7 form the duty when requested, as provided in section
8 second of this act, he shall forfeit for each offence
9 not less than ten nor more than fifty dollars.

1 Sect. 4. Any person who shall falsely brand any
2 package, cask or barrel containing said oil or fluid,
3 or shall erase any mark placed thereon by said
4 inspector, or shall adulterate the oil or fluid contained
5 therein after inspection, or shall use any package,
6 cask or barrel having the inspector’s brand thereon
7 without having the oil contained therein inspected,
8 shall, upon conviction thereof, pay a fine of not less
9 than one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars,

10 or be imprisoned in the county jail or house of cor-
-11 rection not exceeding six months, or both, at the
12 discretion of the court. Any person who shall sell,
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13 or attempt to sell, for illuminating purposes, any oil
14 or fluid, the product of either coal or petroleum, or
15 both combined, which will emit an explosive gas at a
16 temperature of less than one hundred degrees by the
17 pyrometer, shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined in
18 any sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, and
19 shall also be liable to any party receiving injury from
20 the explosion of any gas emitted therefrom for any
21 damage sustained thereby, and if loss of human life
22 should result as the consequence, he shall be deemed
23 guilty of manslaughter.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




