
SENATE .No. 28T.

Executive Department Boston,
May 16th, 1865.

To the Honorable the President of the Senate :

I am apprised informally that some inquiry has been made
in your honorable body concerning the course taken and pro-
posed to be taken by the Governor in relation to the following
Resolve:

“ Resolve in relation to Licensing the Sale op Intoxicat-
ing Liquors.

“ Resolved, That it is not expedient or right in principle to
authorize the sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, by
license.”

Since the inquiry has been mooted,! deem it not only appro-
priate, but more respectful to the General Court, that I should
communicate for its information the views entertained by me,
and which direct my action in the premises.

On reading the Resolve it is apparent that the signature of
the Governor would not give to it the force of law, nor change
its character, significance or value, since the Resolve is only the
expression of an opinion on an abstract proposition. Were I
to add ray official approval, I should be guilty of the affectation
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of presuming to the right of approving Or disapproving the
opinions on questions of morality and ethics entertained by
gentlemen whose opinions are, I presume, at least as valuable
as my own, and which my mere approval or disapproval could
not affect.

There are Resolves, such as those which presume to utter the
opinions of the people—our common constituency—on public
affairs ; or to express their gratitude to public servants for dis-
tinguished merit and exertions for the common good; or their
condolence with those who share with all the people the gi’ief
of a common public calamity,—in which Resolves it seems
proper for the Governor to unite officially, since he also is a
representative of the Commonwealth. But, it does not seem
to me that, with becoming regard to the entire independence
with which opinions should be entertained, he can affect to
revise the opinions expressed in a Resolve such as the one
above recited.

JOHN A. ANDREW.






