
SENATE No. 42.

In Senate, February 11, 1865

The Committee to whom was committed so much of the
Governor’s Address as relates to the State Census report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

CHAS. ADAMS, Jb., Chairman
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Five.

AN ACT
To provide for a Decennial Census.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. A census of the inhabitants of each city
2 and town in the Commonwealth on the first day of
3 May, shall be taken in the year eighteen hundred
4 and sixty-five, and in every tenth year thereafter,
5 which census shall contain a special enumeration of
6 the legal voters residing in each town, and in each
7 ward of the several cities.

1 Sect. 2. In taking the census the following par-
-2 ticulars shall be ascertained and enumerated, in
3 separate columns of the schedule, to wit:—
4 1. Dwelling-houses numbered in the order of
5 visitation.
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6 2. Families numbered in the order of visitation.
7 3. Name of each person in the family or dwelling.
8 4. Age of each person, one year old and upward.
9 5. Sex of each person.

10 6. Color of each person; whether white, black,
11 mulatto, or Indian.
12 7. Place of birth; naming state, territory, or

13 country.
14 8. Condition; whether single, married, or widowed.
15 9. Profession, trade, or occupation of every person
16 over fifteen years of age.
17 10. Persons over twenty years of age who cannot
18 read and write.
19 11. Whether deaf and dumb, blind, insane, idiotic,
20 pauper, or convict.
21 12. Ratable polls.
22 13. Legal voters.
23 14. Naturalized voters.

1 Sect. 3. The census shall be taken in cities by
2 agents appointed by the mayor and aldermen, and in
3 towns by the selectmen, or by agents appointed by
4 them. Such selectmen or agents shall be sworn,
5 shall make out in words, at length, a return of the
6 aggregates and results of said census, and shall sign
7 and make oath to the truth thereof; and a certificate
8 of the oath, by the magistrate administering it, shall
9 be annexed thereto. They shall, on or before the

10 twentieth day of August of the same year, deliver the
11 return to the sheriff of the county, who shall transmit
12 it to the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth
13 on or before the last day of said August; or the
14 selectmen or agents may themselves transmit the



15 return to the office of the secretary on or before the
16 day last named.

1 Sect. 4. The secretary shall, on or before the first
2 day of May in each year in which the census is to be
3 taken, transmit to the clerks of the several cities and
4 towns, printed forms for the returns required by this
5 act, with such instructions as he may deem necessary,
6 and a notice that the returns must be made into his
7 office on or before the last day of August of the same
8 year.

1 Sect. 5. The secretary shall prepare an abstract
2 from the census, showing the number of legal voters
3 in each town, and in each ward of the several cities,
4 arranged by counties, and shall submit the same to
5 the general court, within the first ten days of the
6 annual session following the taking of such census.

1 Sect. 6. If any selectman or agent wilfully
2 refuses to perform any duty required of him by this
3 act, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding five hundred
4 dollars; and if he is guilty of w ilful deceit and false-
-5 hood in the discharge of his duty, he shall forfeit a
b sum not exceeding two thousand dollars, or be
7 imprisoned not exceeding one year. A sheriff who
8 shall wilfully refuse or neglect to perform the duty
9 required by this act, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding

10 one thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 7. Chapter twenty of the General Statutes
2 is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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